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PREFACKE

This work was undertaken at the request of THE
PACIFIC COAST KHALSA DIWAN SOCIETY, com-
monly known ag the SIKH TEMPLE at Stotkton,
California. The original plan was to write a compre-
hengive reply to Katherine Maye’s boole MOTHER
INDIA, which was changed later to one of producing
a handbsok on India for general vee by the American
public. In view of the momentous changes of world-
wide interest, which have teken place in India during
recent years, the need for such a book was quite im-
minent, And it was only fAtting that THE PACIFIC
COAST KHALSA DIWAN SOCIETY, In its role as
the interpreter of Hindu colture and civilization to
Ameries, should undertake its poblication,

Only & few years ago, India, lilke other countries of
the Orient, was n far Eastern problem. To-day, if
rightly judged, it has slready become a near Western
isgme. Except for the few scholara of oriental history
and literature, who oescupied themselves diligently in
exploring the hidden treasurea of Hinduo civilization,
the nema of Indin woa an unloown thing to the reat
of the American world. For the avernge man and
woman in the Unibed States the affsive of that oriental
counbry were oo remote an issue for them to motics,
With the advances made by sclence during recant
timea, however, different parts of the world have be-
come so near together, and their business and caltural
relations have grown so desperately interlaced, that



the affairs of one section of the globe ecammot, and
should not, remain & matter of comfortable unconcern
For the other. It has been my aim in the preparation
of this book to pnawer the varions questionz thal com-
monly arise in the minds of the American people re-
garding the cultural snd political problems of India.
And If T have aocceeded in bringing about a better un-
derstanding of India by the people of America, T con-
sider mysell amply repald,

Wherever feasible 1 have made free usss of strik-
ing pazeagee and phrases from the writings of zeveral
anthora,  Bince these wore copied from my notes path-
gred during a course of study extending over geveral
veard, it has not alwayy been possible for me to trace
the source, for which 1 wish to be humbly excused.

1 wish to express my aincereat apprecintion to my
beloved wife for her untiring asgistancs in the prep-
aration of the manuseript and the reading of the
proafs. 1 wish alse to thank my friemd Mr., Anoop
Singh Dhillom for valusble suggestions,

Loz Angeles, Calilornia.
March, 1530, -

DALIP BINGH SAUND,
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CHAPTER 1

WOMAN'S POSITION IN INDIA. IE SHE
BOND OR FREE?

“Where wonien are Rowored,
thera the gods are pleased;
et aofievs they are dighonored,
ng soered rite welds reward,”
HUS, In the year 200 B, C., wrote Manu, the preak
law-giver of Indin—India, whose mind waa full
grown when the western nations weare yet nnborn ;
India, whose lifa rolled om while the West, like the
dragon fiy, lived and died to live apain.  While Europe
waa a3l In o state of primitive barbariam, the Indo-
Arvvans of Bharvat (India) had reached an elevated
ghate of moral and spiritusl pecfection; and in the
reglm of intelléctual culture they had attaimed sn
eminence which has mot yel been equalled by the most
sdvanced of western eountries. Not only had they &
perfect alphabet and a symmetrical language, but their
literature abready contained modets of true poetry and
remarkeble treatizes on philosophy, acience, and ethies
when the forefathers of the modern westorn natiohs
were still clothed in skins and could neither read nor
write. Im their flrm grasp of the fundamental mean-
ing and purpose af life, and in the organizstion of their
enciety with a view Eo the full attainment of the fruita
of 1ifs, namely, “to toke from each according to hia
capaeity, and to give to each sccording to his needs,”™
they had attained to a high degree of excellenes, which
has beon recognized by the greatest of both western
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MY MOTHEER IMIDIA

aml oriental scholars. Says Max Miller, the noted
acholay of oriental languages:

“1f T wore 6 look over the whole world to find
ofl the country mast richly endowed with all the
wealth, power, and beauty that nature can be-
stow—in soine parts a very paradize on earlth—I
should point bo Indla. I T were asked under what
gky the human mind haz most fully developed
gome of its choicesl gifis, has moat deeply pon-
dered on the greatest probleams of life, and has
found solutions of some of them which wall de-
sarve the attention even of those who have stodied
Plato and Kant—I should point to India. And if
1 were to ask myself from what lterasture we,
heére in Burope;, we who have been nurtured gl-
most exelualvely on the thoughts of Greeks and
Romans, and of one Semitic roce, the Jewiah,
may draw that corrective which is most wanted
in order bo make oor inner [ife more perfect, more
symprehensive, more imiversal, in fact more troly
human, a life not for this life only, but a trans-
;I.gg_red and eternal life—again 1 should peint to

ndia.”

Further, of the culture of thiz ancient people of
India Sir Monler-Williams, sometime Boden Professor
of Sanskrit in the University of Oxford, famous trans-
lator of Sanakvit drama, and author of many works on
history and liternture, apeaks from an intimate knowl-
edge of Indis derived from long residence in the coun-
fry when he writes:

"Indeod, I am deeply convinesd that the more
we learn abont the ddeas, {feslings, drift of
thonght, religions and imtellectnal development,
eceentricities, and even errors of the people of
4 Max Millar—What Tudin Can Tearh [Fa.

[10]



WOMANM'S POSITION 1IN INDIA

Indis, the less ready shall we be to jodpe them by
our own conventionsl Buropean standards—the
leaa disposed to regard ourselves as the sole des
positories of all the true kmowiodge, learning, vir-
tue and refinements of ecivilized life—the lesa
prone to deapise as an ignorant and inférior race
the men who compiled the lows of Manu, ome of
the remarkable prodoctions of the world—who
compozed systems of ethics worthy of Chrigtian-
ity—who imagined the Roemoynd and Mahab-
harats, poems in 2ome reapects outrivalling the
Higd and the Odyzsey—who invented for them-
gelves the aciences grammar, arithmetic, as-
tronomy, logic, and six most subtle systems of
philsnphy.  Above all, the less inelined shall we
be to stigmatize as benighted heathen the aathors
of two religions, however false, which are at thia
moment professed by about balf the humean
I'H.E!-" th
Such a ecivilization has built up the enormons Jitera-
turs of the Hindus embodied in the Vedas, Upnishads,
the epic poems of Romeyno and Mehablaratz, and the
immuortal works of Kalidasa, a literatore comprising in
itgell an achievement of the human mind which may
be copshlered sublime, and of which any elvilization,
ancient or medern, may fzel justly proud. The poetical
merit of Kalidasa's Sakuninle iz universally admitted,
and it ranks pmong the best of the world's master-
pieces of dtumatic svt. Its beauty of thought and its
tenderness in the expression of feeling are exquisite,
while it creative faney is rich, and the chorm of its
epirit is full. Baye Goetha:

HM‘ Hir Monier-Willlame—Waoders Fodin and the fndicas, pape
[11]



MY MOTHEER INDIA

"Wonldet thew the life's young blpssouis and the
fruits of ils declineg,
Al by wrkich the woul iz pleasad, enrnpiured,

Feaated, fod,—

Wouldst thow the sarth and heaven dzelf in one
gineet name conmbinef

I o thed, O Sakantala, and oll
it ones {5 said,”

The epic poems of Bomayae and Makehfrrato con-
gigt of stories and legends which form a aplendid
supersiructore on the teachings contained in the earlier
geriptures of the Vedas. By relating what the men
and women of those times thought, zaid, and did, thess
poems Hiustrate fn a highly instroctive manner the
general charseter and eulture of the early Hindus, The
gtories contained in thess poems, which, in foet, rival
the best known epic pooms of the world, tell us of the
thoughts and beliefs, hopes and fears, joys and sorrows
of the people of this earliest recorded period. Through
these stories we learn the fundamental concepts which
governed the religious and goeial life of the early
Hindus; in them are revealed also the basic moral and
apiritual laws which controlled the actions, “not only
of pods and sopermatural men, bat of ordinary men
and women of Indis.”" “They explain—by showing the
depgreea of danger incurred by such vices as anger and
pride, deception and falthlesaness, intemperancs and
impiaty——the avil pongaquences of moral transgressions
from both man-made and supernatural laws: and at the
pame time they emphasize the beaunty of soch virtuoes
e poatiemee and self-sontrol, truthfulness and purity,
chedionee and filisl lowe.™ ®

Dman—Thke Fread Jndion .E'p!'.-uq'.
Fiz]




WOMANS POSITION TN THDIA

Az an Mlustration of the Fascinating and elevated
nature: of itz lefty idealism, we shall quote two pass-
agea from Romoyne. In the firgl, Rama, the Ideal king,
hnz defermined to execote the will of his late father
by staying in the forests as an exile for fourtesn years.
Sita, his wife and the heroine of the story, begs her
lord and husband to allow her to accompany him in hia
exile to the forests and offers & picture highly expres.
sive of pions canjugal love, Bikta save:

“Thow ot my Bng, my guide, wmy only refuge,
my diviity.

It iz my fixed vesolve to follow thee. I thow toust
wandar forth

Throwgh thorny brocklezs forests, T will go be-

Thfm ﬂ&; b EEH dfmuke: otk thy path
e pric rambles Lo make smio ek,
Wallsing before thes, T

Ehall feel mo weariness? the forest fhorna will
giawn ke gilken vobes;

The bed of leaves, & couch of down. Te me the
eheltor of thy prasence

Hiﬁear'.!ifw Jar than siotely paloces, end povadize
taatfr,

Protected by thy arm, gods, demons, men shall
Reove wo power to horm me,

Eooming with thee i desert wastes, o thousand
pears il e @ day

Drupelling awith thee, ¢'en hell diself would e to
i o hewven of bltes”

In the second selection Bama i heard anawering
to the entresties of Bharata, who has tried in valn to
digsuade him from carrving out hiz desigm, The fol-
lowing iz Eama's answer to the messenger of Bharats:

“The words which you have addressed to me,
though they recommend what seeme to be right
[18]



MY MOTHER INDIA

and salutary, advise; in fact, the comtrary. The
sinful transgressor, who lives aecording to the
rilés of heretical systems, oblaing no esteem from
good men. [t ia pood eonduct that marks & man
to be noble or ignoble, heroie or a pretender to
manlinesa, rure ar impore.  Truth and mercy are
immemorigl chavacteristics of a ling'a eomduet.
Hence myal rule is in its essenes frudk. On truth
the woild is bazed, Both sages and geds have es-
teemed ftruth. The man who gpeaks truth in this
world attaing the kighest Imperizhable state. Men
ahrink with fear and horeor from & liar as from a
serpent. In this world the chief slement in virtue
ia truth ; it i3 ealled the basls of everything. Truth
ig lord in the world | virtue always resta on truth.
All things are founded on truth ;| nothing iz highsr
than . Why. then, should I not be true to my
preomise, and faithfully ohserve the truthful in-
junction given by my father? Neither through
covetouEneas, nor delusion, nor ignorance, will I,
overpowerad fdarkness, hreak through the hars
rier of truth, but remain troe to my promise {o
my father. How shall T, having promized to him
that 1 would thus reside in the foresta, transgress
his injunction, and do what PBharats recom-
mends ™
In Malabherate agaln wo And proof of the high
eateem I which the manly wirties of truithfalness,
charity, benevolenee, and chivalry towards women were
held by the anfient Hindus. The most important in-
cident in the drama (Mahabharata), namely, the desth
of Bhishma, oecurred when this brave and wvirtuous
man, in fidelity to his pledge never to hart a woman,
refused to fight, and was killed by a soldier dressed in
a woman's garh,
The drama s full of moral maxims, around each one
[14]



WOMAN'S POSITION IN IMNDIA

of which the post has woven a story in a beautiful and
glégant manner,

“Tf Truth and a hundred horse sacrifice wera
weighed together, Truth would weigh the heavier,
There is no virtue equal to Truth, and no sin

ter than falachood.”

"Far 1;[113 weak na well ns for the strong, Tor-
giveneas ie an ornamant.”

“A person should never do to othera what he
does not like others fo do to him, lnowing how
painful it ig to himself.”

“The man who Tails to protect hiz wife earns
great infamy here, and poes to hell afteresrds™

“A wife iz half the min, his truesé Fricnd;

A loving wife is a perpetual spring

OF wirtus, pleesure, weéalth; o feithful wife

Tu hig beet aid in seoking .i'l.ﬁu.ﬂe:i!ﬂ blize:

A smweetly-speaking wife 4 o sompanion

In golitade, a fother tn odviee,

A mother in all seasons of diztress

A rest in passing Ehrough life's wilderness.”

These graat epic poema have s special elaim to oor

attemtion becanse they not only illastrate the geniug of
& most interesting people, but they are to this day he-

Jieved as entirely and literally true by the vast popu-

lation of India. “Huge congregations of devout men
and women listen day after day with eager sttention
to recitations of these old national stories with their
atriking incidenta of moral uplift and nepiration; and
a lavge portion of the people of Indk order their lives
upon the models supplied by those venerable apics.™
The subjection of woman was accepted &5 a natoral
thing by the entire West wntil very recent times.
Worman was held in the eves of the low ns no better
than a slave, and she was conzidered useful in society

[16]
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merely Lo serve and pratify man, her master. Truoly,
such o condition forme a dark page in the history of
the race. Mre, Carvrie Chapman Catt, in her foreword
e Mill's Subjection of Women, writes:

“In defense of these expressions [zubjection
and slavery nged in Mill's essay] and the general
character of the sasay, it must be zaid that the
position of women In society at that time [1869]
wis comparable to that of no other class except
the slave. Aa the alave {(ook the name of his
mastor g the woman upon marriage gave up her
own and took that of her husband. Tike the
slave, the married woman was permitted to own
1] perty ; as, marriape, har property real
An reonal, ond sll she acquired subreqguently
by will, or her own Iabour, was shaplutely
in her husband'a control and subject to his debts.
He conld even will away her marriage portion and
leave her destitute, The earnings of alave be-
longed to the maater, thoae of the wife o the hos-
band., Neither slave nor wife could make & logal
enntract, sne or he goed, satablish busineas, testif
in eourt, nor sign & paper a2 & witness. Botﬁ
wern said to be ‘dead In Jaw'.

"The children of the slave bel i the
ruster ; those of the wife to the hu d. Not
even after the death of the husband was the wife
i legdl gunrdian of bher own children, anlesz he
made her go by will. ‘While living he could give
them awny, and ot desth could will them ns he
plessed, He dictated the form of educstion and
religion that they should be tanght, and if the
parents differed in raligion, the wife waa foreed
to teach the husband's faith. Like the slave, If the
wife left her hushand she could take nothing with
her, aa she had no legal claim to her ehildren,
her clothing, nor her most personal possessions.

[18]



WOMANS POEITION IN INDIA

“I'he faw in many lands gave husbands the
right to whip thelr wives and administer other
punishments for disobodience, provided they kept
within certain  legal restrictions. Within the
memory of those living in Mill's day, wife-beating
was o oommon offénese in England and Amerien,
hugbands eontending that they were well within
their ‘rights. when so doing.

g . . Edueation, alwayz considersd the
most, certain gign of individual advancement, was
either forbidden or disapproved, for women. No
colleges and few high schools, except in the United
States, were open women. Common schools
were |esa naual for girls than for boys and the
number of totally illiterate women vasily ex-
ceoded the number of illiterate men. Helipion
wiag repommended to women as a natural solpes
and avenus of nselulness; but they wors nat per-
mitted to preach, teach, or pray in most churches,
and in many Finging was likewise barred! The
professions and more skilled trades were closed
to them."

That 2uch o state of thinrs was ever tolerated in
the advaneed countries of Europe and America ssems
to va of India incredible. But it iz, nevertheless, true.
Ag in the cazo of ofher social laws, the subjection af
woman was the resalt of the fundamental ideals (or
the lack of ideals) which governed the western society
aof those timea. Men were still in that low atate of
development in which “Might was Right,” and in which
the law of superior strongth was the rule of life. No
pretenston was made to regulate the affairs of society
negording bo any moral law, The physical law which
sunctioned traffic in human slaves, &t the aame tlme
sustained the bondage of the weaker sex.

[iT]
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We now live in an age where the law of the strong-
ésl, in principle at least, has been abandoned as the
guiding maxin of life. It is still very widely practized
in mdividual a3 well as in national relationships, but
always under the guize of higher social and cultural
ends, The law of foree az the avowed rule of general
conduct has given place to Ideals of social equality,
humén brotherhood, and mternational goodwill. How
far such idenls are being actively followed by the dif-
ferent peoples of the world remaing to be determined ;
but their profession as the symbol of good enlture, at
leant; ia wnivarsal,

Thoe emancipation of woman in the Weat ia thus
a very recont achisvement, Yet it Is righily congidered
by most thinkera the preatest single step forward in
the advancement of the huvman race. [y tremendous
importance In the fature development of the race is
realiged now by all classes of people over the entire
world, In fact, Ehe social status of woman in any
sotiety ia regarded by moat people, and properly 2o, as
the teat of ite civilization.

Through whal hardships and dangers, privations
and humilistions ran the therny and uphill path of the
early leaders of the women's suffrage movement. The
deeds of true nobility and herpic determination that
were performed by bhe ploneers of women's emancipa-
tion are very little known to the average man and
woman of the present day, How numerous and diffi-
cult were Lhe obstacles placed in the way of these
pioneers by Lheir brow-beating opponents, how bitter
wag the nature of their persecutions, how mesan and
foul the eharacter of the insults offered them, and bBlind

[18]
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and obstingts the atiitude of the poverning class to
thelr simple demand for justice are little rvealized by
thuose who enjoy the legacy left by those liberafora
The high idealism which inspired the movement of
the milltant suffragettes in England i3 manifest in
thetir every word and action. Their methods of peacs-
ful, gilent, dignified, consciops and eouragecus auffer-
ing, contrasted with the treacherous, cowardly, shams-
fol. unmanly, and brutal attacks of their opponents,
have received conmiderations of high merlt from all
gontions of honest and frir-minded men the world over.
Virtuous women belonging to the highest stations in
lifo and possessing qualities of rare courage, purity,
pnd sell-denial were attacked in the moat cownrdly
fashion by bands of strong-bodied hooligans, *“Pelled
br the ground, struck in the face, frog-marched, snd
toased hither nnd thither in & shamelsss manoer.™
“The women spezlers were grReaulted with dead mice
and focks of Hve mice, and fights of saparrows wern let
looze Inlo their meetings. Paid gangs of drunken men
were dizspatched fo the women's gatheringz fo -sing
obicene aongs, and drown the voices of the speakers
with the rattle of tin cans and the ringing of bells.
Bands of suiffragettes were attacked, strock down un-
eonacioud, and driven out over wet roads covered with
carbide by rangd of Liberal volunteers. Suoffrapetts
leaders were imprizoned in the jaila of England in
gronps of hundreds at a time and were meted oul the
Fomey punishment of foreible feeding through o tube
ingerted into the stomnch, o procsss which cruses in-
temae and lngering pain.”® This barbarous treatment

= E, S¥lvie Pankhurst.
[ 12]
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exeited ul onee the horror and indignation of the whole
civilized world. Yet all these brutalities were carried
on under the very nose, in fact, at the direction of the
full-fledged Liberal members of the British cabinet.

At a campaign meeting held in Swansea where the
suffragettes atltempted to ask Mr. Lloyd-George ques-
tions regarding his attitude on the problem of woman
franchise, he iz reported as having nsed such language
aa, "zorry specimens of womanhood,” *1 think a gag
ought to be tried,” "By and by we ghall have to order
gacks for them, and the firet to interrupt zhall digap-
pear,” Pling them ruthlesaly ool”™ and, *Trog-march
them.” At another meoting held in Manchester, Febra-
ary 4dih, 1906, whers Mr. Winston Churchill spoke, on
asking n very simple question, the foorteem year old
daughter of Mra. Pankhurst, Adels, was savagaly at-
tacked, thrown down, and kicked by several men.

The unwholegome and bitter experiencez of the
peaceful and gentle suffragettes at the two election
campaigngs in May, 1907, are described by Miss Sylvie
E. Pankhurst az follows:

“After these stormy meetings the police and
hosts of sympathisers alwavs escorted us home to
protect us from the rowdies. Just as we reached
our daor there was generally a little scuflie with a
band of youthe who waited there to pell us with
gand and gravel as we passed. . . . At Upping-
ham, the second largest town, the hoatile element
wad gmaller than st Oakham, but iz methods
ware more dangerous. While Mary Gawthorpe
was holding an open-air meeting there one even-
Ing, a crowd of noisy youths b fo throw u
poppermint bull’a eyes’ and other hard-boi
sweels, ‘Sweets to the sweel,” maid little Mary,

[20]
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smiling, and continued her hl‘ﬁn‘h:ul: but 8 pot-
egg, thrown from the eérowd behind, atruck Iur
on the head and she fell unconscions. . .
This is what happened on Dctober 16th, 1E|]‘E at an
open-air gathering near Dundee, where M.r Winzston
Churchill wis: to speak:

"o, . . Standing In the road wers some
thirty or forly men, all wearing the yellow ro-
settea of official Liberal stewards, and as the car
(containing four promipent suffragetiea) slowed,
they rushed furicusly towards it, shouting and
tearing op sods from the road snd peling the
women with them. One man pulled out a Inife
and began to eaf the fires, whilst the others fev-
eriahly pulled the loose piecesn off with their
fingere. The suilra tried to guiet them with
a few words of explanation, but their only reply
was to pull the hood of the motor over the wo-
men's heads and then to beat it and batter it un-
L it was broken in several places. Then they tore
&b the women's clothes and tried to pull them out
of the ear, whilst the son of the gentleman in
whoee ground the mesting was being held drove
up in anosther motor and threw o shower of pep-
per In the womean's eyes. . ., . The only exeuse
for the stewards who took part in this extraordi-
nary sceurrence is that many of them were intosx-
jl:ﬂt'ﬂdun &

And the most pitifal part of the business was that
auch conduct seemed to be regarded by its perpetrators

as engaging pieces of gallantry.

While a recitation of these incidents might be con-
tinued indefinitely, one more will suffice to show with
what conternpt and dishonor the western world has

* E. Bylvia Pankhurst—The Sefrogatia, page 451
[e1]
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treated it women, On Adgust 2, 1909, a great Liberal
fete wasz held at Canford Park, near Poole in Dorset-
ghire. There were sports and games and Mr, Chorehill
was to deliver an address on the budget. Annie Kenney
with three eompanions attended the fete, and the story
of what tonk placa i3 best told in her own words. Bhe
EAVE:

“As wa entered the Park together we saw twao
very yvoung girls being dragged abont by a crowd
of Liberal men, some of whom were old enough to
be their fathers. They had thrown a pig net over
them, and had pulled dewn their hair. We heard
afterward that these girls came from a village
near by, but the Liberals suspected them to be
Suffragettes and ordered them out of the Park.
e but they were erowded round us and the
!a.ngu.u.ga they veed iz not fit for print. . .
They were calling put toeach other to get hold u-f
me and throw me inlo the pond which was very
near . . . , bub ss soon as my back waa turned
they started dragring me about in a mopt shame-
ful way. One man who waa wearing the Liberal
eolours pulled & knife gut of his pockel, and to the
dalight of the other ataunch Liberals, started cot-
Ting ﬁmat. They eut it into ahreda right from
the neck downwards. Then they lifted up my coat
and astarted to cut my frock and one of them Iifted
up my froek and cut my petticogt. This cansed
Erent oxcibement. A cry came from those Lib-
erals, whe sre supposed to have hich ideas in
public tife, to undresa wme. They took off my hat
and pulled down my hair, but I turned round
upon them and said that it would be their shame

and not mine, They stopped then for a minute,
and then two men, also wearing the Liberal col-

clrs, pol hald of me and lifted me up and after-
[22]
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wards dragped me along, nol giving me Bn oppor-
tunity o wallk put in a decant way.” ®
The heraiam and rare genivs of Mra. E. Pankhurst

gndd her pasocintes in the suflragette movement will be
peknowledred by their friends ond foes alike. Through
thoelr =aifrings they have bequeathed to women of the
western world the priceless heritage of Fresdom, and
thus peshed the progress of the homan race © long
gtop forward. Mre, Pankhuret possessed, undoubtedly,
a firm character, a lofty mind, & generous heart, strong
and vigerous good sense. We shall eall the emaneipa-
tor of English womanhood & preat woman, using that
word not as a cheap, unmeaning title bat as convey-
ing three essential slements of greatneas, namely, un-
aelfishmosa, honsaty, and boldness. Bhe who sacrificed
everything for the voice of justice and sabmitted her-
gelf and hep three young donghters to eruel indignities
and hordships of jail life for the sake of her fellow
creatures was an unselfish, an honest, a bold woman,—
was & great woman—in the best senze of the word.
And ab this distant Hime a3 8 prool of our honest af-
fection and admiration for heér goodnesa and vwirtus,
we can afford to express & feeling of mingled sorrow
and joy &t her prolonged sufferings and final saceess.
In India, on the contrary, in the development of
their wonderful clvilization men apd women have
played an egual part, The two sexes have worked gide
by side in every branch of their spiritual endesvor, and
women have attsined the sama eminence as men in
higher learning, The Vediec hymns mention hoth men
and women as divine revealers of Truth and as spiritaal

* K, Syhvie Pankhnrst—The Sufragetie, page 413
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Instructors of mankind. In fact, The Rig Veda, the
earliest scriptural record of the world, containg hymna
revealed by women; and the Hindu god, Indra, iz de-
aoribed as being inltiated into the knowledge of the
Universal Spirit by the woman Adit. Furthermors,
the Upnishiads, the philogophical portion of the Veda,
frequently mention the names of women who dis-
coursed on philesophical topies with the most learned
men philosophers of the tmes. Women scholars wene
often appointed mrbitrators and umpires in important
philogophie debates, and the namea of the two women
philosophers, Gargi amd Maifreyvi, are familiar to all
astodents of Hindu philozophy. In other words, the
paths of intellectual ealture were aqually open to men
and women, under exactly similisr ciroumstaneass, In
faet, the very spivit of such eguoality iz inculeated in
the mindg of the people Promy both thair law and their
religion that made ne distinetion between the saxes
in the award of honors for merit. The law-giveras of
India, taking their lessons Proin the Vedas, established
the fandamental equality of man and woman by de-
Mofng the relition of the sexes thus:

“Befire the creation of this phewomenal uni-
verse, the flvst born Lord of all crestures dividad
his own =2lf into two halves, so that ope half
should be male and the other half female."

Mot only in the direction of scholary purswits, but
in the practical usiness afaira of the world also, the
wiamen of Indin have distinguished themaslves eminent-
Iy az legislators, ministers, commercial leaders, and
military commanders, Men, women, and children
throughout India are familiar with the story of Queen
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Chand Biki, who delended Ahmedinagar during the
long siege by the Grand Moghul; poets also have sung
of her valor and administrative wisdom. Ansther in-
gtance of the recopnition of the ability of women is
the story of Nur Jahan (Light of the Universe), the
beautiful gqueen af the Maghul Emperor, JTakangir, wha
guided the affaire of her husband's vast territories in
a highly eMcient manner for a pericd of neardy ten
yeara. Murther, and well known to all stadents of his-
tory, is the story of Mumtas-i-Mahal, Emperor Sheh
Jahau's consert, who assisted him In hiz works of ad-
ministration and in the construction of the famous
buildinga of his period. This woman, described as a
peraon of unexampled dignity, delicaey, and charm, dor-
ing her life-time wag the “light of hiz eyes,” and affer
death the perpetual souree of inspiration te the be-
reaved Emperor. On her death-bed, Mumtaz, the be-
loved companion of his life's happy days and mother
of hiz six children, ssked of Shah Jahan that o memor-
ial befitting a queen be placed over her grave. In
compliance with thiz request, and ag a token of his
uncaazing love for the decessed queen, the Emperor
constructed on her grave the famous Taj Mohal—a
monument which by ifs beauty hes made immortal the
love it commemorates. The most beautiful boilding
in the world stands a8 a memorlal to man's love Tor his
wife-—an unconquerable love, unbroken and unsatis-
fied. Says Sir Edwin Arnold:

"He has immortalised—if he eould not pre-

serve alive for one brief day—hiz pesrless wife.

. Admiration, delighi, astopishment blent

in the abaorbed thought with a feeling that human

[25]



MY MOTHER THDTA

alfection never struggled more ardently, passion-
ately and trivmphantly against the Oblivion of

Disth. Thers ia one goddsined, harmonions, ma-

jeatie porrowlulness of pride in it, from the verse

of the entrance whizh aave that ‘the pure of hagrt
shall enter the Gardens of God’, to the emall, deli-
cate Ietters of sculptured Arabic upon the tomb-
stone which tell, with & refined humility, thuat

Mumitaz-i-Mahal, the '‘Exalted of the Palace’, liea

here; and that 'Allah ilone ig powerful.” " *

The heroic eommand of her own forees by the Ranl
(Rueen) of Jhansi during the Indian War of Independ-
ence in IBST la a familiar and more recent example of &
woman entering into practical affaire. Clad in & man's
uniform, she rode at the head of her troops, and died
a brave and patrictic death in the battlefield. The name
of Rani Jhansi is mentioned smong the renowned
heroes of the eountry, and az a special tribute to her
loving memory her pictore in a general’s uniform is
kopt in monmy homes. Indian soeioty is not opposed
to the active participation of its women in the higher
affairs of theiy natiooal life. If the positive deglsra-
tionsof & group of western critics to the contrary were
true, the action of Bani Jhansi wonld be condemned in-
gtead of being so universally applsuded as it is now by
even the most orthedox of old Hindu ladies.

Throaghout the long history of India, then, women
have not been hampered by any man-made restrictions
from serving in the country’s religious life, from fight-
ing on itz battlefields, and from holding power in its
councils, In the present peneration we find women
again taking an active and important part in the af-

* Gir Edwin Arncld—Indin Revisitel, page 211,
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faive of the country, They have the Tfullest freedom
for gelf-expression, of which they seem to have availed
themeelves in 4 highly creditable and fitfing manner,
without sacrificing the admiration and respect of the
men. In timez of their country's need they have given
proofy of patriotizm by sell-gacrifice which speals the
languige of love and devolion to motherdand. With
g volunlary desive Lo cotperate, the men of Tndia have
wiven Lo the women of the country & large share In lis
councils, and have invited them to their national con=-
ferences of importamze.  In the nner and more weighty
deliberations of its leaders their influence iz evident,
and omn all oceasions of national demonsiration the
woraen of India are vepresented,

Shrimati Lajinvati—a frail, delicate figure, but a
beautiful model of womanly courage and dignity—haa
won for hersalf in the Panjal i piace which ia clogaly
akin to worship, She founded, and is now managing
as ita principal, the Arya Samaj Eanya Mashavidyala
{girla’ schoal) in Jallundhar City, Punjab. Another
example of India’s modern wetnen, who stands high
her eonntriymen's eatesm, s Shrimaeti Bamabai Banada,
Her work as the seoretary of Seva Sadhan, a society
for sovinl servies work among the wormen of the eouns
try, hag boen amply recognized. During the debate
over the women's suffrage bill in the Bombay Lagia-
lative Council, one honorsble membar remarked smid
the greatesi applavse of the seasom: “There iz no
Councll which would not be honored, graced, and helped
by the presenee of such a woman as one who |8 Known
to s all, Mre. Ramabai Ranade.” Mrs. Margaret E,
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Cousing, deseribing her inberview with Mras. Ranads,
Buys:

“1 azked her, 'What do you think of the fu-
ture of women in India? ‘Tt is full of hope and
promize’, she replied, snd in doing 8o spontane-
otisly took my hand and prossed it. Ik touches &
Westerner when her Eastern siater does that, It

bedges gulls and lenite the human pisgtearhood to-
pather. Like Mirsbai of the poet's intuition she

Wears litils hands
Sweh og Grod maker to hold bipg destindes,
"Her hands revealed her soul, for in their
touch was soft mweetness and strong vitality
which still Inspire me, and which promise the
blessing of her remarkable puwnra gervice to
hamanity for years to coma.

Where ia the Indian whose heart does not beat with
joy at the mention of Mrs, Barojini Naidu? Who does
pot remember with feelings of proud exultstion the
name of this beloved and revered sister—ahe who is
the symbol of patriofizm and a fower of womanly
beauty and eulture, from whose elevated soul radiate
grace, charm, and saffection, and who is the object of
her countrymen's adoration? In 1925, in recognition
of her manifald virtuea, the people of India exalted her
ta the highest position at their command; she was
inanimeusly elected President of the Indian National
Congreas.d Mo the enlirs Ristory of maenkind wo ooman
hos been mors hohly homored by her counirpmen

ME H.u.rgu.ﬂ:t E. Compines—The Advnbovog of doion Woman-

1"'1155 Iu:!hm National Congress #3 the larpest represants-
tive body of the Indian naiion, with ite remifications spread
thraughout the eountry cormisting of thoosands of branches.
Ity mestings are held annuslly ln ifferent parts of the country.
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than kaoa Mys, Saroeyind Neide, Read her poems and
you will find the heart of a woman forever gecking the
sitifaetion of hungry love;

"Hide me in a shrine of roses,

Drmen we 6 o wine of roses,

Drmwn from every frogrend grove!™

Lirten to her musical eloqoence on the nationalist

platform of India, and you will hear the cry of a
patriot's heart groaning ander the load of its country’s
humiliation from the merciless foreign yoke.

"Our arts have degenersted, our literatures
are dead, our beautiful industries have perighed,
oar valor iz done, our fires are dim, our zoul is
ginking.”

A more striking proofl of the confidence and respect
which the men of Indis besr towards their women was
given during the debates on women's suffrage bills In
the provincial legizlative councila of the country. The
Southborough Franchise Committee, which was formed
to study the general conditions in the ecountry with a
view to granting the franchise to the people of India, in
its report fo the British Government of India (1919)
had expresged ite decision apainst granting the fran-
chize to Indisn women. This decisfon was upheld by
the British Government of India in the statement, “In
the present eonditions of India we agree with them
[the Southborough Committes] that it is not practical
to open the franchise to women,” To this decision of
the Government Sir C. Sankaran Mair, the Indian mem-
ber of the Execotive Council, entered a strong protest,
based on the atrength of the evidence which was pre-
sented before the Southborough Commitbes in favor of
granting franchise to women, His eontention, further-
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more, wiis upheld by the resolution passed at bwo sue-
cesaive sessions of the Indian Mational Congreas (Cal-
cutta 1917 and Delhi 1918). This resolation expressed
in an unequivoeal manner the opinion of the Indion na-
tion on the important guesticn of woman franchise az
follows:

“Women posseasing the same qualifcations a2
are laid down In any part of the [Reform] Scheme
shall not be dizgualified on secount of sex.”

A trememdous agitation was staged In India after
the publication of the depateh of the Government of
Indis, unfavorable to women's righls. As a result of
thiz agitation a provigion was made whereby the
provinginl loglelidures were given the power o pdmit
or exclude women from Tranchise at their individual
pptions.  True by their treditions and following the
teaching of thelr ancient ag well g thelr modarn seers
the majority of the provinces have alrendy pranted the
franchise to women on the same bagis as to men, This
experience is unequalled in the entire history of man-
Kind, Hverywhere else where the women enjoy any
rights to vote or possess property, they have had to
fight & battle involving prolenged hamdships and oot-
rageous indignities imposed wpon them by the in-
dignant and oftentimes barbeavouss ruling sex, India iz
the only eivifised country of the world in which women
in modern Bmes have been granted franchise on an
equality with men withoul & single demonsteation of
insult or disrespect directed against its aspiring
womanhood. 1If for no other reason, the respect which
the people of India have shown to the desire of their
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wiinen for the frinchise, should entitle them to & high
plaee in the scale of civilization.

Mrs. Margaret E. Cousina is an international fipure
in the woman's sulfrase movement, in which fanse
ghe haiz suffered imprizonments in both Treland and
England, 2he is alao the foonder and Honorary Secre-
tary of the Women's Indian Associstion with its ffty
branches epread owver the country, amd has lived for
twelve years mmong the women of India with relations
of Intimate friendship. Mrs Cousing is not in any
gende of the word addicted to Indiseriminste flattery,
but she saya:

“Torning then to India one finds that though
the percentage of education is appallingly low, the
tradition of Indian law leaves women very free to
take any position fur which they show thomselves
capable. Mo Indian politica]l organisations were
al any Ume eloaed to women. Women have st
avery stage of Indian history talken high positions
in their country's public service. Springing
Ifrom their religious philosophy thers iz fonda-
mentally a balief in sex equality, and thia shows
itaelf when critical periods demand it, This has
been clesrly shown during the movement of the
pasl ten yedrs for sell-povernment. Womeén have
had their share in all the loeal Conferences amd in
the National Congresa. No one whoe was present
can opsily forget the sight of the platform at the
Caleutts Congress of 1917 when three women
leaders, Mra. Annie Besant, President of the Con-
gress, Mrs. Sarojind Naldu, representative of the
Hindu women, and Bibi Ammam, mother of the
Ali brothers and representative of the Mualim
women, sat alde by side, peereszes of such men
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leaders (also present) a3 Tilak, Gandhi and Ta-
gore, and recelving eqoal honor with them."™ *

Az a distinet contribution towards the solution of
the world's social problems, the Eazf Indians, by allow-
ing woman the exercize of her own free will and the
entire résponsibility of all her actions, have established
the fact that a woman left completely to herself with
opportonity to develop freely her instinets and faoul-
bes, may equal man in reason, wisdom, and opright-
nesd, and may surpass him in delicacy and dignity,

The Hinda religion has alwaya stood for the ab-
solute equallty of woman with man, In matlers re-
ligivus s well as secular the Hindu woman has besn
congidered the equal of man before the law since the
origin of the Hindu nation. The admizsion of women
into American oniversities began only in recent times,
while her partial equality in the sight of law, not vet
guite somyplete, is less than twenty venra old. But in
India women have enjoyved such rights and many more
ginee the beginning of its recorded history. To the
western readers who have been very injudicionsly fed
vpon missionaries’ tales about India, with their eolor-
ful pictures of the brutelity of the heathen towards hia
women folk, this statement may seem incredible. But
it B an undispoted fact of history thot aince the be-
ginning of Hindu low, woman in India has held more
legal rights to acquire knowledge, o hold office, and to
possess proporty than her sisters in America are hav-
ing today. 3She was never barred Irom the national
ingtitutions of higher learning bécause of sex, and n

¢ Awekemiag of Asiva Womoanhood, page 0.
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the development of her intelleetual, moral, and spiritual
quatities she was not hampered by any social or re-
ligions luws whatzoever. Bhe has stood before law as
an sxact equal of man with the same rights to possess
property, the same rights to go before eourts of justice
and to ask the protection of law. The system of oo
edpestion prevailed in the aneient universitios of
Malanda and Takhshashila, Tt ia o familinr foct nown
to all vwestorn scholars that Sekintala, the heroine in
Kalidaza's drama of that pame, pleaded her own case
before the court of King Dushyanta, Indian women
have Tought on bodtlefields alongsides of men, have
taken lending partz in their historie and philosophie de-
batea, have revealed spiritual truths for the Vedos,
pnd have roceived, ss peraonifications of the Daity, the
worship from sdoring millions, Above all else, the
Indian women have ruled over the hearts of their hus-
basude and children throughout the ages with a power
that is born exclusively of purity in character, and the
sgpirit of seli-sacrifice and love. They have heid their
dignity with a poige which does the female sex a great
eredit.

Does Hindu religion sanction, then, the bondage af
woman, &nd is wile-beating permitted in Indian so0-
ciety ! Is the Hindn wife considered merely asz an in-
atrument of pleasure, and iz her whole ambition in life
to be a passive and obedient pervant of the husband?

The maxima which guide the conduet of Hindu so-
ciety were laid down by the great Law-giver Manu,
in the year 200 B, C. e saya:

"Where female relations live in grief, the
[43]
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Tamily soon perishes; but that family where thay

are not unhappy ever prospers.””

“A woman's hody must not be struck hard,
even with a flower, because it is sacred.”

That a nation which regularly listens to readings
from epic poems of Ramavans and Mahabharata morn-
ing and night on every day of the vear, and on whose
lips the pralses of Sits, the ideal wife (hercine In
Hamayana), dance forever, should be earried away by
the desire of illtreating its womankind, as iz actually
halisved by most westerners, is simply inconesivabla,
Sita'z equal a2 & model of womanly chastity, upright-
neas, kindnesg, and devotion haa not been known in the
history of mankind. The story of her exile with her
husband, King Rama, her fidelity, and her spirituality
in known to every child born in Indis; while her char-
acter 18 get a3 an example before all Hindu women in
the country. With such ideals as thede conatantly be-
fore thelr minds, and the moral influence of the peace-
Tul, chaste family life always around them, women of
any nativn will develop within themselves a power
which it will be impogsible for any group of men, how-
ever foul and vicious, to resisl, And it maat be remem-
beved that the men of India, slow as they are in eateh-
ing the militarstic spirit of the competitive western
life, are to an exceptional degree spiritual and religions
in their general behavior. Sir Monier-Williams says:

“Religion of some kind enters Iargely Inbo
their [East Indian] everyday life. Nay, it may
even besaid that religious ideas and aspirations—
religius hopes and {ears—are interwoven with
the whole texture of their mental eonstitution. A
clergyman, who hag resided nearly all his life
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in India, onee remarked to me that he had seen
many 4 poor Indian villager whose childlilee trust
In his god, and in the efficacy of hia religions ob-
porvances—whese simplicity of character
practical application of hiz ersed, put vs Chris.
tians to shame" *
And again, in deseribing the gponcral character of
the Hindu women snd their family life, he writes:

“Hindu women must be allowed full eredit for
their atriet dizchsrpe of household doties, for
their personal cleanlinean, thrift, activity, and
practieal fdelity o the doctrines and precepls of
their religion. They are genarally loved by their
husbands, and are never brutally treated. A wife-
bester drunkard iz unkmnown o Indis. In reforn,
Indian wives and mothers are devoled to their
familice. I have often seen wives im the aot of
clrompmambulating the sacred Tulsi plant 108
times, with the sole ohject of bringing down a
blessing om their hopband and children. In no
other country in the world are family affection
and reverence Tor parents so consgpicuouzly oper-
abive as in India. In many householda first
mornitg duty of & child on rising from sleep i2 to
lay his head on his mother's feet in token of filial
obedience. Mor could there be & greater mistake
than to suppose that Indian women are without
influenee.

"'l;li‘r Monipr-Willinms—ifodern  Iedia  end the [edionas,
DL O
t Bir Menier-Willlame—odorn Trdic omd the Judiagns,

page 318
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CHAPTER 11
THE HINDTI IDEAL OF MARRIAGE

BRESPOMNZIBLE writers have diseussed the marriage

gystem of India in so irrational and inaccurate &

manner that the name fndie has become, in the mind
of the westerner, synonymous with child marriage.
These writery have tried to show that child marriage
Iz the vesult of o law of the Hindu religion, whiel,
pecording to them, sirictly enjoins the parents to en-
fores the marringe of their danghters at a tendsr age
under penalty of heavenly vengeance. They say thal
the law enjoing that girls shall be married before the
are of puberty, and, a5 & result, the majority of Hinda
girls become mothers nine months after reaching pu-
berty. Ome such writer® picks a few lines from the
Hindu poet Tagore's essay in Reyserling's Book of
Marringe, and, mutilating its text by elaver omissions,
miggquetes it to prove the poel o defender of child
marviage. This gnholy atbempt of the author to mis-
represent the noted poet and philosopher deserves
gtrong censure:  In thizs chapter we shall dizcuss the
faeta about marrviage in Indin and its allied sobject
of child marriage.

The Hindu religion strictly forbids child marriags,
The following quotation from the Rig Veds explains

the ideal of marringe:
“Waomen is to be man's eomrade in life, hie
Sakhi, with the same range of knowledge and in-

* Kntherine Maye.
[56]
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terests, mature In body, mind and understanding,
ahle to enter into s purposeful unfon on equal
terms with a man of equal status, as life partner,
of hor own free choies, both dedicating thelr life-
work ae service to the divine Lord of the Universs,
both ready to fulfil the purpose nf married life
from the day of marriage onward."

The western method of marrisge through courtship
is, however, not the rule in India. Though the court-
ghip methed s being widely copied among the educated
clasges in the comntry, the prevailing custom of mar-
riage iz still through the choice of parents. In earlier
timies marriage by the Svapombera syatem, in which
the maiden freely selected hor future mate from a
group of suitors, was commonly practised. This prae-
tice was discontinued, however, with the invasion of
Indiza by the foreigners because of the deslre of the
Indians to keep the pure Arvan stocl uncontaminated
by Corelgn blood. Sinee that time the boys and girla
are mated throngh the choice of their parenta. This
enatom may be defanded on wide social and engenic
groundzs. The contention iz that the eomplete demi-
nance of sentiment and mdividual desire in the eonrt-
ghip method of marriage, is harmful to soeial discipline,
and 18, as a rule, detrimental to the race. Marriage
15 a anered bond and must be based on an ideal of the
apiritial inion of the soulz, and not on the lower de-
givee for senze pleasures.

In order fo enable the resdor to understand fully
the principles underlying Hindu marrisge it will be
necessary to scquaint him with the fundamental char-

* Quotedl from Covsins—dA wakoning of Ao Woewmanbood,
pigy 4. ;
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acteristies which form the bagis af the soeisl =bHie-
ture of propp life in India. One distinetive feature in
the study of India is the collective charaeter of its com-
munal life, Hindo society was established on & baszia
of group morality. Society was divided into diferent
clnsges or communities: “and while no abaolote sthieal
eode was held binding on all clasaes alike, yet within
i given class {or cazte) the freedom of the individuaal
must be subordinated {o the interest of the group,. The
concept of duty was paramount."* Social purpose must
be served first, and the social order was pliced before
the happiness of the individeal, whether man or
WO,

Im India the orizin of mardage did not he in passion.
Marriage was enteéred into, not to satisfy desire om
the part of either man or woman, but to folfill a pur-
poan in fife. It was the duty of every individual dor-
ing life to marry and propagate for the comtinua-
tion of the race. His marital union did not depend
upen the eaprice of his will; it was required of him ns
a socinl obligation. No individual's life was considered
complete without an offspring. To both man and
woman marrisge wes the most copclusive of sll in-
gidentz in fife; it was the folfillment of one's whole
being. Marriage was not sought as the satisfaction of
human feelings but as “the fulfilment of a ritual duty
to the family in its relation to the Divine Spirit.” “The
happiness and fruition of family life were sought not
in the tumults of passion, but in the calm and ordered
affection of a disciplined and worshipful pair. That

¥ Coomarsswnmy.

fa8]



THE HINDU ITDEAL OF MARERIAGE

strong sexusl passlon which has been 0 beautifully
ganctified by the grace of poetry-and hallowed by the
name of romantie love, and which is the soaree of im-
menge foree and power in many a yvoung life in the
West, 15 called by the Hindu idealizt “an earthly desire
and an fllusion.”

Love as an expression of sentiment is transitory.
Poople who onee fall in love may after some time and
for aimilar renaong fall oot of love. Henee if the ideal
basis for the union of the sexes ja to be mutual pas-
gion, an arrangement muast be provided so that simulta-
pesualy with a bresk in the feacination on either side,
the marriage between the parties shall come Lo an end.
Yeb under the exiating conditions over Lhe entire elvil-
fred world It would not be possible to miele the mar-
riare lawse ag lax g5 that. So long as such an arranee-
ment remaing untried; and 20 long as thers iz any fruth
In thé statement that human hearts are to a high de-
gree fiekle, it most Tollow that successful marrizees
ghould have other sources of lasting satisfaction than
romantic love, On observation, we find that most mar-
riages, which were entered into on the sirict principle
of mutual love, hold together frem habit, from eon-
giderations of prudence, and from duly towsrds ¢hil-
dren long after lovere" joy has totally dissppeared from
the lives of the couple, The glimmer of first love very
seon fades into nothingneas, Closer acquaintance
brings o light faolts which the lover's eves in doays of
momanee had stubbernly refused fo see. Unless the
parties are possessed of sensibive souls, onkess after &
serious search for a foothold they find & basis of com-
mon interest snd common hobbies, and unless their

[aw)



MY HOTHER TNDIA

mittuality of lemperament is found adeguate for friend-
ghip, there iz left for their fature relationships no
happiness. Why, then, exeite one's imagination in the
boginning, and permit onesell lo be deluded by such
obvicusly [oolish hopea?

The Hindo system of marringe reverses these con-
giderptione  There, marrisgs ie a form of voeation, A
fulfillment of a social duty, it is not the énjoyment of
individual rights, In its ethics, designed for the com-
munal bagis of life, individusl desire and plessares
must be aubordinated to the interest of group moral-
ity. “Thus the secial order is placed before the happi-
neas of the individusl, whether man or woman. This
is the explanation of the creater peace which distin-
guishea the arranged marriage of the East from the
aalf-chosen marringe of the West; where there is no
deception there ¢can be no disappointment.” *

In this manner the champions of the avstem justify
the Indian methed of marriags, in which marriages
ara arranged by the parents or relativen. Butf, how-
ver ably it partizans moy defend the old system, and
in whatever glowing eolors thoy may exhibit ifa spir-
el valoes, it must go sooner or later, With chang-
ing times the ideals that govern Indian socisty have
changed also, Meon and women of the present day are
demanding their individoal freadom after the fashiom
of their brothers and gisters in the Weat. Rightly or
wrongly, they feel a desire to expresa themasslves ac-
cording to the spontanesus dictates of the heart. Si-
multansously with the industrialization of the coantry

* Coompruswamy—fawse of Siva, page B4,
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the restraints put upon Uhe Individusl from outside
through the mediom of zecial and religious laws are
fast dizappearing. The younger generation of the
Indian nation appears more concernad for rights than
for duties.

Those who eare may lament over the past, hot wa
ghall weleoma the change with jow, because it brings
new light und neéw hope into the stereclyped and set
gyvatein of Iwliam life. Mearriage in human society =
after all nobthing but a plunge into the unknown ocean
of the future, s vltimate oobeome dlone can fell
whether the entrants were destined to aink or swim. *
Marriage has been a lottery in the past, and it will re-
main 30 in the future, unless our lives are so modulat-
ed as to give 1o the forces of the spirit a larger and a
freer scope. It is impious blasphemy to zeek to stifle
the celestial renses, ingtead of puiding and harmonizing
them, It &= hoped, howsver, that in their new mle as
imitators of the West, men of Indin will not change
thoir attitods of fendernesa, confidensa, respect, and
delicaty towarda the female sex; and that the women
af India will retain the ealmnéss nnd dignity of their
attitude, the sell-respect and poise of their inner lifa.

All glasses in Tndia idolize wotherhood. Among no
people in the world are mothers more loved, honoved,
and obeyed than among Indians. It might be inter-
eating to point out that a pregnant woman in India has
nothing of which to be ashamed or which she wishes
to hide. She is considered auspictons and must be ac-
eorded high respect and consideration. We sometimes

* Tagore.
L41]



MY MOTHEE TNDITA

believe that the East Indisn's high good homor and
ealm in life are the froita of the Indian mother'z un-
usial cheer and hope during the period of pregnancy.
How unlike the attitude of the Indian i= to the west-
erner's gilly notions of beauty, fine shape, and grace
wherein pregnaney g made an object of more or less
open ridieule, Would that the women of Ameriea and
other weslern countrizs would forsalke their restless-
neas and nerveneness and lemrn from their hombler
eastern sisters the art of possessing polse, composurs,
and serenity ! Would that they would imitate the east-
ern mother's delicates benevolence, generosity of heart,
loftinesa of mind, and independence and pride of char-
arter |

This subject of merviage is 3o important & matter
to Tndin that we desire {o elueidate still further the
ideals underlying il We shall quole ol length from
Eeyserling's Book of Maorrioge an essay by Tagore,
than whom no one is better fitted to speak. Says
Tagore:

"Another way for the better understanding
by the Europosn of the memtality underlying our
marriage syatem would be by reference to the dis-
cussions on eugenics which are a feature of mod-
ern Burope. The sclence of pupenics, like all
other sciences, attaches but litile weight o per-
eonal sentiment. Aceording to it, selection by
st im et s (e o, ooy
volved be once admithed, manﬁa:a neﬁ.a m!:lﬂt e
rescued from the contral of the heart, and bronght
under the provinee of the intellect ; otherwise in-
soluble problema will keep on arizing, for passion
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reclks not of consequences, nor brooks interfer-
epce by outside judges,

“Hare the guestion arises: If desire be ban-
ished from the very threshold of marriage, how
can lova find any place in the wedded 1ife? Those
who have no true acquaintanes with our country,
and whose marriege system is entirely different
take it for granted that the Hindu marriage is
lovelesa, But do we not know of oor own knewl-
E:lmz how falae fo puch & conelusion?

. « Thersfore, from their earliesl years,
the husband as an idea is held up before our girls,
in verse and poetry, through ceremonial and wor-
ghip. When at length they get this husband, he is
to them nob 5 porson but a prineiple, like loyalty,
pitriotism, or such other abstractions which owe
their immense strenpth to the fact that the best
part of them Iz our own creation and therefore
part of our own being.”

The poet then offers his own personal comtribmtion
to the discussion of the marriage question generally
and concludes thus:

*This shakdi. this joy-giving power of woman
as the heloved, has up to now Iargely been dissi-
pated by the greed of man, who has gought to uee
it for the purposes of his individoal enjoyment,
corrupting it, confining it, like his property, with-
in jealously gusrded limit, That has also obetruct-
el Tor wornan heresll har inward realizetion of the
full glory of her own shaktl, Her personality haa
been insulled st every turn by being made to dis-
May its power of delectation within a circum-
arribad arensa It is beenuss she has not found her
true place in the great world that she sometimes
triez io capture man's special estate a3 a3 desper-
ate moans of coming into her own. But it is not
by coming ouf of her home that woman can gain
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her Hberty, Her liberation can only be effected
in n sovisty where her true skoktd, her onomdo
(iov) is given the widest and highest scope for its
activity, Man has alveady achieved the means of
self-expansion in public activity without giving
up his individual concerns. When, likewise, any
anclety shall be able to offer & larper fleld for the
ereative work of woman's spesial faculty, with-
out deteasting from her ersative work in the
home, then in sueh society will the true union of
man and woman become pozaihle,

"The marriage syatem all over the world, from
the earliest apea till now. iz a barrier in the way
of sueh troe unfen. That is why woman's ke,
in all existing societies, i3 so0 shameflully wasted
and corrupted. That i3 why in every country
marrisge is st moere or less of & prison-house
for the confinement of women—with all ks
guards wearing the badge of the dominant male,
That ia why man, by dint of hiz eTortz to bind
woman, has made 'hr.-r the strongest of fetters Tor
hig own bondage, That is why woman is d
from adding to the spiritnal wealth of society by
the perfection of her own nature, and all human
pocieties are weighed down with the burden of the
resulting povoerty,

"“"The clvilization of man hss not, up 16 now,
loyally recopnized the reign of the spirit Thers-
fore the married state [8 =t one of the moet
fruitful sources of the mnhappine:s and downfall
of man, of hia disgrace humilistion. Bat
thise who believe that society iz a manifestation
of the spirit will sssuredly mot rest in thair en-
deavors till they kave reseved human marriage re-
lations from outrage by the brute forces of so-
ciety—£Eill they have thereby given Tree play to
the foree of love in all the concarns of humanity,"
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Bueh g the Hindu puet’s explipation of the Ideals
pnderlying the netitution of marriags in the eommiinal
gociety of the Hindus, One feels through his clozing
lines the poet’s sorrow at the pight of the mizery
caused by a wrong conception of marringe throughout
the civilized world. The poet: cherishes, however, the
fond hope that & day of the reign of spirit will dawn
over the world, when mankind will recopnize the neces-
sity of giving fo the forces of love a free play in the
wide concerns of 1ife.

Marriage in India involves two separate ceremonies.
The firet goremony is the more elasborate, and judging
from the permanent charocter of ite obligstionsz, the
more important, It ia performed amid moch festivity
and show, The bridal party, conzisting of the bride-
eroom with his chlef relatives and friends, goss (o the
bride’s home in an elaborate musical procession, There
the party &5 handaomely feaated as puesia of the bride
for one or more daye, saccording to the means of the
host. The groom fornishes the entertainment, which
consizla of musie, acrobatic dancing, jugglers” tricks,
feeworks, und =0 forth, The day iz spent in simple oul-
door mmnsaments fike hunting, horseback riding, swim-
ming, or gymnaztic plays, the nature of the sport de
pending upon the surroundings. In the evening, by the
light of the fireworks, and in the midst of a large
erowd of near relatives amd apootatore, the cerermony
of the “union,” numely, the spiriteal onifieafion of the
near relatives of the bride and the bridegroom, is
ataged in s highly picturesque manner. In order of
their relation lo the bride and groom—Ifather of the
bride with the father of the bridegreom, first uncle of
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the one with the first uncle of the other, and so forth—
the near relatives of the foture couple embrace each
other and exchange head-dreszes as a symbol of eternal
friendship. BEach such pledge of friendship ia beauti-
fully harmonized with a song and 5 blesging Trom the
danghters of the village. Later in the evening, the
girka lead the guests to the bridal feast, singing in
chorius on their mareh the "“Welcome Home™

Marriage in the Indian home 5 thus an oecasion of
great rejoleing. The stmosphere that prevails through-
out the enfive ceremony iz one of extreme wholesome-
ness amd joy. Nothing could surpass the lovelinesa and
chnrm thal sarrounds the evening march to the bridal
feast. The pretty maidens of the village, who are con-
scious of their dignity as personifications of the Deity
and are ingpired with a devoted love for their sister
bride, eome in their gay festival dresses, with mingled
fealings of pride and modesty, to lead the procesgiom
with o song; their eyes moistened with slowly sather.
ing tears of doop and chaste omotion, and their faces
wrapped in ever changing blashes, give to the whaole
picture o distinetive Aaver of an inspiring nature. On
the Tollowing morning the couple are united in mar-
riage by the officlating priest, who reads from the serip-
tures while the hosband and wife pase together the
gevean gtepd. The vow of equal eomradeship which s
taken by both the hushand and the wife on this ocea-
glon rends thus:

"Become thou my pariner, as thou hast paced
all the seven steps with ma, . . . Apart from
thes T cannot live., Apart from me do thou not
live. We ghall live together; we each shall be an
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ghject of love to the other; weé shall be a source
of joy each unto the other; with muteal good-
will shall we live together.™ *

The marriage ceremony being over, the bridal party
departs with the bride for the bridegroom’s home. On
this first trip the bride i3 accompanied by & maid, and
the two returm home together after an overnight's stay.
The bride then remaing at her parental home until the
performance of the seeond ceremony. The interval
baetwean the two ceremonies varies from a few days
to several years, depending mainly upon the apes of
the marriéd couple and the husband's ability te support
a hame,

Thia dual ceremoninl hag been the eanse of a great
deal of confuzion in the western mind. To all appaur-
aneas the first ceremony i3 the mere important sa it is
termed mmrriage. After it the bride begina to dress
and behave like a married woman, but the couple do
nob begin to live together until the second ceremony
has also been performed, and these two acts may be
geparabed from each other by o conslderably long
period. In other words the so-called marriage of the
Hindu girl is nothing bat “an indefeasible betrothal in
the western aenze,” The custom of early marriage (or
botrothal, to be more exact) haz existed in some parts
of the country from earlisr times, but it became more
eommon during the period of the Mohammedan inva-
piong into Indis. These foreipn invaders were in the
habit of foreibly converting to Islam the beawtifuol
Hindu maidens, whom they later married. Bot no de-

" Oupted froom Coosing=—The Awakaing of Anzz Woman-
hand, page .
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vout Mohiamimedan ever injures or thinks evil towards
a married woman, Hig religion strictly forbids such
practice, Thus, to safeguard the honor of {heir young
davghbers the Hindos adopled this costom of early
maoirigge,

The girl"s marriage, however, males no change
her life. She continues to live with her parents as be-
fore, and iz there taught under har mother's supervi-
glom the elemerdary doties of o household. She iz in-
atructed at the same time in other matters conearning
a woman's life. When she becomssz of an age to take
upon hergelf the responsibilities of married life, the
gecond marrings ceremony is finighed and she deports
for her new home,

It Iz true that the standard of edwucation among
East Indisn women a8 compared with that of other
ecountries Is appallingdy low. Wa shall leave the dis-
coszion of the varions political factors which have con-
tributed to this deplorable atate of things for a later
chapter. For the present it will be sufficient to point
out that even theugh the Indian girl is illiterate and
vnable to rend and write, she 18 not uhinetroeted or un-
informed in the proper aense of the word edusation.

She knows how to eook;, to sew, to embroider, and
to do every other kind of hougehold work, Bhe is fully
informed concerning matters of hygiens and sex. In
mitters intellectusl her mind ia developed to the extent
that “she understands thoroughly the various tenets of
her religion and 15 gquite Tamiliar with Hindu legends
and the subject matter in the epic literature of India.”

My mother was the danghter of a village carpenter,
She wasa brought up in the village under the sxcluaive
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ouidance of her mother and did nol have any school
aducation, Mother, in her turn, has reaved seven chil-
dren who have all grown to be perfectly healthy and
normal boys and girls. Even though we could easily
afford a family dector, we never had one. Mother
geomed to know so muoch about hygienic and medieal
acience that she did not need & doctor. Her little
Imowledge she had aequired from her own mother; it
conziated of n few aimple roles, which she ohsarved
wvery faithiully. As little children, we were roquired to
clonn our toeth with a fresh twig, to be individually
chewed into o brush, every morning before breakdfast,
and to wash the mounth thoroughly with water after
inch meal, For the morning testh cleaning we ware
supplied with twigs from a specisl kind of tree which
legves in the mouth a very plessant taste and eontains
juices of a beneficial nature, Also, chewing a amall
twig every morning gives good exercize to the taeth
and fornizhes the advantage of a new brush exch time.
We wers told that divty testh wers pnmanneriy and
hurt & peraon’s evesight and peneral heath. A eold
water bath ones a day and washing of both hands be-
fors and after each mesl were ofther fundamental re-
quirements,

For every kind of family sickness, whether it was
o hogdache, & fover, a cald in the head, or & bad cough,
the preseription was always Che same A mixiure of
gimpls herbs was bolled in water and given to the
patient for drinking. Its only efecl was & motion of
the bowels. It was not & purgative, but had very mild
and wholesome laxative properties withoot any after
reactions, Fasting during sicknesa wes highly recom-
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mended, 1o nearly every month occurred some special
festival day om which the whole family fasted. This
fast hivd o purlfving efféct on the syslems of growing
children. A= another precautionary mensure, my
mother preparad for the children, overy winter, a apae-
cial kind of preserve from a bitter variefty of hlack
beans, which ia supposed to possess powerful blood-
purifying properties. With the exesption of quinine
during malarial epidemics, we were never given any
driogs whatsoover. These simple medicines, sombinad
with n frezh vegetable diet for every day in the year,
conatituted my mother’s only sefegunrds ogsinat
family sicknesa. And from my knowledge T lknow that
her svatem worked mirsculoosly well

During pregnoancy it is customary to surroood the
young girl with every precaution. She returns to her
parental home in order to secore freedom from sexual
intereourse during that period. In the months before
my eldest gister bore her first child, I remember how
ghe was instrocted not to permit herself to be exeited
in any way, Pictures of the ideal wife, Sifn, and of na-
tional heroes and hervines were hung all over the house
for my mister to Jook al and admire. She was freed
from all homzehold responsibilities in order that she
could devots her time to reading good etories from
the Hindu epicz. Ewsry kind of irritant, like pepper
and splees, wos rigidly excluded from her diet, and
efter the child was born she refrained from injudicions
combinations of food until the child was a year or
moes old.

Every night at bedtime my mother had o new story
to tell the children, & story which ghe herself had heard
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at hedtime when she wazs young. These stories were
drawn from the grent Hindu epics, and there wag al-
wiys a unseful maxim eonnected with them. The tale
was told to bring home to the growing children some
moral maxim like truthfuineas, fidelity to a pledge once
wiven, conjugal happinesg, and reapect for parents. In
thig manner the children in the most ignorant homes
bacame familiar with the ethical teachings of their
nation snd with the hypotheses onderlying thair e
spective religions, Almoet everyome in India down to
the most ignoeant ecountrywoman understonds the
aubitle menning of such intricate Hindo doctrines ns the
lawn of Kormea, the theory of reincarnation, and the
phitvaophy of My,

Ae was stated earlier in this chaptar, much misin-
formation sbout the so-galled child marriage haz been
gpread by ipnorant misgionaries, and has beon epgerly
awallowsd by most western readers, Tt may be well to
observe here that the two expressions “ehild marriage™
and “early marriage™ are very widely apart in meaning.
The payehological impressions convered by the bwo ex-
pressions are distingtly different. If the first ceremony
of the Hindu marringe Iz to ba taken az meaning mar-
riage, what is practised in India perhaps more than
mmywhere slee in the world is early winericge and not
child marriage. Ewven at that, early marringe ia esaen-
tially wrong In principle. Tis uscfulness in earlicr
Eiress, when it was first reconmmended . by the Hindo
lawirlvers us 8 necessary measure to preserve the com-
munal life of the nation, cannot be denied.

Like many other laws of those times, 1t hak outlived
its uzefulness, and through the influente of many eor-
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ruplions which have been added to the practice doring
aged, it has becoma a curse to the country. This fact
is frankly admitted by the leaders of modern Indin. In
the writings and speechas of the most prominent among
them the eustom of esrly marriape has been coh-
demned ag o “deadly vormin in Hindn social life,"” and
a “ghastly form of injustice.” Beginning with the days
of the eminent Hindu reformer Raja Bam Mohan Roy,
the whole literature of social and religious reform In
Indin iz full of loud and emphatic denunciations of
early marringe,

Axn a reault of the untiring, self-sacrificing aofforts
of Hindn reformera a great measure of siceess haa pl-
ready been achieved. The Hindu girl's age of marriage
kiz been steadily increasing during the last fifty yeara.
According to figures Trom the official Cenaus Report of
Indiz (1921) only 399 oot of every 1000 mirls were
married at the end of their fifteenth wear. In other
words, 60 per cent of Indian girls remained unmarried
&t the beginning of their sixteenth year. Moreover, in
the official records of Indin every gl who has passed
through the first ceremony of her marriage is fnoloded
in the married class. If we allow a hittle forther con-
ceasion on aceount of the warmer climate of India,
which has the tendency to Inwer the sgo of maturity
in girls, we shall concede that the present conditions in
Indiz in respect fo early merriage are not strikingly
differant from thoss in most Buropean countries. At
the zame time It most not be forgottom that in India
sax life beginge invariably after marriage, and never
Ihu-fum marriage. Those [fn:miliar with tha conditiona
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i1 the wesbern countries know that such Is not always
the rule thers.

Ope evening the writer was talking in rather favar-
ahle terms to a small groop of friends about the Hinda
syatem of marriage. While several nodded their habit-
pal, matter-af-faet, courteous assent, one young [ady
(Dorothy ), aclassmate and an intimate friend, sudden-
Iy said in an impnatient tome, “This i all very foolish.
By using those aweet expressions in connection with
the Hindu family life sou do not mean to tell me that
marriage between two strangers, who hsve never met
In e before, or known each other, can be ever happy
or just. TFeleity,! ‘poence ‘hoarmony,” ‘weodded love,’
Yitealization of the huosbomd™—this i= all buonlk, That
wpern should approve the blindfold yolking together for
life of innocent children in indefesgible marriage, is
putragecus. The system is shoeking; it 13 o sin oopinst
deceney. It is war against the most sacred of human
instinets and emotiona, and &8 such I shall condemn it
a2 eriminal and uneiv * Yet the voung lady was
in no sense of the word onsympathetic or unfriendly
to India, Bhe iz, and has always been. & great friend
and admirer of Tndia.

Darathy is not much of a thinker, but she iz very
lbera]l and Llkes 4o ba ¢alled a radieal. You cowold die-
euss with her ooy subject whataoever, even Frea Love
ond Birth Control, with perfect ease and Jack of re-
atraint. She ia twenty-five years of age and unmarried.
She his esn “in lowe" aevaral times, but for one reu-
gon or the other ghe has not vet found her ideal man,
&he would not tell this te everybody, bat to one of her
boy friends, “whose big blue eves had poetie inspira-
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ton In them,” and who seemed to be fine and good and
true in every way, better than the best she had aver
mét bafore, and whom she loved quite genuinely, she
hed given herself completely on one oceazion. This
happened during o weok-end trip to the mountains,
and was the first snd Inst of her sexpal experience.
2he anid it was the moral as well as the physical feast
of her lifie. Tater she saw him firting in & donbtful
manner with & eoarse Spanish girl, which made him
Ioathsome in her ayes. Gradually her love for him be-
pan to dwindle, nntil it died off completely, leaving ha-
hind, however, a deep mortal seay in her gpiritual ne-
ture. For a pevievd, Dorothy thought she could never
lowe any man again, untll she began to admire & young
eollepe mstructor in g mild fashion. He is, however,
g0 kind and intelligent and different from the rest™
with a fne physique and handsome face—hia powerful
forehead sotiing 2o beaptifully against his thick carly
hair—thet she calls magnificent. It matiers little that
he ie married, because ghe writes him the most en-
chanting letters. Dorothy's lowe for the handsome pro-
feseor i platonic. Bhe saye It will exizt forever, sven
though she entertaineg no hope of ever marrving him.
Yet while she talked about hey latest "deal™ a stream
of tears gathered slowly in her big luminous eyes.
They were the tears of hopeleas resignation, Dorathy
is besutiful, and pessesses rave grace and chavm of
both body and mind. She is well situated in the busi-
nieas world, and is not in wont of men admirers. But
vet she is unhappy, extremely unhappy. She haa had
Ehe freedon, but no training to make proper wse of
if. While she waa atill In her early teens she started
[64]
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going on pienle parties with different boye. Under the
Impulse of youthful passion she learned to kise any
poe and every ong i an Indiseriminate fashion. This
destroyed the sanctity of her own moral and apiritual
nature, and also killed, at the same time, her respect
for the male sex. Bacredness of gex and respect for
man being thus destroyed in her early years, she conld
not eazily find an ideal husband in later life. If she
had been a stapid eresture with no imagination and no
deep fimer feelings she would have fallen soddenly in
Towe anywhere—there to pass the rest of her humdrm
nnd joyless existence in an everlagting stupor. Sworely
Dorothy did not romember her own tragedy whon she
condemnod the lol of the Hindu givls In soch veboment
manner, Vaonity iz an ogly fanlt, yet it gives great
pleasure,

Unlike India, where from their vary childbhood girls
are Inltiated Inte matters of sex, and where ths Ideal of
neguiving o husband and a family iz Jept before their
minds from the beginning, American boys and girls
are brought up in ubter [rnorance of every thing per-
taining to gex. Sex {s considered as something nnelean,
filtthy, and nanseous, and 8o unworthy of the attention
and thooght of voung ehildren. And yot there s no
country in the world whete aex i3 kapt more prominent-
I¥ bafore the public eye in every walk of daily life than
in America. The firel dmpression which o sbronger
landing tn Americo gels {0 of the predomminanee of sex
tn #a daily bfe. The desive of the American woman
to show her figure to what Amerfeans call “the coarse
aveof man,” expresses Hsell in short skirvts and tight
dressed. “Amarican movies are mede with no other
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purpose in view than to emphazize e A college pro-
feseor was recently told by one of the alx bipgest di-
rectora of motion pictures in Hollywood, through
Whose hands passed & business amounting to millions
of dollars, that in making & motion pleture sex must
constantly be borne in mind. The story must be bagsed
on that knowledge, scenes selected with this view, and
the plot execoted with that thought in mind. Vaade-
villa ghows, one of Amarics’s nationsl amussments, are
nothing but s sugpgestive display of the bewatifal lags
af young girls, whoe appear on the stage acantily
driesped and touch thelr fereheads with the toes in a
highly suggestive manner.

The writer was told by an elderly Amerlean lady
that the American netionnl daneoes had & deep religicons
comnobation. A spivitusl thooght may exist behind
Americin musie, and its effect on the American youth
may be gquite uplifting, but certainly such dandes as the
one called “Button shining danes,” in which a specially
close posture is mecessary, was invented with no high
gpiritunl end in view. A wholesale publie display of
bare legs to the hips, and & close view of the rest of
their badies in tight bathing suits may be sesn om the
national beaches. Young couples lie on the sands in
public view closely locked in peemingly everlasting
embracas,

While all this may be very pure, innoéent, horm-
less, and even uplifting in i hidden nature, its out-
waurgd and more prevalent character indicates an al-
moat vicious regult of the ideal of ringing up the na-
tion's youth improperly instructed im matiers of sox
and ite proper funetion
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The lmmedinte effect of thiz anomalous eondition
in America resulting from the misinstruction resard-
ing gex by it youth on the ong hand, and the most
exapperated prominence given sex in itz national life
is particularly dissstrous and excessively humiliating.
[lalnir the word moral in its popular conventional maan-
ing, it may be very frankly =aid that the moralz of the
American youth are snything but exemplary. Judge
Hem R. Lindaey, who is fully authorized to speak on the
auhject from his experience as head of the Juvenile
eourt in Denver for over twenty-fivie years, and who i3
one of the keonest contemporary thinkers in America,
has steled facts inm hia book, The Revold of Modern
Yowuih, which are appalling, He writes;

"The first ikem in the testimony of the high
gehool sindents is that of all the youth whe go to
parties, attend dances, end ride together in auto-
mobiles, more than 90 per cenl Indulge in hug-
ging and Kesing., Thia does not medn that evary
girl leta auy boy hug and kiag her, but that she w
huggred and kissed.

“The second part of the message is this. At
least 50 per cent of thoese who begin with hog-
Enf and mmﬂﬂ do not restrict themselves to

al, but go further, and indulge in other sex lib-
erties which, by all the conventions, are out-
ragemusly Improper.

“HWow for the thizd part of the meszage. Tt
ia this: Fifteen to twenty-five per cent of those
whi begin with the hugging and kissing event-
pally ‘g the limit* Thia doez not, in most cases,

menn e_il:hur promiscuity or frequency, but it hap-
pens.”

* Pages 58, 59, (2.
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This situation iz alarming, and the leadera of the
eountry must take (mmediate notiee of it. When fifteen
to twenty-five girle out of every hundred in any coun-
try indulge in Irresponsible sexual relationships be-
tween the ages of fifteen and eighteen, that country
ia not in o healthy moral eondition. The effect of these
early sexual intimacies. betwsen young girls and boys
is ruinona to their nter spiritnal prowth. How the 3it-
vation may be remedied is & serions problam, which is
not the task of any foreigner, however honest and
Firiendly, to solve,

Tt may be of value Lo point out here how the Hindu
thinkers souphit b0 control this sitastion. We quoted
above the frunk opinion of an American collore gird
regarding the Hindu system of marriage. The il
opinion of the Hindu gystem of marriage held by most
westerners, springs, however, not from thelr knowledpe
of the dtustion, bot from its very novelty, and from
the dissocintion of the name romance from ite system.
The western method of marviape emphasizes Treedom
For the Individual, and as soch its fundasmental basia is
both noble and praiseworthy. From the exercise of
freadom have developed some of the finest traits of
character; freedom, in fact, has been the source of ine
egpiraton for the highest schievements of the human
race.  But frecdom in sex relationship without proper
Enowisdge translorms itself into license, as ils exer-
cise in the commercial relationships of the world with-
out sympathy and vigion develops into tyranny, An il-
Tustration of the former condequence may be seen in
the disastrous effect of the wrong kind of freedom on
the morals of the American youth; the alums of the
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industrin]l world are the resulis of the ledeses falro
policy when 1t is allowed to proceed unchecked, on its
reckléas caresr.

In Indis marriage is regarded a5 & necegsity in life ;
in the ease of woman it i the most conclusive of all
incidents, the one action to which all else in life is sub-
sidiary. From mariage springs not only her whole
happiness, but on it also depends the fulfilment of her
wvery life. Marrigge to a worman is a sasrament—an en-
tranes into the higher and holier regions of love and
eonzeerntion—and motherhood iz to her a thing of
pride and duty. From childhood she has baen trained
to be the ideal of the husband whom marriage gives
her, Dropping longingly into the embrace of her hus-
band with almost divine confidence in his protection
and love, she beging fo look st the whole universe in a
different light. “Are the heavens and the earth 3o sud-
denly tranaformed? Do the birde and trees, the stars
and the hesvens above, take on & mors brilliant eslor-
ing, and the wind begin to mormur & sweeter mugic?”
Or ig it true that she i herself tranaformed at the
gentle touch of him whe Is heneeforth to be her lord ?

o limitleas iz the power of homan emotion that we
can erepte in oor own imagination scenes of a joyful
exiatoncs, which, when they are finolly vealized, hring
aboot mirsculous changes in ua almost overnight, This
miracle ia no fction; it I8 & reality. An overnight's
blisaful acguaintance with her husband has albered the
constilution of many & girl's body and given to her
figure nobier curves, 1 have geen my: own sigter given
in marriage, w girl of 18, & slender, playful, fond child
with barely a sign of womenhood in her kabits and
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carriage; and after a month when [ went for a visit to
her home I found it difficolt to recognize my own sia-
ter. How suddenly had the marital union transformed
her! In the place of a slender, sprightly girl wes now
a plump woman with a blooming figure, seeming sur-
charged with radiant energy ; in the place of a atraight
childish look in the eyes there waa a look af happinesa,
wisdom, understanding that was mapiring and ennob-
ling. The atmosphere aroond my sister, onee A girl,
now o woman, weg of goch a divine charaster and her
appearancs expressed such exquisite joy that I fell
spontansously into her arms, and befors we separated
our eves wers wet with tears of joy., Seeing my sister
go beautiful and so happy, 1 was happy; and in her
moment of pupreme joy her brother, the beloved com-
panion of early dayvs, becagme dowbly dear fo her. Some
moments in our lives are difficult, nay, impossible to
forget. This experignce was of so illuminating a
nature that it ts still a8 vivid in my mind aa jf it had
happened yesterday.

The explanstion iz very gimple.  In the mind of my
giatar, ag in the mind of every other Indian girl, the
idea of a husband had been uppermost sinee her very
childhond. Areound hiz noble appesrance, fine carrings,
and handaome expression she muat have woven many
n beantiful story. Each time she sww one of her girl
[riends given in marriage to a “flower-crowned bride
grovm, dressed in ssffron-colored clothes, riding in pro-
cession on A decormted horee,” and dceompanied by
music and Tegtivity, ghe muat have drenmed. And then
when the ideal of her childhood wag realized, no won-
der ghe found in his company that height of emotional
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eenltation which springs from the proper union of the
gaxes and is the noblest gift of God to man. The Amer-
foan girl thinks my sister married a stranger, but she
had married an ideal, a crestion of her imagination,
and a part of her own being.

The wise Hindu syvatem which keepa the iden of a
hasband before the givls from their childhood will net
be eaally understood by the conventional western mind.
Those who conaider sex as something “unclean and
filthy" and have formed the conviction that ita
thoughta and its very name must be strictly kept away
from growing children must learn two fundamental
truths. In the firat place, nothing in gex ia filthy or
unclean; on the other hand, sex is “the purest and the
tovelieat thing in life and if properly managed is emo-
tionally exalting and highly uplifting for oor moral
end epiritupl development™® Secondly, to imagine
that by maintaining o conspiracy of gilence on the sub-
joot of sex oné con exclude its thought totelly from the
Hves of growing children is {0 betray in the grozsest
fort lgnoranes of patural lawas,

In Indin, however, gex 15 considered o neceasary part
of & healthy individual's He; {t {2 6 sacred and & lovely
thing; and, a3 sueh, it Is to be carefully examined and
carefully cultivated. The sexual impulse iz recopnized
g8 the strongest of human impalses, and any attempt
to thwart it by ountaide fores must result in disaster
to the individeal and in ruin to social welfare. To
gvercome sex hunger by keeping people ignorant of it
i3 the meansat form of hypoerisy. To deny facts ia

* B B. Lindsey.
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not to destroy them. It is not only stupld but sowardly
to imagine that one could make people moral and spir-
itual by keeping them :mnra:nt and super:}titltrus
Show them the light, and theis il find their ey
Teach children the esgent
the habit of independe
ampla and precapt the
they will develop within thae
of self-rezpect and zelf-res h w i

sure aguinst many pitfalls, Says the Hindo :lmmir
A woman'a best pusrd i8 her own virtue" Virtue iz a
thing which mnst spring from within and can never
b lmmposed from Ehe ootaide.

The atmosphere in the Hindn household and the
gttitude of the elder members of the family to each
ether is of such A nature that the boys and girls grado-
ally bedéome aware of the eentral facte of noature. In
fact, no attempt iz made to hide from the children any-
thing about their life funetions, The subjects of mar-
ringe and child hirth are freely discuaszed in the family
gatherings, Children are never excluded when a
brother or sister iz born, and no one tells them atories
af little babies brought in baskets by the dectors or by
storks. Whonover the growing children ask curiowns
fqueations about physiolopical facts, they are given the
netessary information to the extent that it will be in=
telligible (o them,

The experience in India has dearly demonstemted
the fact that if young boye and girds are properly in-
gtructed in the laws of nature, and if the knowlsdpe
iz backed up by the right kind of moral stimulas and
idealism, these young people can be relied upon to. EI&-
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valop Invineible powers of salf-resteaint and self-re-
ppect.  Soch boys and girls will have noble aspirations
:md will gru:r'w into fine- Bpll‘it-ed men #nd women of
i grecteErcand of ungquestionable poisa,
bulogize the Hindu sys-

e the Ovcidental. An
H:le pr'Er'u'll-Ent con-

and sl cl'mnn:aart}mwmm syetem displays a de-
plorable lack of adjustment to new conditions in those
gountries. The writer merely asks the reader to re-

~member that just because 6 system is different, it nead

ot be oulrageons,
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CHAPTER II1
THE CIVILIZATION AND ETHICS OF INDIA

HE mETINCTIVE festure of Hindo eulture is ite

femininity, While the northern branch of the

Aryan family represented by the European group
had to underge hard strogele with anyielding nature
an acesiint of a barren soil and the severity of cold
elimate, which developed in them the maaculine qual-
ities of npgreasivenesa, force, and exertion, the sonth-
ern branch of the Aryan Family, who migrated into
the smiling valleys of the Indus and the Gangés, Tound
in thelr pew home abupdance of physical comfort.
The extreme fertility of soil and the warm eclimate
made existence easy and left them lelsure for specula-
tion and thought-—conditiona which have tended to
make the people of India emotional, meditative, and
myslic,. The bounty of nature released them from
ptruggle, and the resulting fresdom Trom materfal
carea and security of exiatense developed in the Hin-
du charnéter the benevolent gualities of tolerance and
thankfulneas *

The peace-loving nature of the Hindu mind shows
Itaell In 1E8 errly ventures into the study of the higher
and deeper problems of life. When they began to in-
quire into the secrets of the universe and ita relation-
ghip to human life with & view to digcovering the mye
tery of our existence on thiz planet, they were domi-
nated molely by sm sbsolute and ungualified love of

® Mnx Miillor,
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truth. "They never gquarreled about their beliefs or
paked any quoestions about individual falths. ‘Their
pnly ambltion was to nequire knowledge of the uni-
yorse,—aof ita origln and canse—and to understand
the whenee and whither, the who and what of the
hmman soul” The early pioneers of Hindu thought
lny down for rest on the open, fertila plaina of the
Gangea during the fraprant aummer nights of Indin,
and their eyes sought the starry hoavens ahove. Then
they looked into themaslves, and must have nsked,
“What are we? What ia this life on carth meant for?
How did we come here? Where are we bound Tor?
What becomes of the human soul 7" and many snother
idiffenlt question. The answer that the Hindo sages of
old gave to these difficult questions is to be found In
the one simple rule of the Unity of All Life: One
Suopreme Being i3 the pource of all joy; He i3 the
magter of all knowledge; Ha iz eternal, stainless, un-
changeable, and always preaent as a witness In every
conscience; He alone is real and lasting, and the rest
of this material oniverse s meape, 8 mers (Thizion.
Human soul is made of the same substancs as the
cuprems soul, It is peparated from i source through
ignoranse, Through soceeeding incarnations it strives
to reach |tz ultimate goal, which ia its identification
with the Supreme Being. That iz the final end of all
human effort—the realization of the Belf—which ac-
complizshed, man's existemce becomes one with the
regt of the Universe, and his life thereafter ia one of
limitless lowe. Hiz soul unites with the Tniversal
gonl and he hag obtained his Mokehe (2olvation). He
baging to e “All things [I“ gelf and zelf in AlL"
46 ]
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This ides of spiritual freedom, which is the re-
lepse of the eelf from the ego concept, forms the
foundation of Hindu eulture, and has influenced the
whole character of Indin®s soclal and religious ideals.
Let us try to explain it a Title more cleavly. The
recognition of the unity of all life assumes the ex-
istence of one God, “one source, one essence and one
goil,” The final purpoze of 1ife i3 to realize this unity,
when the human sonl beromes one with the Universal
Spivit, Imnoranes i the esuse of &ll evil, becouse it
forever hidea from ma the truo vision: Ths wies man
contipually strives to overvome ignorance through the
astudy of philisophy and throogh sell-restraint and
renuntistion, He zeeks to achieve knowledge of 3ull,
in order that he may see God face to face, Then he
will atteln Moksha (salvation). Until he hos realized
the gheslute Truth, he must hold on to the ralative
truth ns he sees it, which iz accomplished through the
exercise of such virtues as universal love, faith, de-
votion, self-sacrifice, and renunciation.

MMespising everyvthing elee;, & wige man  showld
ghrive after the knowledge of the SeIf.”

Human life on this earth I= a journey from one
villngo to the other. We are all pilgrims hers, and
this abode ia only our temporary home and not & per-
manent residence. Instead of being confinually in
seurch of muterinl wealth, of power, of Tame, and of
tolllng day and night, why shonld we nol regard life
a8 a perpetual holidsy and leam to rest and enjoy it?
Would it not be better if we had a little lezs of work,
o little less of so-called plessure, and more of thought
and peace? Tt does mot take much to sustsin lifs; veg-
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gtable food in =mall guantities will maintain the body
In good health, and the shelter of & cottage is all that
a man requires. That he should build palaces and
mmass viches proves his lnek of kmowledge; that he
ghould try to find happiness from the ruin of the hap-
piness of his fellow beings, the inevitable comaze-
mitence af the boilding up of preat fortunes, is abaard,
Mothing in real excopt Hia Inw and His power. Homan
life, lilee & bubkle sm the aurface of o mighty oeean,
may burst and disnpponr at any moment. “There la
Freuit om the tress in every forest, which everyone who
likes may pluck withoul trodble. There s cool and
pweet water [n the pure rivers hers and there, Thare
I# a goft bed made of the twigs of the beputifol creep-
ers, And yet wretched people suffer paln at the door
of tha rich."
"A man seeking for eternsl happines: (mok-

gha) might obiain it by 8 hundredth part of the

siuffering which a foolish man endures in the pur-
guit of riches."

“Prpor men oat more excellent brosd than the
rieh; for hunger gives it sweetness.”
Thuna the doctrine of Maya has taught the people of
Indin thot all material thinge are illusion.

Thue, guided by the wision of Universal Spirit,
which snstaing the entire creation, and saved by the
right comiprehension of the doctrine of Maya, the Hin-
dug have developed a eivilization in which people are
Inspived largely by the ideals of human fellowship, by
love snd by apiritual eomfort. The wisdom of the
Hindu's retiving, passive attitude toward life will not
readily be aclmowladged by his sturdy, aspressive,
and enmbative brothers in the western world. The
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Oeeidental’s necessifies of life have assumed such im-
menze proportions, and scelal relations have become
=0 intricate and insecure, that a man's whole life 18
gpent in making sure of mere existence, smd in pro-
viding ageinst the accidents of the futore. Such is
the deademing influence of the continual hurly-burly
of every-day life around him, that he has begun, to
rogard life as synomymons with worlk. He hag mever
himzelf tasted the eweectness of security and peace,
and when he hears anyone slse diseuss it, he is likely
to brand the doetrine as dreamy, unreal, and imprac-
ticnl, "But ia it surely wige to destroy the best ob-
jects of 1ife for the sake of life? Is the winming of
wealth and the enjoying of pleasure alwnys a superior
cholce to that of spiritual freedom? To love leksurs;
ideals, and peace has been the eriterion of Hindu wis-
dom. Those who have clesely studied the history of
the Hindu pation know the illumination, the peace,
the joy, the strength that its lessoms bring into the
livea of those simple, virtuous peeple.

Hindu eivilization haz been, on the whole, humane
and whaolesome, and the life of the people of India has
beon one of unalloped usefulness and service to huo-
manity. Indin has slwasys been the home of various
religiona and its people have alwoys been divided into
innumernble faiths, At mo period of ifs long history,
however, has religlous persecution been practized by
any class of people In the country. “No Wir was ever
waged i or outelds of Indis by the Hindu nation in
the name of religion, India has never witnessed the
horrors of an inquisition: no holy wars were under-
taken, and no hereties burned alive for the protection
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of peliglon.” In the entirve history of the Hindu notion,
nota drop of blood has ever been shed in the name of
refigion. T'o those who hawve read the accbunts of the
bloody tortures and the massacres that have besn en-
acted for the sake of religion among the Christian
nationa of the world, this iz saytrg mauch.

The hobby of the Hindu is not Catholicism, Prea-
byterianism, Methodiem, or any other form of ism
known to the western warld ; hiz interest does not lie
in Hinduism, Buddhizsm, or 3ikhism. His paszaion iz
for religion. "He lovas not-a roligion; Ae Huea for vo-
Hipion.” It was hig love of religion which an old Eng-
lish missionary found among the inhabitants of a amall
willugre In Narthern Indip. Tired (rom walklog in the
Iost aummuer sun, this wandering friar lay down under
the eoal shade of 4 banyan trees for rest, and fell asleap.
How long he slept and what brilliant dresms of His
Master Lord Chrizt's mercy this humble mendicant
had, no one knows, When In the late afterncon he
opesed his eves, he saw a beautiful yvoung girl gently
fanning his face, while her litile beother stood near,
earrying in his arme a hasket of cholee fruits and a
jug-of fresh, eool water. Ag the old friar's eyes finally
met the maiden's kindly gaze, he exclaimed: “At last
after all these weary travels T have found & Christion
people!"”

Religion to the Hindu iz not one among the muamy
Interests in life. It is the all-absorbing interest, The
thought of a Universal Brotherhcod taught in his re-
ligion gmides every soclal, eommmeraial, and political ast
af his life; while the hops of divine sanction inspires
his efforts in the intellectual and spiritnal spheres,
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Rellgion is not the mere profession of & certain theolog-
feal Taith, whose ritual may be observed on gppeinted
pecasions and then be forgpotten till Eime again comes
for worship and praver. Religion is the “Yeaming be-
yond” on the part of man, and when onee its easence
is realized, the spirit most mfloence every interest of
the individual's life. This is the way in which religion
iz understood in India. It i2 not a matter of form, but
of mind and will. To the Hindu, it is more religious
to cleanse the soul and build & good character than to
mutter prayers and obgserve a strict rvitual. Morality
ashould form the basis of religion, and emphasia should
be laid, not on outward observance, but on inward
spiritual cultare.™
“Hy deed, thought, and word, one should do
fo (all) living Detngs. This Harsha de-

clared to be the highest way of earning religious
mierik'”

The main purpose of life i the realizstion of Belf,
to which all other interests must be completely sub-
opdimated. The material things of the world are but
a6 medne to this end; and the end being religion, its
thought muat not be loat gight of in arranging the de-
taila af fife. Henee, religion pervades the entire Tabyrie
of Hindy soeiety. BStudy Indian art, law, ethics, ond
politieal economy; everywhere you will find the same
thotight of God and his all-embraging merey underlying
them all,

The religion of the holy Jesps, who tanght the
doctrine of oon-registance and whose Sermon on the
Mount i3 resplendent with love for humanity, has in-
gpired many & Gandhi in the Kast, It has, however,
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been the eauze of much blodsdshed and 2laughter, Under
its banner alavery wps sustaived until the sconomic
conditions throughout the world made its abolition in-
evitable and imperative. The negro-traffic, involving
human brutality which makes us shudder and horrors
which freeze our blood and leave us aghast, was car-
ried on by Christian people with the express sanction
of the most holy BSee and her aggust liewtenants of
God. As late as the end of the nineteenth century
China waz sobdued in the name of Christian religion.
The immedinte provoention of the Boxer War was the
murder of two white missionaries in the intorior of
Chinn. What deeds of chivalry the soldiera of the
westarn nations, who were sant to China for the de-
Fence of Christianity, did, sre recorded by Mr. Gowen
in hia An Oulline History of China thus;

"But in Tung Chow alone, a city where the
Chiness made no rezistance and where there was
ne fighting, five bundred and seventythree wo-
rien of the npper clossea committed suicide rather
than survive the indignities they had suoffered.
Our civilizsation of which we hoast so0 mueh is still
something of a veneer.”

The religion of the Hindu requires him te practise
love toward his fellowman, tendorness towaird animal
life, and toleration of religioua diverdities with other
people. He belisvea that the Christians, the Mohnm-
medang, and the Jews may be as good mon in their
human relationships as he and be on ne stralght a
rondd {o heaven a3 he 5. He does ool guestion the
diving revelation of the holy books of other religions,
nor doez he demy "that Christ was the Son of God,
and Mohommed the Prophet of God.” All thet he
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wishes in this life ia that he should be allowed Lo wor-
ship his Deity as he choossed. Says Krishng in Bhag-
vat (Gita, the Bible of the Hindus: “Whosoever come
to Ma, through whatever form, through that 1 reach
him: All men are atruggling to reach Me through
various paths, and all the paths are Mine"

“There iz in the Hindu religion a doetrine called
Ahimasa, namely, non-lnjury to any form of life, which
(ranscends any ethlieal jdeal known to the western
ethics, The idea fndz expression in the Soclety Ior
Prevention of Cruelty to Children and Animals.” The
Hindu religion is the only religion in the world which
forbida the enting of animal flesh, [f all life ia of
one egzenes, if the animal pleading for life silfers ax
truly ss man under the geme conditions, is it fair to
kill the animal for the salee of & simple pleasure? This
gentle docirine of harmbessness has helped Lo develop
in the Hindu character the noble virtues of benevo-
lence and universal love. The Hindo may lack the ao-
called “manly vwirtues™: hig spiritual nature may be
shockad to hear thet perfectly eivilized men and wo-
men kill animals for sport, that they go on pleasure
excursions on the otenn to shoot the flying fiah. The
Ouh Is hermiess, snd when shot mervely falls into the
ocean; merely in shooting it liez the aportasman’s
amneement. Which of the bwo extreme doctrines 18
right, we shall leave the readér to judge for himself.
But the general doctrine of “"harmlesangsa™ must com-
mend itself to the enlightened moral sense of the West,
A vight comprehension of this principle will assist
greatly in gelting rid of the curse of cruelly and war,
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Two features o the Hindu charaeter whizh stand
oot most conspieuously are truthfolpess and chivelry
towards women, The name for truth in the Sanscrit
language 18 satya, which meana to be. “So truth in the
Hindw's language meang that which ja. It may not
neceespTily be the same as that which iz belisved by
the majority of people. Again, the highest praise
given to the gods in the Veda is that they are truth-
ful and trusbworthy. We koow (hat people will as-
eribe to thelr gods the same gualities which are held
In highest regard among themselves. The whole lit-
erature of ancient and modern India is full of episodes
procloiming the virtue of truth., Rama's answer to
Bhavata in the epic poem of Romeyna [quoted on page
i3] is typical of the Hindu's regard for truth. In
Mahabharats sgain we find the same devolion to &
pledge once given. DBhismea, for example, weas willing
to sulfer desth rather than fo disregard his pledge
never &g hurt a woman, The posts of the Vedas, the
gages of Upnishads, and the writera of the law books
wiere all insplred by feslings of profound love and rav-
ergince for truth. The whole literature of India iz vi-
brant with the ssame keynote—highest regard for
Eruth,™® A perusal of the accounts of the character and
culiore of the people of India left by foreign travelera
in amclent and modern fimes shows that the traveler
wis mosk deeply Impressed In each Instance by the
Hindu's love of truth. Let oz examine a few of thee
acoounts,

* Wax Miillar,
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The Chinese traveler Hiouen-theang writea:
“Though the Indians are of a light tempera-
ment, they are distingulished by the siraightlor-
wardness and honesty of their character. With
regard to riches, they never talke anything un-
Justhy: with regard to justics, they make even ax-

epRglve poneegnionge. . . . Steadightforwardness ia
Eﬂl;:l::li:utinguiahlng fegture of their administra-

The Mohsmmedan historian, Idrls, writes thus in
hia Geography (11th eentory) :

“The Indians aree naturally inelined to jus-
tice, and pever depart from it in their setlone.
Their good faith, honesty, and fidelity to their en-
gagementa are well known, and they are so fam-
ous for these guelities that people fock to their
country from every side *

Marco Polo, the Venetian explorer, says:

“Yau muat know that thess Abraiaman (Brah-
man} sre the best merchantz in the world, and
the moat truthfal, for they would not tell & lie for
anything on earth.” *

Major-Genernl Sir W. H. Sleeman, K. C. B, who
resided in India nearly a quarter of & centuty, and who
was during this period employed in various capacities
In which he eame in direct eontact with hundreds of
people every day, writez of the Indians thus:

1 have had before me hundreds of cases In
which g man's propecty, liberty, or life depended
upon his telling & lie, and he has vefused to tell
L 2o

At another plees while apealting about the Indian
merchants Mnjor Slesmen saye:

* Quoted from ek Mikller,
[94]
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“1 beleve there iz no class of men in Lhe warld
mare strictly ionorable in their dealings than the
mereantile claigges of Indis. Under native gov-
ernment & merchant’'s beoks were appeaked to as
‘holy writ, end the confidence in them has cer
tainly not diminizhed under our rule

Finally we shall quote from a speech made by Sir
Guy Flestwood Wilson in 1818 when he was rebiring
from the high office of Finance Member of the Indian
Government :

“1 wizgh to pay 8 tribate to the Indians whom
1 know best. The Indian officials, high and low, of
my department, through the years of my connec-
tlon with them, have proved themselves to be un-
gparing of pervice and sbeolutely trustworthy.
Ag for their trustworthiness, let me give ap in-
stanee, Three vears ago, when it fell {o my 1ot to
impose new taxes, it was imperative that their
natore should romain seeret until they were of-
foially announced. Ewverybody in the deperi-
ment had to be entrusted with this sseret. Any
ene-of these, from high ofeials to low-paid com-
poditors of the Government Press, would have
become a millionaire by using the secret improp-
erly. Bul even under such tremendouz tempta-
tion o one betrayed his trast™ ®

Commenl after these unequivoeal testimonies of
eminent foreign chroniclers of India i unnecessary.
Where el2d In the werld could the experience of the
Finance Member Sir Guy Wilzon be repeated? If
evervong who visited the country was equally im-
pressed by the truthful charscter of the Hindus there

muat surely be meaning in the statement that the

* Qnoted from Siler Faclio.
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Hindue are honest, truthful, and straightforward.
Foreign travelers have vizited other lands during va-
rious historical perieds, but nowhere else were they so
singniarly impressed by the integrity of the peopla ad
in India. PBut we are not obliged to leok into ancient
histories to establish the Hindo's honesty and love for
truth. Go to-day into any town of India. Walk in the
buginess sertion of Bombay, Caleutta, or Karachi and
there you will find transactions amounting to hundreds
of thousanda carried on day after day without & re-
eaipl taken or given. An entey in the ledger books of
both parties is all that is held necessary in such cases.
In my own family, low-paid household servants draw-
Ingr aslaried up Lo & couple of hundreds & year were In-
truated in the eonrga of their duties with the handling
of many thousands of dollard. And thers was no least
feeling of hesitation or anxiely on the part of the
Fumily; not because the servants were bonded, but be-
cause they were trusted
A people who respect truth ao highly must be loy-
era of learning. At every period in the history of In-
din, & geniuz has been recognized and aceorded asaist-
gnea, even f his thesis ran contrary to the popolar
prejudice of the day. Whether a new sage lifted his
head in the field of religion, or a thinker in the philo-
saphical or scientific field was borm, he waas always al-
Jlowed an opportunity 1o express himsslf under the
most favorable clreamstances. He did not have to
foar persetution on areount of his ideas. So long as
be had a message to offer to mankind, he was peanred
an audience, "“Fresdom of thought hes oheays pra-
vadled amomg all clazzes of peaple in India.”
[76]
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Chivalry toward women, which has been named as
another outstanding feature of Hindu character, has
already been dizcussed in o previons chapter.

To review in detail the achievernenta of Hindu eiv-
iHzation wonld require volumes, Indip'a contributions
to the world's atndy of philosophy, sclence, refigion,
snd social organization are legion., While the conti-
nent of Enrope was gtill in & state of barbarism, the
Hindu= invented the rciences of grammar, arthmetie,
and astronomy. They were alveady masters of a per-
fact alphabet, of o polished langunge, and of the most
pomplete aystems of Inw and social ethics that the
world has ever goen, When the forefathers of the Ang-
lo-Saxon rnces roamed in forests with painted bodies,
the Hinduva had an extensive lterature, an - estab-
lished religion, and a developed civilization. In fact,
India hns ever beem esteemed g the hirthplace of the
mozt natural of natura!l religions, g= the nurse of
soiences, as the inventresa of fine arts, and ae a fertile
home for all forma of wenins. Har lawgiverz evalved
the most wonderful fabrie of soclal organization, and
composed systema of ethice worthy of the highest
praise; her philosophers invented six most profound
syetema of philosophy famoos for their sobtlety of
thought and acuteness of logic: and her religions
teachers formed the two grestest roligions of the
world, which are to thia day professed by more
then helf of the human race. Even in the domain of
natural aciences Hindus have advanced to a high state
of development, & fact which Ia little realized by most
people.  Says Sir Monier-Williama:
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“Indeed, If 1 may be at all allowed the ani-
ehrenism, the Hinduz were Splnozites mors than
two thousand years before the existence of Sping-
gn: and Darwinians many centurfes before Dar-
win; and evolutionists many centuries before the
doctrine of evolution had been accepted by the
scientists of our time, and before any word like
‘evolution’ existed in ony languasge of the world."”

The Hindus belong to & race of mankind which has
vullasted all the nations-of the sacth, “Before the
daye of Ahraham Indig had achieved s great civiliza-
tion, Other eivilizations bad lived and died. Egypt,
Babylm, and Assyria—sach came and went, After
India had been flourishing for more than two thousand
voprs, Greeee appeared and passed on. The vast Eom-
an Fmpire, dominating half the earth, paid huge trib-
ute bo the art end Industry of Indis, then closed fta
dny while the Hindu people continued to develop
magnificent schievements in scienoe, literstore, art,
architecture, law and government, philosophy &nd re-
lighon” TLerd Curzon, whose judgment undoublsdly
was 1ot bigaed in favor of Indis, writes:

“India has left a deeper murck om the history,

philpsophy and religlom of mankind than any
other tarrestrial unit of the universe,!

Wi have thus shown that s a nation the people
of India have dovoted thelr efforts more 1o the devebop-
ment of the spiritual side of life then the material.
Tnlike the gggressive and combative charsetor of
western civilization, the prominent festures of Hindu
culture are a passive and reflective attitude toward
life. Compared with the record of her glster nations
in the Weal, the history of the country has been hap-
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pier, less fierce, and more peaceful and stable; the in-
hahitemts have been more careful and thoughtful, pas-
aive and tolerant,

Two great civilizations of the world—India pnd
China—asparated only by a long border, have floor.
inhed for cenmturiea, and not onee in their entire his-
[ory have they been at war with each other. They
early realized the truth that the object of human life
i not possassion of immense wealth and dominion over
wegher races for the sake of physical comforts. The
aim of huoman effort, as they saw it, should be the de-
velopment of the “mental, moral, and epiritual powers
latant in man.” The Hindus evolved for themealves the
idea of o God thot wns ommipotent ond all-merciful,
of & human sonl that was part of the Universal soul
and must be pure, of a life thet has the divine spark
in it and must be boundless and consecrated to the
pervice of all. Trothfulness, generasity, kindoess of
heart, gentleniss of behsvior, forgiveness, and com-
pasgion ware taught in Indin as evervday precepts
long before any such thing as ethies existed in any
other part of the world. Their insistence upon kind-
ness and cherity are marks of troe virtoe; their be-
lief that sthica must foaem the basis of religion and a
maornl Hie is the eriterion of religious mind ; their real-
ization that all men are brothers and that a virtuoua
slave i better than a corrupt master, mark the Hin-
dus as a race of highly intelligent and moral peephe,

Many of these statementa may not be noval, but
they have for ue a significant appeal in the fact that
“they were thought out and enunciated many eentuir-
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ieg ago, and that they reflected life, mot sg it mighl
be Imagined in & Utopia, bat a2 It was actually lived

by the common peaple in the small villages and towns
of India."

Thus wrote Manu, the great Inw-giver of India:

“"That man obliains supreme happlness here-
after who aeeks to do good fa all creatires"”

[&0]



CHAPTER IV
THE CASTE S8YSTEM OF INDIA

E CAsTE system of India is the moat widely dis-
cusaed subject all over the world; it is also the
least understood. Tt is really surprising how little

people outside of Indin know about the institution of
paate, na it was orviginally evolred and perfected to form
the baziz of the connbry’s soeial, politienl, and sconomic
gtructure, Even gludents of Hindu philosophy and
nrts have but o vory dim percaption of the meaning
of caste, Yoo ennnot talk about Indis for five minutes
to any person without being confronted with the ques-
tona: “How pboult your caste system?T Tsn't U frue
Lthat the upper classes refuse to marry the untouch-
nbles, and even to come into any kind of physical con-
tact with them? Have not the Brahmbns of India al-
ways lovded over the clazse: for thelr own beneflt?
Wouldn't they seize the power again for their own
banefit if the English left India today? Don't voo see
that we have given freedom fo the negroes in this
eountry ! They have the samse political Hghts as white
men to vote and te hold offiee in sur government. They
ean come inta oor homes and do the cooling for us and
we foal no repulsion for them. Would you permit such
masscigtion of the clossea inm Indin? This equality of
spirit is democracy, and until India gives up hor old
artiatocratic habitz and changes to the new democratic
ideals of the uge, she will never be free politically, mor-
ally, or apiritually—ialk what you will of your spiriical-
ity and ethies,”
[81]
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I have heard such sermons over and over again
from Americans of every status in life. Coflege pro-
fessors and their wives, univerzity students, teachers,
ministers, ghirt dealers, insurance agents, street-car
eondustors, boothincks, and vailroad portera have asked
mi mximikar questions, Tn veply, T do not deny that one
class of people is ealled “untoumchables™ and that no
other elase will intermingle or intermarey with them.
I goestion most seronaly, however, the truth of the
premipe of the second ataternsnt, Brahmans have not
always ruled the coontry with purely zelfish miotives.
The priestly cluss has wislded immense influence in
Indin's political and social life ai different periods of
ita history, but they have used thelr pewer mostly for
the advancement of ite eiglture and arls. Te the Hrah-
mang we owe in general the elaborstion and systema-
tization of Hindu philossphy, The vaat tressures of
Hindu literature and fine arts were both produced and
preserved by the zame clsss, who for unknown ages
have been the sole repozitories of knowledge in Indis.
They have abused their authority at several periods,
but on such neessions a great reformer like Boddha or
Manak always appeared ameng the Hindus and gave
the corrupted priests fresh warning for their mistalkes.

The power of the Brahmana was at its lowest whion
the Britizsh acgoired Indis, and the Brahmans hsve
found in the Engrlish rulers of the country great cham-
plons, who hove suceseded first In demoralizing them
snd then in assisting them to demoralize in turn the
rezt of Hindu society. England with itz mighty oov-
erning hand of steel Is the strongest bulwark of arig-

tocracy in Indis. And thoas who say thinga to the con-
[£2]



THE CASTE AYBETEM OF INDILA

trary either do not Enow the facts or they deliberately
mizrepresent them. We shall explain later how the
gubitle methods aof our forelgn rolers work.

Lastly, I do not deny that India needs a reorganiza-
tlon of its antiquated socinl system in order to fit prop-
erly into the modern world. Her ¢aate regulations have
given Lo her numeroas races and classes only the nega-
five benefits of peace and order at the exponze of the
positive opportonities of expansion and movement. If
Indin s to live, and if it hopes ever 1o oscupy its proper
ploce among the family of nations, it must et ook of
ila svatern the eancer of untouchability. However
manilest are the evils of India’s rigid casle system and
the neeessity of 1ts iImmediste overhauling, the eontrast
with Americs seems so unjust. 'With typical compla-
cency, the Americans declare that there is no caste in
the United States. Yet the American negro, althoagh
he has a right to vote and to hold office, has absalutely
no opportunity to make use of these privileges. A
child of ten has more chanee of beating the world's
hegvywetipht champion in & prizefight than an
American negro with the highest moral and edoca-
Honal gquolifieations has of becoming & governor of the
smallest atate in the Union, The world knows that in
moat stotes the low prohibits marrase between whites
and negroes, while society everywhere will, in its own
direct and emphatic American way, ban the union of &
white wirl toa npeero, It is also troe that in most states
nepro children are tanght in separate schools, and that
on Sunday colored people must go for prayer to sspar-
#te churches, In the South, the center of the negro
populition in the Unitod Siates, negross must travel
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in separale earriares on railroad fraing and use sepur-
ate waiting moms at the stations, It iz also & matter
of history that on the average more than sixty negroes
ure lynched in Ameriea every year by mobs for erimes,
which if eommitted onder similar conditions by white
perdons, would be punizhed throogh the repular conrse
af law,

This condition in the United States doss not justify
the Injustice of easte [n Indin or noywhers else in the
world, but it may help to give the sharp critic of the
Hindu system a milder temper in hiz judgment by re-
minding him that hamen nature evervywhers haz ita
virtues and faults. We shall now proeeed to examine
the origin and the fonetion of the eazte of Indin

The Smnekrit word which haz been wrongly trams-
Tated imto caste is Viorna, which means calor. Thus the
derivation of the term showe that the originnl claesi-
fieatioms in Hindu society were made on the basia of
color or race.® When the Aryans first migrated into
Tndis, they found themaslves face to face with hovrdes
of savage tribes belonging to inferior and aboriginal
mced. The positlon of those Aryan lorefathers was
analogous to that which later confronted the imml-
grants of BEurepe into the continentis of Amerlea and
Australia, While these latter invadera have sought to
gimplify their race problems by exterminating the ori-
ginal inhabitanizs of these conntries, the early Hindus
under gimilar conditions accepted the Inferior races as
unita in their ascial abructure and gave them a distinet
place in the scale of labor, the nature of their functiona

* Mnx Miller,
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heing strictly detarmined sccording to their qualifica-
tion. Ewen in oor preézent siage of advancement we
find that easte prevails throughout the eivilized world.
1ts uely symptoms are most prominent in America,
Australin, and the white colonies of Africa. In the
U'nited States, the Iynching of negroes in the South and
the atriet anti-Asiatie regulations of the state of Cali-
fornis, and in Auvstralis the “Keep Australia white at
all eoet” spidt among the population,—both of these
ghow how desply the spirit of roce hotred has pene-
trted into the ayetenn of the dominant white races of
the world. Tn the state of California, which is the
center of eriental populslion n America, Iaw prohibits
the Asigties (Japanese, Chinese, Hindus) Crom owning
property and even from temporarily leasing lands for
farming purposes, Ancther statute rules against mar-
riage between whites snd mongoliane, The znti-Asiatic
land lesse repulations of California have given 4 severs
blow to the oriental population of the state. The
Japanase, Chinese, and Hindu immigrants to the United
States were chiefly agriculturists., In the early davs
of California these frugsl, honest, herd-working people
contributed materially to the development of agvieul-
ture. And the fact eannot well be denied that the in-
benzaly hot regdons of the Imperial Valley and the mos-
quito-ridden, swampy northern counties were brought
under cultivation almost exclusively through the initia-
tive of the Jopansse and Hindu Taviners of Californla.
The Chinese, in conjuncilon with the other orlental
ruces, had much to do in developing the Inrgest aapora-
gus growing region in the workl, represented by the
deltas of the Saeramento Valley. Imperial Valley ia
[86]
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todey the rleheat vepetable prowlng colony in the
world, The northern coumties prodoce the finest quali-
tiea of California rice in immense gquantities, while the
Delts asparvagus has mede California’s pame [amous
throughout the world as the producer of the choicest
qualities of both white and green asparagus, Buot the
gitople, peace loving, industrious, and retiring Asiatics
who tofled to make the nmame of agricoltural Californis
great are barrad by law from making even an honest,
meager fiving throngh farming on o small seale. And
all bocauge of the caste of race! Az one of the state
smmators excliimed not long ago: “We musi beep Cali-
fornia safe from the gellow peril To which an
eminent Hindu publicist humorously replied: 1 have
gean no danger of & yelow peril in California except
that af the “Yelow Cabs.™"

When a smzll group of immigrants in any land find
themeelves surrounded by an endlese environment of
barbarous tribes, we grant that the situation i eriticsl.
The amall group of Aryan immigrants in India, how-
ever, unlike the American colonists, who exterminated
most of the eriginal inhabitants of the eountry, sought
to asgimilate the barbarous bribea, and henee found
themgzelves confromted with a difficslt problem. They
were inspired with the desire to presérve the purity of
thedr superior rage and culfure on the one hand, and to
asaimilate in thelr soeial syatem the aboriginnl mees
as well na they could, in order to save them from an-
pihllation, On the other hand, they fell it necessary
b safegiard thelr race by refusing bo infermarry with
peaple an a lower seale of civilization. The Aryan fore-
fathers of India, by giving to the original population of
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the country a distinet place in its social life, however
low, have proserved them on the one hand from ex-
termination and on the other from slavery of person.
“Was this not the very solution which suggested itzalf
to the American emancipator Lineoln, when at a much
later date he faced the same problems under gimilar
eonditions? That adjustment of their racial differences
that had been deeclsred wise and that had been prac-
tised by the Hindus many thousand vesrs ago, was st
laat nelknowledged by the lenders of the western world
aa the only aalvation from their dificult sitnation.” Tn
the meantime, whole popnlations had been ohliterated,
and generation afler generation of homan beings had
been subjected to the tortures of slavery,—Lo Injustice
and suffering of the most loethsome kind,

Before we judge the Hindu too harshly for refus-
ing to drink the same water as the non-Arvans and to
ast food cooked by their hands, we must remember
that moat of the aborigines of Indin were carrion caters
and were move unclean than their Arvan neighbora.
The Aryvan would not perform eny act of life without
previously taking hiz morming bath ; he was seropulone-
Iy elein in all his habits. He felt, therefore, that it
was merely o hygienic precaution not to sllow the filthy
barbarinns séeeaa to his person or his howse, But it
is the nature of caste to convert temporary inhibitions
into permanent barriers. In so far ss the early
Hindy socjologists paleguarded the superior Aryan cul-
ture by laying down strict rulee—sanch as the refusils
to Imtermarry and to dreink the same water—, they
were in the right, Therein they recognized the diver-
gity of races and the necessity of keeping zeparate the
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mort highly developed and the least civilized. *But
they erred most dangerossly in nol grasping the fact
that differences between human beings are not fixed
like the phyrieal barriera of mountaing, but are motabla
and fluid with lfe's fBow,”™® “It I8 the law of life to
change iks shape #snd volume throwgh the impact of
environment.” “Was it not expected that comtact with
the eivillesd Arvans would develop among the abarisin-
al inhabitants of India the wholesome gualities of elean-
liness, honesty, peace, and love characterigtic of an
advaneed race ™ To have thos bound in an iron frame
the growing body of a healthy people was not only an
intellectual blonder, but o spiritual erime, Az o vesuolt,
India, which iz fundamentally one nation, iz now tom
ifits innimorable costes and communities. And thas
is the esuse of her deprodation and ruin. India, which
ghould ke the mightiest nation of the world loday, on
account of her ancient colture and history and the
nobility and height of her spiritual idealism, is now
fallen, 1T there exists anywhers the law of Earma,
the Hindus of the present age are atoning Tor the sins
of omizsion of their ancient forefathers, The great,
groat, preat prandehildren of those who denied their
fellow humans the natural rightz of humanity have
been cast oul of the world's progresgive life as the
black purinhs of the race. In a recent decision of the
United States Bupreme Court, which hag ruled oot the
natives of Indin as ineligible tn the eitizenship of
Amerity, the Honorable Justice remarked: “Hindus of
the high esste beldoging to the Arvan or Caucasisn

*Ta
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rpce, are not white persons.” Those Hindus who pride
themaselves as twice-bora Brahmaas should take notice
of thizs Innguage.

Lot those who wish elamor lond about their Novdie
superiority or Brahmanic purity. What iz needed in
the workd today is not the purity of the race so much
s the purity of the human soul and its motives, How
far the soul of the western people is clesn 1 vwould not
say, but belng myself & Hindu, I do know that the soul
of India is black. By denying {o their fellow brethren
their rightful pesition as human beings, the upper
glasses of India huave ainned most atreciously against
themsalves and their gods. “Where the tonch from a
follow human being pollutes and his shadow corrupts,
there the gods can never reside, or truth prevail' The
lnws of nature are immutable. You may err egaingt
them Tor a short timo, bat you cannot afford to ignore
their existence forever. In the ultimate reckoning nz-
tore will fall upon yon in & mad fury and wreak for
vour mistakes u terrvible vengeance, Thos, those who
get out to humble and degrade others are in turn
humbled themaslves. “In the aet of tyranny, the tyrant
lnasg sight of his ideals and develops the pride of
power, which is another name for the lowering of his
soul.  Like a man under the infleence of Houor, he may
fepl for the time powerful snd strong; yet from the
moment an individual loses hold of truth, the insanity
of cruelty and injustice ztaris its deadly work, which
will end in his ruin and death,” *

* Tagire.
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If the Hindos wish to survive, they must first
humble themaslves before the members of the lower
classes arainst whom they have long sinned so terribly.
They must purify their souls and promize o sin no
more. Unless they can do this, it is foolish to expect
national freedom, and it Is idle to desire it. Those who
will not grant freedom to those below them, are them-
#elves not fitted to have fresdom.

The high-bon Hindo shoold think over the situn-
tion in which he finds himezelf today. When he deapises
the Mohammedans and the lower easte Hindog to euch
an extent that the mere physieal touch from the most
highly enltured and cloan of their kind will apoil the
cooking of the wretchedeat of the so-called high-casts,
how in the name of God, man, or the devil can he ex-
pect them to love and serve him? The entire history
of mankind does not afford one instance in which an
oppressed cluss hae fonght to protect the honor or
power of its oppressora. It s idle to hope that the op-
preseed classes of Indis will ever conzent to shed their
life-blood to win the freedom of their country. They
may &t some tme make immense sacrifices in the serv-
iee and at the bidding of such a universsl asoul &
Gandhi, or perhaps unite to drive ook an intensely
hated foreigner Hlke the British., True liberation, how-
gver, ¢an be brought to the netion only threwgh the
spiritunl unity of its peoples; under the present aacial
regulations the hope of such & vnion is mot only vision-
ary but Idiotic.

My misgulded Hindu hrethren of India should re-
member what the followers of Nanak, the Sikhs, have
plready dome, and what the Arya Samajists ave doing
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now in the Punjab, They can do the same and much
more! If they need a leader to guide them, they ean
find no ong holier or wiser in the whele world today
than Mahatma Gamdhi, who will gshow them the light
g2 soon as they are ready to see it. Gandhi, the
Mahatma (the Great Soul), the leader of millions, has
adopted an untonehable givl into hia family, whom Mrs.
Candhi (= bringing up with their ewn children in their
home. This action has made Candhi ne smaller in the
sighl of God or man. Will it make other Hindus
smaller if they come forward and say to their brethren:
"Oomie, brothers, we embriace you, We shall forget
the past and be ope agaln, Children of the same
Father, we dre all equal before Hig law. Thers shall
be, in future, no high or low among us. Brahman and
Sudra, Mohammedan and Parsi, we shall join hands
snd strive Lo bring our motherland back to itz Tonmer
vigar,” Then and then alome will the regeneration of
India be poasible,

We find that guite early in the eountry’s history
Hindu society fzll into two main divigions, the Aryans
and the non-Aryans. The former were again divided
into three ordera represented by prieats, warriora, and
Aryan farmer: or merchants; while tho non-Aryana
constituted the servant class or the Sodras., The di-
vision of society into the three priestly, warricr, and
mirchant closass s & natural one. We find il parallel
in ancient Peraia, where the division of the comumunity
into priests, warriom, and husbandmen is shown In the
Avesta. “In fact, the enste sentiment prevalls in preat-
er or less degree in all monarchical countrizs of the
warld. In medizval Earope the sentiment of ecaate
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grew 2o strong that it found expression in lierature
and Iaw."

The work of society in India was distributed among
the four castes as follows:

1. Brahmans, the priestly clasa, were the teachers
of the rest of mankind. Their funetion waz to atudy
the Vedie seripturas and varions branches of lmowledge
such s selonee and philosophy. They were to offer
ppiritual gnidance and to assist o]l other classes in the
performance of religions rites and ceromonies. Evary-
ong depended vpon them for Favor with the goda, for
Lhey were believed o be gpecially favored to Interpret
the Veda, As a tribuie to the Brahmans' spirituslity
and learning, they were mespecled and loved by the
other clazass, Their simple physical needs were amply
provided for, so that they wers abgolutely free from
any form of materidl care. Within the realm of their
appointed duties they were the free, intellectual lords
of the Universe, This rule applied to the enfire class
of scholars and religious teachers, and not o any
chosen group among them, A parallel stafe of intel-
lectual freedom could be reached in the modern west-
ern world if afl of ita professors and religions instrue-
tora wers born with independent mesns. The Brah-
means" threefold fonetion of teaching, studying, and re-
nuneiation inspived nmong the maspes of manlind the
feelings of reverence and affection for them. A
Brohman's body was on that accoant regarded ag
gacred, and to hurt him in any way was the heaviest
gin; while to kill a Brahman wns an unpardongible sin
which eould not be axplated even by penance throagh
an unlimitéd number of auecessive rebirtha™
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While Lhe priestly elass thus pecelved the love and
homage of the populace, they atb the samea time enjoved
many immunities ind exemptions, From certain pun-
ishments s Brahmwan was always exempt, and his high
rank secured him pardon for numerons crimes, On the
other hand, special rules were laid down for his class in
order to preserve itz sanctity. “He could never drink,
et meat. or enjoy the coaraer pleasures of life” In
fact, the Inw codes of the difforent eastes specify that
for certwin offences n Brahman should be punished
many times moro than & man belonging to the lower
elossei,. This severity was doe to the belief of the Inw-
givers of India that “greater knowledpe demanded
grealer reatraint, amd that with the raise in a person's
ptatus his reaponsibility must algo rige.”” The rale for
a Brahman ss given by Vagistha is thin: "“Those are
trug Brahmanz wio, well-taught, have subduoed their
pasgicns, injure no fving being, and close thelr fngers
when gifts are offered them." Again, the same teacher
has aaid that a Brahman by birth iz not a true Brah-
man but a slave onless he lives a virtuous and elean
life devoted to study and restraint. Savs Mamm, the
great law-giver of Indin: A Brahman who does not
live na s Brahman is no botter than a slave.” He could
ba made an putesst sand demoted socially into a lower
rank.
Thus we fnd that while on the one hand their
higher status won for the Brahmeans respect and rever-
ence from the populace, on the other hand thelr better
pogition imposed upom them special restraints. It is
difficult for ua to realize the wisdom of this dictum,
vet the Hindu law which prohibited ita intellectusl
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elagses from possessing property and otherwise amass-
ing wealth was one of the most profoundly wise laws
in the soelal history of man. Looked at in conjunetion
with the text “that a householder obtains high merit
in this life and hereafter by giving food, drink, and
raiment to Brahmans,” the dictum againat the aequir-
ing of wealth by the Brahman claza will appear not
only wise but highly just. “Here was n class of achol-
are, leaders of mankind, who were safe from the two
great evile which are the curse of thelr noble profes-
gion—rthe anxiety of making a livelihood and tho temp-
tation to pequire fortunes."

Lieat I be supposed that the acholars of India lived
on the sharity of other clazses, o condition which is
pot rerarded in the West a8 honorable, it mayv be added
here m the form of a corollary that charity in India
haz an altogether different meaning from Chat in the
Weat. The motives behind such acta in India and the
western countries arve guite different. According to
Hindu theology, the piver of a gift and not the re-
cipient iz the baneficiary. Abaslutely no pense of pride
or self-importance iz attached to the beatowing of gifta.
Such deeds are always accompanied by a senze of desp
humility and thankfulness in the heart of the honse-
holder. “Tt in the dhierma, which may be translated as
the men-nese of war, of every householder to provide
handeomely for the needs of & Bralimsn, and he does
thiz from a sesse of rellgious and soclal duty az well
aa Trom a desire for 4 religious blesging.” It i3 as much
the householder's duty and joy in life to accommodate
f Brahman as it is the hope and delight of every
mother o comiort her child. To assist a strange
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geholar in his work is considered no more an ael of
charity in India than is the sopport of a 2om at eol-
lege in Europe or America. The experiences of M.
Margaret E. Noble, an Englishwoman of lierary
eminence, who went to India for a study of ita phi-
losophy, are illustrative of the Hindu psychology in
thia matter. She relates in her book The Web of
Fudian Lifs the story of her residence in the Hindu aec-
tion of Caleutta.  After news reached the neighbarhood
that she had eoma o India as n student, ghe found in
front of hior deor one morning a jar of fresh milk and
# basket of provisioms feft by some unknown visitor.
This experience was repeated almoat every day of the
yeur ontil ber departure, Yeb the donors of these
plmple present: never made themselves known to M.
Noble, nor was she ever questioned by anyone of her
neighbors: regarding her views on Hindo life. They
did mot eare whether she wasz friendly or hostile to
them in her judgments. The fact that she had come
among them as n sbudend was sufficlent reason for
them {4 provide lor her. Fudic fa the only edwntry in
the world where pooks and priests never starve,

2. Ehnshoiriyos or the royal and military elass
were the ruolers of the country, and their duty was to
protect the other classes. The Khashatrives conatitot-
ed the knightly coste of Indin. They weore brave and
chivalrous, The enjoyment of the senses and of plea-
sures sabjeci to such laws as may probtect the weak
from the strong werd the legitimate rewards of this
clazs. Many 8 deed of extreme heroism committed by
this class onder the noble impulse to probect justice or
to gerve Cupid is related in the epie history of India.
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“Chivalry taught them the lessons of galéty and
enjoyment. They learned to admive and desire beauty.
Unlike the austere nscetic Brahmang, passion and plea-
aure in the company of woman was sought by the gal-
lant sultors of the warrior class, Women were often
objecta of jealousy, and they always exercised great
power through their beauty and charm. TFine, full-
hlooded creatnres they wers, who knew how to get and
give love. Both men and women loved superbly and
pazeionately, Their passionz were gtrong and conswm-
ing and thelr thirst for love great.” Theira was a love
abhout which s post sung:

“irive me yowr ove for o day,
A it an howre
IT the wages of gin are death,
I am willing to ey,

Oh! Agiza, whom I edors,

Aziza, wmy one delight,

COnly ome wight—T will die before day,

And trouble your life no more.”
(LawWRENCE HoPE, ) *

. Tha Vaiskys or the merchant and hughbandman
clags constituted the body of the people. Theoretically
they were the equals of the other ¢lasses of the Aryan
family; but “practically this class together with the
fourth caste, namely the Sudras, formed the majority
of the population, whose dufy it was to support and
gerve the two upper classes,” They managed the bosi-
ness life of the esuntry and were responaible for the
maintenante of the other classes. They tilled the soil
and managed the entire commereial and industrial af-

* Quoted from Otto Rethfiekl—Wuomen of Tudia,
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fiirs of the land, This class was again subdivided into
various groups according to thelr profeszion. This
plassification of the middle elazs of India on the basis
of occupation was founded upon a thoroggh under-
atanding of the laws of heredify—"the purpose being
to develop the best qualities throogh heredity trans-
mizsion, Thereby an attempt was made to develop
further the brain of the scholar, the skill of the erafis-
man, and the inpenuity of the trader throogh the cum-
ilative influence of careful selection from generation
to generatton,” By thus shutting different trades and
professions into mir-tight compartmenta the Vaishya
deprived thomselves of the banefits of the infusion of
young blood into the old system. While on the one
hiand it hasd the wholesome elfect of reducing the evils
of competition to the minimum, on the other it has
gradually fended ““to turn arts inte crafts and genius
inte skill,”

4. Swdres or the servant class constituted the en-
tire sboriginal nen-Aryan population of the country,
whoese function was to do mechanical serviee in the
household life of the community, Aecording to Manu
the highest merit for thiz class was to serve faithfully
the other three classes, The Svdras performed the
moat degrading tasks, and were allowed to somo into
contact with the Aryan population only as menials.
Omn peeount of their filthy habite these sboriginals were
not allowed a cloae approach to the persons of the high-
er clasaes—hence the origin of the term “unteuchkable™
Yeb the fact stands thal even the “untouchailes™ are
membere of the Hindu family group. At marriages
and other festivals rifta are freely exchanged between
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them and the upper classes. For a houssholder it is
equally imporkant to participate in the ceremonies of
the village “ontouchables™ and his own consins. 1 re-
member very clearly how ag s young boy 1 wag in-
structed by my mother to bow each morning before
every elder member of the family, nor forgeiting the
gervants, or Sudras.

Bhagavad Gita, the Bilbde of the Hindus, lays down
the following mles for the different castes of Imdia:

“The duties of the Brahminz, Kshuatrivas,
Vaishyas, a3 also of Svudrasz, are divided in sccord-
ance with their nature-born qualities. Peace, zelf-
restraint, austerities, purity, forgiveneas, and up-
rightness, knowledge, direct intuition, and faith
in God are the natural qualitiez of the BErahmin.
Of the Kehatriyas, bravery, enorgy, fortitude,
dexterity, flesing not in battle, gift and lordli-
mess: are the nature-born gqualities. Agriculiure,
protection of cows, marchandise, and various in-
dustries are the nature-born duties of the Valsh-
yas, Copscienbtiousness in menial service is the
nature-born duty of the Sudras. A man atisins
perfection by performing those dutiss which he iz
ghla to do"

This division of duties among the different castes
“in accordance with their nature-born qualities™ needs
gpecial notice, We find here that the original distine-
tivna between different classes were mada on the basis
of their natoral gualifications, "The purpose of the
early Hindu sociologists was to demign a society In
which opportunity was allowed to everyons for only
Each experience 2 his menial and spiritual atatos wos
capable,”™ In the beginning, costes wers nol fixed by
iron barriers, nor were the oceupations and profeseions
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of the people hereditary. There was freedom for ax-
pansion, and eveéryone ¢njoyed the privilege of rising
into the higher seales of accial rank through a demon-
atration of his power and shility to do s0. It i a cori-
pus foct of Hindu history that nearly all of ite incar-
pations,—namely, Buddha, Bama, Erishma—belonged
to the second or military caste, But the Hindu castes
had already lost their flexible natures az eariy as the
sixth sentury B.C.. when Buddha once apiin presched
the doctrines of equality to sll elasses of people.
Through the influence of Boddhist teachings and for
over o thoosand years during which Buddhism vaipned
over Indin, artificial hereditary caste divisions among
peoples were almaost entirely domolished and forgotten.
“Buddha gave to the spirit of caste a death-blow, He
refused] o admit differences between peraonz becipse
of their color or race. He woald not recognize a
Frohman besapgse he wis barn 8 Brahman, On the
other hand he diztingnizshed between people according
to their intellecton] status and moral worth."* He who
possegacd the goalities of “pesce, self-restraint, self-
control, righteousness, devoetion, love for humanity,
and divine wisrdom' was slone a true Brahman, To the
Buddhist, caste was lesz important than charaster.
Hiz Jataka tales preached this doctrine in a simple but
highly eloguent manner:

“It iz nof right
To eail men whila
Who virtue loek;
For il 5 a0
And wod the alin
*E. W. Hopkins.
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That sakes men bluck
Mot by the oul of his hatr,
Nat by e claw o bivik,
Moy o Bralvmin clatm the Bralmin's newe,
Fut only by evorel deovth"™
About 800 A, Dy, however, when Buddhizm deelined
and the Brahmans regained their power, eaate was once
again estoblizhed on the old heredifary lines. Sinee
that time the inlluenee of the vicious svebem has pre-
vailed, except when i€ was checked by such teachers as
Chuaityna who have repularly sppeared at eritical
periods of the country's history. MNanak's imfluence in
middern Hines has been the strongest i breaking down
the barriers of c¢aste. He was born near Lahore
{Punjab) in the vear 1469 A.D. and became the found-
er of the Sikh religion. He recognized the equality of
all human beings, irrespective of their coler, rank, or
gex. In one of his most popular verses he savs:
“Une God produced the light, and all ereatures
are of Hiz creation. When the entire universe
has originated from one source, why do man call
one good and the other bad?™
Even In the presenl day the followers of Manak

gre 8 tremendous force In demolishing csste. In &
recent general azsembly of the Sikhs held st Amritsar
(the official headquarters of the Sikh religion) it was
announced that at all future gatherings of the eom-
munity, and in all of ita free Eitchens everywhere,
cooks belonging to the "untouchable” elazs shall be
freely employed and even given special preference. As
& beginning of thiz polisy the wsual pudding offering
of the Sikha was distriboted by “onbtonchable” men

"Jelakn, 440, Qooted from E. W. Hopling Etkim of fmdia.
[ 210 ]



THE OASTE SYSTEM OF INDIA

and women to a group of nearly twently thousind dele-
gates at the convention, Prior to this, resolutions con-
demning “untouchability” had baen passed on innumer-
phle oeengions at zocial service conferencea; but never
hafore had the ages-old custom been trampled upon,
fn & practienl way, by any other sommunity belonging
to the Hindu religion. May this auspicions beginning
mnaugurate a tridmphant conclusion. Tt 4 sincerely
hoped that the leadership of Gandhi and the vivile fol-
fowerg of Manak in removing the curse of “untoach-
ability™ will soom be retognized by the entire Hindu
community, This alone could insure the enthusiastic
Hindu nationalista politienl economic freedom for their
pountry. Had it not been for the aelfishness of the
BErohmang daring the medisval period—s selfishness
which has tended to ségrepate the Hindos inte differ-
ent sections through the atrict caste restrictions of
various types,—India would occupy today the vangoard
of the workd's progress instead of the mear. In spite of
ber present wealkness India possesses, however, within
hersell & marvelons reserve foree which will enable her
to paze through this erisis. While the hauehity West,
which has abways delighted in taunting the Hinduz far
the latter's coste, has not even begun to examine her
problem of mee-conflict, India iz already on its way to
egalving her own caste problem. Gradoally, as the
younger gencrvation among the Hinduz pains more
power, “untouchability™ and s allied dizeases will dis-
appear. Personally, I believe that the leaders of India
gre headed in the right direction, and that soon equality
among membars of the diferent caztes will be estab-
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lished in the country gs a permmnent part of its social
structure.

“In the Hindu svstem, once the people ware divided
inte different castes, equality of opportunity for all pre-
vailed within their own castes, while the caste or group
ne 2 whole had collective reaponaibilities and privileg-
ga,” Each caste had its own rules and code of honor;
and so long as & man's mode of living was aceepiable
to his caste-fellows, the rest of the community did not
care ghout it at all. On the other hand, & man's statos
in the vutaide world or his wealth mads no change in
hi= rank within the caste. I shall offer on fostration
from my own experience, During the mourning weclk
after the death of a near relative of His Royal High-
neas, the ruling Prinee of the native State of Kashemlir,
Her Royal Highnesg gave a atate recaption to tha sym-
pathizing friends, Whereas she greeted the wives of
the two highest officials in the State, the Englich Resgi-
dent and the Prime Minister, with a nod &f tha head
from her seat, Her Royal Highness had to receive
gtanding the humble housekeeper in my brother's
home, because the labter belonged to the same caste as
the ruling prince. “Soecisty thus organized can be best
deseribed by the term Guild Sceialism.”

Another distinetive femture in the study of its
caste i= the communal characker of Hinda life. Hindu
socieky was established om & basis of gronp merality.
Ho set of moles were held binding on all classes alike,
but within & glven caste the freedom of the individoal
was subordinabed to the interest of the ecaste. Men
lived not for their own interests or comfort, but for
the benefii of the sommonity. It wae a fife of sell-
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gnerifice, and the concept of duty was paramount, The
good of caste, of race, of nation stood first, and that of
the individual secand.  Seclal welfare was placed before
the happiness of the individual, “For the family sacri-
fice the individual, for the community the family, for
the eonntry the community, for the soul all the world.”

Which of the two ideals, the communism of the
Hindu or the individuslizm of the Westarner is the bet-
tor? Saye Rahindranath Tagore: *REurops may have
preached and gtriven for individuslism, but where else
in the world is the individual so moeh of slove?*

On the other hand it must be remembered also that
all idenls are good only so far as they sesist the in-
dividual to develop his full manhood, and the moment
they begin to hamper him in his natural growth and
thwart hiz own will they lose ther valoe. So long a8
the caste repulations of the Hindus assisted them in
their spiritunl development, they were justified, Bat
the moment they began to lose their original character
and became an oppression in the hands of the priestly
clazses, who used their authority to stifle the nation's
epirit, they had lost their vsefulness and invited the
ridicule and censure of all intelligent thinkers.

Where finer feelings of fraterna! human-fellowship
prevaiied over self-interest nnd individual gain, in such
o community mo voiee eried in vain at the time of dis-
iress. When deaths m the family left =mall children
parentless, or sickness amd misfortunes made homes
pennileag, the protecton of other members of the caste
waz alwayz available for those in need. Orphang and
halpléas membere within the caste were Eaken into the
homes of easte brothers and carefully brought op and
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fed with the rest as members of the Tamily, Here the
lucky and the unlucky were brought up side by side.
Thus there has never arisen In India the necessity of
arphanages and poorhouses. As was said by an emi-
nent English writer: * “For to the ripe and mellow
gonius of the East it has beon always elear that the
defenecleps and unfortunate requive 4 howe, mot &
barrack,”

Let ns now review the entire subject of caste thus:
The Arvan invaders of India found themaelves sur-
rounded by hordes of aboriginal and inferior races,
Under similar conditions the European invaders of
America and Aunstralis exterminated the origingl popu-
lation by Eilimg them off, or converted them into ho-
man slaves; the Hindu Arvans avoided both of these
inhumanities by taking the native inhabitantz of the
land into their social life. They save theae inferior
peoples a distinet place in the aseale of labor, and a=z-
gigned to them the duties of menial service, for which
plong thoy wers gualified nt the time. Forther, to
safogunrd their superior culture, the Aryan leaders
lnid down strict rulea agninat intermarriage with their
non-Aryan neighbors.  And as these aboriginels were
flthy In thelr habits and mostly carrlon-eaters, it was
also ordained 45 a measure of hygienic precaption that
the Aryans should not be allowed to drink the same
water or eat food cooked by non-Arvan hands, This
was the begimning of untonchability.

Simultansously with this racial divizion roze a fune-
tional division among the Aryan population separating

* Margarel B, Mable
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it into thiee orders of priests, warrlors, and husband-
men. This constitoted the four-fold division of the
Hindu easte system—the Arvan inhabitants of the land
forming the first three castes of Brahmans, Khasha-
trivas, and Vaishyvas, while the non-Aryanas constituted
the fourth easte of servants or Sudraz. At first these
divisions into different castea were flexible and persons
in the lower eastes were allowed to rise into the ones
higher by virtue of their merit. We find that most of
the historie veligions teachers of the Hindus, namely,
Rama, Krishna, and Buddhs, eame from the second
claaa.

Gradually, however, the castes began to lose their
MNexilde nature, and belors the birth of Buddha In the
year G600 B, C. they had already seguired o hereditary
character. The teachings of Buddhism had the tend-
eney to break down the hereditary barriers of caste,
and during & thoussnd yvears of it reign the peaple of
India had forgotten their caste boundaries. “Around
6 A, D, Buddhism began to decline and the Brahman
priests gained fresh prestire. They set up the differ-
ent eastes on the old hereditary lines onece again, and,
except for a few loeal breaks through the apperrance
of auch lenders as Nansk in Punjab and Chaityna in
the South, the spirit of caste has provailed throughont
Hinda Tndin since the decline of Buddhism." The
greatest champion of the lower classes who has ap-
peared in recent times is the pencelol lewder of India's
silent revolution, Mahatma Gandhi. He has apolken and
written againat untewchability and its alliad evils more
bitterly and longer than against other vital political
and economie wrongs of the country. He has told his
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countrymen time and again thst India's soul cannot
become pure so long a2 ontonchability stays amongst
the Hindus to defile it. And as a proof of his own
gineority in the mabter he has adopted in his own
family an untouchable girl whoem he ealls the joy of
the howsehold.

The evilz of caste are quite manifeat. Tt has tended
to divide the Hindu eommunity into varions groups and
thue destroyed among them unity of fesling which
mlome could ingore national atrenpgth, Lack of united
power opened the way For foreign invagions, which,
pgrain, has resulled in dragging India down from her
Former place of plory to her present state of humilis-
tion snd ruin. Yet alongside with the many evils of
Indig’s caste system several advantages have ae-
eroed from 1L s exiglence has ténded Lo make the
people of India conservative and tolerant. With the
institntion of enste thev felt so well fortified within
themselves that they did not fedr the Influx of new
ideas into their midst. India offered a safe and wel-
come home to the oppressed minoritiea from other
lands, The Parsis and Jews aanme and settled there.
They were not merely tolerated but welcomed by the
Hindus, becsues the latter, assured of their own won-
derful powera of resietancs, had nothing to fear from
clifgide influences, The IHindu caste system may be
deseribed as “the social formulation of defence minns
all elements of agpression.” Jince the beginming of
her history India has been sobjected to mumerons in-
vasiong, bot shie has stood against them soccessfully.
In the caltural sense India, instead of being conquered,
“has always succeeded in conquering her conguerors”™
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The fnvaders belinging to different clvillzations and
races have eome and disappeared, one alter the other;
but India still survives, *

Again, in the Hindus' scheme of the division of
labor care was taken to assign to evéry man his taslk
and remuncration in such & manner ag to avoid all un-
necegsary friction among the different closses. Its
value will be readily vecopnized by those who are
familinr with the avils of modarn industrialism, arizing
from the intenes hatred within the differemt clasees.

Finally, it must be gzaid to the oredit of Hinda ao-
eiologiata that, at lenst, they had the courage to face
the problem of raco-eonilict with a sympathetic mind.
The problem waa not of their ereation, The diversity
of races exfsted in India before these mew Arysn in-
vaders eame (nto the country, The caste system of
the Hindus waa the resnlt of their sinesres endeavars
to saek u solution of their difficult problem. Ita object
wag to kesp the different races together and vet afford
ench one of them opporfunity to express itsell in iis
own separate way. "India may not have achieved com-
plete auccess in thia, But who else has? It was, at
least, betber than the best which the West has thought
of g0 far, There the stronger races have either exter-
minated the weaksr ones like the Red Indians in Amer-
ien, or shut them oot completely like the Asioties in
Auvstralia and  America." “Whatever may be Its
merits,"" says Tagore, “you will have to admit that it
doed not apring from the highsr impulses of civiliza-
tion; but from (he lower passions of greed snd hatred.”

* Tagern.
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CHAPTER V
GANDHI—THE MAN AND HIE MESSAGE

HAMDARS KARAMCHAND GANDHI is today the
Mﬂa:;huwledmﬂ leader of thres hundred million

inhabitents of India., He is the author of the
Mon-violent Non-codperation movement, adopted by
the Indian Mativoal Congress as o weapon of passive
reglstanee wherewith to win India’s fréedom.
March, 1922, because of his public activities in India
ad & leader of this movement, Gandhl was convicted on
the charge of promoling disaffection towards the
British erown, and was sentenced to six years' incar-
ceration. He was relensed from prison, however, in
1924 by a gpecial order of the British Labor Govern-
ment. Since that time he has remainad the most
powerfnl and beloved puoblie figare in the nationalist
movement of Tndia.

Hiz movement has sroussd great intersst among
the different peoples of the world, But the Informa-
tiom given to the sibside public has besn so vagie and
disconnected that it has led to very erroneous con-
clusions. 2o much of pure nomsense in the form of
praige and ridicule of Gandhi and his activities haz
been passzed around that it has become difficult for the
earnest student to separate the real from the fietitious.
Therefore il iz only fitting that we should make a
earaful study of the man and hiz meazage.

A gufficient niimber of scholara, atudents, mizsion-
aries, travelers, and writers have studied him cara-
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Tolly enough Lo enable them to form a relisble opinion.
Irrespective of their missions, opinionz, and designa-
tionsg, these investigators all agree as to the magnetic
personality of Gandhi and to the purity of his pri-
vate and poblie life. “His sweet, subtle sense of humor,
and his profound confidense in the ultimate triumph
of truth and justice as against falaehood and oppres-
gion never fail to influence and inspire avervons who
eomes his way." Even the very judge who, seven years
ago, sentenced him to mix venra’ inearceration counld
not rezizt the temptation to eall him “a grest patrict
and o great lender,”™ and to pay him the tribute: "Even
those who differ from you in politics look up lo yoo as
g man of high Ideals and sz leading a noble and even
saintly life.”

Gandhi, born at Ahmedabad (India} in Oetober,
1569, had gll the advantzfes of an early educition un-
der coreful guidance. Hia father, Karamchand Gand-
hi; a wealthy man and & stateeman by profession, eom-
bined in himsalf the highest political wisdom and
learning together with an utter simplicity of manner.
He was respected throughout Deccan, in which
(provinee) he was prime minister of a native stale, as
f just man and an uncompromizing champion of the
weak. "Gandhi’s mother was an orthodox Hindu lady,
with stabborn religious conceptiona. She led n very
gimple and dignified life after the teachings of the
Hindn Vedaz." She was a very jealous and affection-
ate mother and took a deep Interest in the bringing wp
of her children. Gandhi, the favorite "Mohan™ of his
parents, was the center of all the cares and discipline
of his loving relatives. He inherited from his father
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a determination of purpose and the tenacity of a pow-
erful will, snd from his mother a ssnse of religions and
moral puriky of life. After pradusling from a native
achool in his home town, he was sent to England to
finizh his eduestion. He fitted himszell for the bar at
the University of London, and on hia return to Indis
was admitted as an advocate of the High Court of
Bombay., While still in London, Gandhd acquired the
hahit of passing the best part of his days in solitude.
From the temptationz of the boisterous: London Life he
eould find escape anly when he sat alone by his win-
dow, violin in his lap, and thought of an uncongquered
gpiritual world in his mind, A product of the early
favorable circumstanees and all the sdvanced odo-
eation, Gandhl is thus a highly culbured genileman
with finished manners. He possesges a happy tem-
perament with but a tinge of melancholy pervading
his life and eonduet

Ag g patriot and leader of an oppressed people
struggling for freedom, Gandhi belongz in the cate-
gory of the world’s gpreat lberators with such men as
Washington, Lineoln, and Mazzini, As a saintly per-
aon who hag dedicated his life to preaching the goapel
aof love and truth, and whe has actually lived up to hia
preachings ho ranks smong such of the world's great
gages na Buddha, Jesus, and Bocrates. On the one
hand a dangerous political agitator, an untiring and
unresting promoter of a huge masa revolution; vet on
the other an uncompromising champion of non-vie-
lence, a saint with the motto, “Love thine enemies’
Gandhi stands unigue, supreme, unequalled, and un-
aurpassed,
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His theory of & non-violent maes revolution aim-
ing at the dethronement of a powerful, milltaristic
government like the British Burenueracy in India,
though strange and impractical at firat thought, is yet
very gimple and slraightforward.

“Man i3 born freg, and yet," lamented Roussean,
“he is everywhere in chains.” “Man is born free,
why should ha refuse to live frea?" questions Gandhi,
Freadom iz man®s birthright, With unlimited liberty
In thought and actien man eould live in porfect peace
and harmony on sondition that all men would rigidly
observe their own dutics and keep within their swn
righta. "But men aa they are and mot as they akould
be, peasess s certaln amount of apimal asture. In
soime il iz sobdued, while in others, let loose, it becomes
the causge of disturbance and diglocates all fresdom.”
To zafegoard against the enéroachment of such na-
tures on the “natursl rights" and privileges of others,
men have organized themaelves into groups called
states, “By 2o doing, each voluntary member of this
state foregoes some of his persopal rights in exchange
for certain individusl privileges and communal rights
te be geenred under its protection. The government
of a counlry ia thug a matter of voluntary chaice by
ita people and is organized to carry on such functions
s shall conduce. to the highest good of the maximum
pumber,” When it becomes corrupt, when instead of
protecting its mombers from every form of evil and
digorder, it becomes an instrument of the forces of
darkness ond & tool of corruption, citizens have an in-
alienable right to demand a change in the existing or-
der. ‘They might first attempi pesceful reform, bat

[111]



MY MDTHER THDIA

ghould such attempts come to nought, he right of
revolution is theirs. It 8 indeed their right to re
fuse their cobperation, direct or indirect, with a gov-
ernment which has been responsible for the spiritnal
docadencs and politica] degeneracy of their country.
Gandhi explains his attitude thus:

“We must refuse to wait for the wrong to be
righted £ill the wrong.doer has been rouszed to a
sense of his iniquity. We must not, for fear of
ourgelves or others having to suffer, remain par-
ticipators in it. But we must combat the wrong
by ceasing to aasist the wrong-doer directly or in-
directly.

“If a father dees an injuatice, it is the duty of
hiz children to leave the parental roof., If the
head-master of & achool canduets hi= institution
o an immoral bazia, the pupils most leave school.
Iff the cheirman of p corporation is corrupt, the
members must wash their hands elean of hiz cor-
ruption by withdrawing from it: even so. if &
government does a grave injestice, the subject
must withdraw eobperation, whelly or partia]lﬁ.
sifficiently to wean the ruler from his wicked-
ness.  In each of the cikses conceived by me, thera
i8 an element of sulerdng whether mental or
physionl. Withowt such sufering, it Iz impossible
to ettain freedom.

"The busineag of every god-fearing person s
to dissociste himssll from ovil in total disregard
of eonzequences, He must have faith in a good
deod prodocing only & good reanlt; that in my
opinion is the Gita doctrine of work without at-
tuchment. God doea not permit him to peép into
the future. He follows truth although the follow-
ing of it may endanger his very life. He knows
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thai it is betier to die in the way of God than tu
live it the way of Salan. Therefore whoever is
gatisfied that this Govornment represents the ac-
tivity of Baton has no choice lE'ft tu him but to
digeoeinte himgeld from it, 5

For o period of imore than twenty-five yeams,
Candhi eofiperated with the Eritish Empire whensver
it was threatened and atood in need. Thouzh he ve-
hemently eriticlsed it when it wenl wrone, vet he did
not wialh ite destruoetion ontil his finnl decigion of non-
eodperation in 1920, "He [elt, that in spile of ils abuases
and shortcomings, the svatem was mainly and intrin-
sically gool.” Gandhi joined in the World War on the
gide of the Allies. When the war started, he was in
Englond, where he organized an Ambulanee Corps
from among the group of his compatriota residing
Lhere. Laler ong in [ndis, he accepted a pozition In the
Hritigh Recruiting Service a3 an honorary officer, amd
girained himgell' to the broaking point in his efforts to
as=iat Greal Britain,

“Gandhi gave prools of hia lovalty to the Empire
and of his Taith in British justice by valuable services
gleo on the occagion of the Anglo-Boer war (1299} and
the Zulu revelt (1906),. In recognition of his zervices
on the twoe latter cccasions he was awarded jold
medals, and his name was each Bime mentioned 10 the
dispatches, Laler, on hia return to India, he was
awarded the RKalser-i=Hind Gold Medal by Lord
Hardinge in recognition of his humanitarisn services
In Sowth Afriea.” These medals he determinedly,
though regretfully, retarmed to the Vieeroy of India
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on August 1, 1920, The letter that accompanled them
bezides other things contained this statement:
"Your Excelleney’s light-hearted treatment of

the officiz] crime, your exoneration of Sir Michasl
O'Dwyer, Mr, Monlague's dlspatch and above sl
the shameful ignorance of the Punjsb events and
calloys disregard of the feelinps of Indiana be-
trayed by the House of Lorvds, have fillsd ma with
the gpravest misgivings reparding the future of
the pire, have estranged me completely from
the present Government and have disab
from tendering, as | have hitherto whole-hearted-
Iy tendered, sy loyal eodperation.”
His statement in court at the time of his conviction

In Mareh, 1928, when he pleaded guoilty, reads;

“From a staunch loyalist and colperator, 1

have bepome an uncompromizing disafeetionist
and nop-cotiperator, . . . To preach disaffec-
tion towards the existing system of government
has become almoet & paseion with me. . . If
I wara got free, T wonld atill do the game. I wnuid
be Tailing In my duby iT T did not doso. . . . 1
had to submit to a aystem which has done irrep-
arable harm to my country, or to incur the mad
fury of my people, bursting forth when they
heard the truth from my lips. . . . 1 do not
ask for merey, 1 am here fo invite and to aubmit
to the highesl pensity that can be inflicied upon
me for what in law iz & crime, bot which is the
firat duty of every ecitizen. ., . . Affection can.
nat be manofactursd or regiloted by law. . . .
1 hold it to be & virtue to be disaffected townrds
a government which, in its totality, has done more
harm to India than any previous system, . .
It iz the phyaieal and brutal ill-treatment of hu-
manity which has made many of my co-workers
and mysell Impatient of 1ife itsell.”
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The chlef distinetlon betwesn Gandhl and other
liberators, the chiel difference between him and other
leaderas wae that he wanted his countrymen to love
their friends, and yet not to hate their enemies. *“Hat-
red eepaeth not by hatred ; hatred ceaseth by love" was
his aole plea to his fellowmen. He enjeined them to
lowe their oppresgors, Tor through love and suffering
alone ¢ould these same oppressors be brought to see
their mistalter. Thuos, follawing his public announce-
ment of the non-cofdperation policy he embarked vpon
an extonelve toor of the country. Wherever he wont
he preached disaffection towards Lhe exisling govern-
ment.

Gandhi's whole politieal esresr is inspired by &
deep love Tor his suffering countrymen. His heart
borns with the deslre to free his country from itz
presont state of thraldom and helpless servitude, Io-
dia, the eradle of civilization and culture, for ages the
aolitary aource of light and of wisdom, whenee issned
the undying meazage of Buddhist misgionaries, where
ermpires fourished under the cavelul puldance of dis-
tinguished gtatesmen, the land of Asoka and Akbar,
liea to-day at the tender mwercy of a haughty con-
queror, intoxicated and maddened by the conquest of
g halplesg people, “"Her arts degenerated, hor litera-
tures dead, her beautiful industries perished, her valor
done,™ she presents but a pitiful picture to the onloal:-
ing world. Gandhi, the heroically determined aon of
Indin, fesls the impulse to save his motherland from
the present state of “slow tortare, cmasculation, and
degradation,” and sugeests to hia countrymen the uze
of the unigoe yet powerful weapon of peaceiul non-
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eopbiperation, Through this glow process of “self-de-
nial" snd “self-purification” he proposes to carry his
coantry forward till the gogl of its political emanci-
pation snd itz epiritual freedom is fully realized. Po-
litieal Treedom might be secured by Toree, but thet is
not what Gandhi wishes. [Unsatisfied with mere free-
dom of the body, he soars higher and strives for a sub-
limer form of Lherty, the freedom of the soul  To the
nqueation, “Shall Indin follow the sterm example of
Europe, aad fght sul its satruggle for political and
peopomie indepondence ¥ Gandhi replios with an em-
photic snd uwngualified *Ne” “"'What has Europa's
powerful milltary and material organization done fo
Insure [t Tutore pesce?  Romaln Rolland answers:
“Hall a cenlury sgo might dominsted right, To-day
things are [ar worse. Might iz right. Might has
devoured right.”

No people, no nation has ever won or ever can win
real freedom through violence., “Violenee implies the
use of fores, and the foree is oppressive. Those who
fight and win with foree, ultimately find it both con-
venient and expedient to follow the line of least re-
giatance; and they continue to rely upon fores in time
af peace as well, sstensibly to maintain law and order,
but practically to suppress and stifla every rising
gpirit,.  The power may thus change hands, yet lewve
the evil process to conktinue withoot & moment’s break,
Hon=violence does not carry whh It this’ degeneration
which I3 inherent in the use of violenee™ Gandhi
iz highly eloquent on this score when he snyvs:

“They may forgpet non-codperation, but thay
dare not forget non-violence. Indeed, non-codper=
[ 116]
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ation la non-violence, We are violenlt when we
support & government whose cresd is violence, [t
bases itself finally not on right bat might, Its
lust appenl iz not to reason, nor the heart, but to
the sword. We are tired of this éeresd and wo
have risen sramnst §t.  Let us ourselves not belie
our profession by being vielent,”

“fme must love one’s enemies while hating their
deeds | hate Satanism while loving Satan” i the prin-
cipal article of Gandhi’'s faith, and he has proved him-
gelf worthy of this lofty prefession by his own per-
gonal eonduct. Through sll the stermy years of his
life he has stood firm in Bis noble convictons, with
hig love untalnted, his faith unchallenged, his veracity
umguestioned, and his couraps undaunted. “No critl-
cism however sharp;, no abuse however bitter, ever al-
fected the loving heart of Gandhi" In the knowledge
of his life-long political asswistes [members of the
Indian National Congresa and of other such organiza-
tiong), Gandhl has never, even In moments of tha moat
violent exeitement, loat control of himself, When
light-hearted eriticisms have heen showered on his
program by younger and more [nexperienced col-
lepgugs, when the bitterest sarcaams have been aimed
at him by older azsociates, he has never revealed by
B0 much a3 a tone of his voice the alightest touch of
anger or the slightest show of contemnpl. s Gout of
telproroe haa not pel been reached,

Diring the last ten years of hia political life in
India when he guided the destines of his countrymen
g8 leader of o great movement, Gandhl again pave un-
mistakable proofs of the vastness of his love for man-
kind. That his love is not reserved for his compatriots
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alone, but extépds even to hiz billeresl enemies, he
revealad clearly throughout the most eritical period of
his life, His enemies, the British bureaucrats, tried
to nip hiz movement in the very bud by using all the
power at their command to diseredit him in the eyes
of hiz countrymen and of the world outside. Cal-
ummnice were heaped upon him from all sides. He was
called a “hypoerite,” an “unscropulous  agitator,”™ =
Hdisguised sutocrat” The vast pomber of hiz fol-
lowers were brapded as “dumb-cattle,” and hundreds
af thousands of them were fAogped, imprizoned, and
in some cases even shot for no other offenae than that
of wearing the coarse hand-spun “Gandhi ¢ap” and
ginging the Indian national hymn. Even in such try-
ing moments he remained firm in his faith, and loyal
b his professions, Evidenes as te the undisturbed,
peaceful condition of his mind and spirit is amply fur-
nished by the following statements which he pave to
thi Indian prese in thoss turbulent daya:

“Our non-violonee toaches us to love oour ene-
mies. By mon-violent non-codporation we aeek to
conquer the wrath of English administrators and
their aupporters, We must love them and pray
to God that they might have wisdom to ses what
appesrs to ng to be their error.  IE must be the
prayer of the strong and not of the weak., In our
strength must we humble oorselves before our
maker.

“In the moment of our trial and our triumph
let me declare my faith. I believe in loving my
enemies. ., , ., I believe In the power of suffer-
ing to melt the stomiest heart. . . . We must
by our conduct demonstrate to every Englishman
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that he [z as safe in the remotest corner of India
as he professes to feel behind the machine gun,™

* | B ]

“There is only ane God for ua all, whether wa
find him throogh the Bible, the Koran, the Gita,
the Zindvests or the Talmud, and He iz the God
of love and truth, T do ool hate an Faglishman, 1
have apoken much agsinat his institutions, espes-
ially the one he haz set up in India. But you must
not mistake my condemnation of the system for
that of the man, My religion requires me to love
him as I love myaeld. 1 have no interest in living
except {0 prove the falth In me. 1 would deny
God if 1 do not attempt to prove it at thiz erili-
cal moment, ™

It must be remembered that all this was af o time
when Mr, Gandhi held undisputed sway over the
hearts of hia three hundred million countrymen. Sei-
ting aside all precedence his ecuntrymen unanimossiy
elected Gandhi dictator of the Indian MNational Con-
grese with full power to lead the country in emer
gencies. A word from him was sufficient to induce
the millions of India to sacrifice their lives without
regrét or reproach. No man ever commanded the al-
legiance of a0 great a number of men, and felt at the
game Hme 0 meek.

Through the enccessive stages of “self-denial™ and
“golf-purification” be is gradually preparing his coun-
trymen for the final step in his program, the civil dis-
obedience, Onee the country bas reached that state,
if hiz program {8 carried through, the revelotion will
have besn accomplizshed without shedding a drop of
blood. Henry David Thoresu once wrote: “When the
officer has resigned office, and the subject has refused
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allegiance, the revolution is accomplished.” That will
be the dawn of day, hopeful and bright, The forces
of darkness and of evil will have made room for those
of light and of love. But this will not come to pass
unlyss Gandhi's policy is literally adopted, and ulfi-
mately triumpha. He explains:

*The political non-violence of the Non-codp-
erstors dosa not stand the test in the vast ma-
jorily of eases Henee the prolongation of the
gtrurrle Lot no ong blame the unbending Eng-
lish nature. The hardest fiber must melt before
the fire of Love. When the British or other na-
ture does pot respond, the fire is not skrong
siough.

“If non-vislenee 18 to réemain the polley of the
nation, we are bound bo carry it out to the letter
and in the spirit.  We mosl then guickly maks up
with the English and the Cofperstors. We muost
got their certificate that they fael abaolutely aafe
in our midat, that they ree'm:l ua as friends al-
though we belong to a radically diferent school of
thought and politics. We muat walcome them io
our political platform as henorved guests; we muost
receive them on nentral platforma as comrades.
Our non-violence must nob breed violence, halred,
ar ill-will.

“If we approach our program with the mental

reservation thal, after all, we shall wrest power
from the British by force of arme, then we are
untroe to our profession of pon-vielenes., . .
IT wa belleve in our program; we are bound to be-
lieve that the British people are not unamensbia
tor the force of affection, as they undonbtedly are
amenable (o the Toree of arms.

“Swaraj is n econdition of mind, and the mental
condition of I[ndis has been challenged. . . .
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Indla will win Independence and Swaraj oanly
when the peopls have aequired strengih to dis of
their own Tree will. Then there will be Bwaraj.™

Gandhi has been bitterly assalled by both friends
and foes for having comsented to render assistance
to the eause of the World War in contradiction to his
own teachings of non-resistanee. Gandhi hag been fe-
ensed of inconsiztency and even his most srdent ad-
mirers often fail to reconeile his dolngs during the
war with the doctrine of “Ahimea" (non-viclence to
any form of life). In hiz autobiceraphy he has tried
fo answer these objections, which we shall now ex-
amine. He writeg:

“1 make no distinction, from the point of view
of ehimaa, betweern combatants and non-combat-
ante, He who valunteera to aorve g hand of da-
eolta, by worltdng ns their earrier, 6r thelr wateh-
man while they are about thely business, or theiy
nurgs when they are woundsd, i3 as much guilty
of dacoity ng the dacoita themselvea. In the same
way thoze who confine themzelves to attending to
the wounded in battle eannof be abaolved from
the guilt of war,”

Thie statemnent shows that his reasong for going
into the war were different from those of the Quakers,
who think it is an oot of Christian love to soccor the
wonunded in war. Goandhi, on the contrary, belicves
that the person who made bandages Tor the Red Cross
was as much guilty of the murder in war as were the
fighting combatanis. So long as you have consented
to become a part of the machinery of war, whoso oh-
ject is destruction, you are yourself an instrument of
deatruction. And however you may argue the issve
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vou eannol be sbeolved from the moral guilt involved.
The man who has offered his services a3 an ambulance
earrier on the battlefield iz helping the war-lords just
az much as his brother who carries arma  One is as-
glsting the cause of the wardord by killing the enemy,
the other by helping war to do ita work of murder
more efficiently.

I am reminded of the arpument T onee had with a
vary conscientions friend of mine, who iz a atubborn
engmy of war and yel whe wecalls tho follswing inei-
doent in his life with o sorrewtol ool in hie face. One
day while he was living in London, & young friend of
his came to say his Farewell before leaving Tor the
(ront. FPoison gas had been just introdoced into the
war as & weapon. The combatants were inatrocted
to procure gas masks before departing, but the supply
was limited, and his voung soldier friend had to go
without & gas mask. He left his permit, however,
with the reguest that my friend ghould get the mazk
when the next supply came in and send it o his regi-
mentsl address. Two days later the gas mask was
maited to this boy zeldier at the battle front. Before it
reached there, however, the soldier was already dend.
Om the first day after the arrival of the regiment, it
was heavily gasaed by the enemy, and all of thoze who
had gone without the protective masks were killed.
The parcel was returned to my [riend st his London
address with the sad newa that his [riend was hers
no more, He wasg bitterly disappointed that the mask
had not reached the beloved voung man in time to save
hiz life, I interpret the whole affair in this way: In
sgnding a gas mask to this English soldier, my pacifist
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friend was conspiring, however unconsciously, to kill
the Germans. He wanied to save his friend from
death, bat did he realize that ak the sameé time he was
wishing more deatha on the enemy? He was, in fact,
helping fo save one young man in order thet this
voung man might kill more young men on the other
gide. How does Gandhi justify hiz sction in joining
the war, them? We ghall let him spenk once again.
He writes:

“When two nations are fighting, the duty of a
votary of ohimsa is to stop the war. He who is
nob equal to that duty, he who has no poswer of re-
glsting war, be who is not gualified o resist war,
may take part in war, and vet whole-heartadiy
try to free himeelf, hiz nation, and the world from
WAT.

“1 had hoped to improve my status and that of
my people theongh the British Empire.  Whilst in
England, 1 was enjoving the protection of the
British Neel, and talking as 1 did shelter under its
armed might, I waa directly participating in its
potentis] violence. Therefore if 1 desired to re-
tain my connection with the Empire and to live
under its banner, one of three eolurses Was open to
me: I could declare open resistance against the
war, and in-accordince with the low of Salya-
graha, boyeott Lthe Empire until 1t changed its
military policy, or I could seek imprisonment by
civil disobedisnce of such of ity lawe as were fit to
be disoheyed, or | could participate in the war on
thie side of the Empire and theroby soquire the
capacity and fitness Tor reaisting the violence of
war. 1 lacked this capacity and fitness, =0 I
thought there was nothing for it but for me to
serve In the war."
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How far Mr, Gandhi®s explanation can answer the
ghjections of his eritica we shall leave our readers lo
judge for themselves, The question is debatable, and
admita of differences of opinion. If his argument
does nol earry conviction with other beliovers in the
doctrine of non-resigtance, Gandhi will not be sur-
prised or affended. What an eminent pacifist friend
of mine wrote me affer she had read the answer of
Candhi may be summed up thus:

Gandhi's argument is enlively wrong. When she
wins ssked Lo help the Red Cross, she was also told
that she had the protection of the army and the navy.
To this ghe replied that she did not wish the proteg-
tion of the army and the navy. As a consclentious
objector to war, she felt it her duty fo resist war to
the best of her shility and power. When she sbood
against war with her full might, instead of being a
mere cog in the wheel of war, she waa like a loose bolt
in the machine#ry. Thus In her resistanes “ghe was o
positive Toree againat war™

Such in brief is the man Gandhi. As a specimen
of the praise and affection that have been heaped upon
him from all quarters, we shall in conclugion give the
sketeh of Gandhi from the artistic pen of his honest
admirer, Mr, RBomain Rolland:

"3olt dark aves, s small frail man, with & thin
face and rather large protruding eves, his head
covered with a little white cap, his body clothed
in coarse white cloth, barefooted, He lives on rice
and froit und drinks only water., He sleeps on the
foor—aleeps very litte, and works incessanthy,
His body does not ssem to eonnt at all. His ex-
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pression proclaims ‘infinite patience and infinite
love', W, W. Pearson, who met him in South Af-
rica, instinctively thought of Bt. Francia of Assisi.
There is an almeost childiile simplicity about him.,
Hiz manner is gontle and courteovas even when
dealing with adversaries, and he i3 of immaculate
eineerity. He iz modest and unassuming, to the
point of sometimes seeming almost fimid, hesi-
tant, in making an assertion. Yet you feel his in-
domitable spirit. Nor iz he afraid to admit hav-
ing been in the wreong, Diplomacy 1s unknown to
him, he shung oratorical effect or, rather, never
thinks about [t, and bhe shrinks unconsciousiy
from the great popular demonstrations organized
o liis hopor. Literally ‘ill with the multitude
that adores him® he diztrosta majorities and fears
‘mobocraey’ and the unbridled passions of the
populece. He feols ot enss only in a minority, and
iz happizat when, In meditative solitude, he listens
to the *still amall voice within®™



CHAPTER VI

INDIA'S EXPERIMENT WITH
FPASEIVE RESISTANCE

N A PREVIONS chapter wo discusasd the character and

epirit of Maohatma Gandhi inte whoze hands has

fallen the duty of leading a countyy of 300 million
people through a political revolution, It must be un-
deratood, however; that Gandhi s the leader of the
revolution and oot its crestor. Modern thinkers uni-
virsally admit thet individusls or amall groups of re-
formers <o not malke revolutions. “Agitators or men
of genlus and ability in a backvward community might
stir up sporadic revolts and cavse minor disturbances,
but no human agency can ever ereate mass revolutiona.
Aapereszinl revolation reguires o state of political and
gocial evolution ready for the desired transformation.
The history of the world’s important political and so-
einl revolutions furnishes sufficient evidence in sopport
of thia theory.”™ * The insurrection of the slives headed
by the able Spartacus, in apite of their early admirable
victories, sould not everthirow Roman domination. Tha
early attempta of the proletarian revolutionists, sup-
ported as they were by leaders of penius and daring,
were doomed to failore. Tndia"s revelt against English
mule In 1857 wes ably led, yel it could not succesd. In
all these cases the same arsument holds. The time
was not ripe for the desired ¢hange, In the present
case, Gandhi has beenm emipnently successful becanse

* Hyndman,
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India was prepared belorehand for o mass revolution.
Faszsive resfstance, or no passive resiztance, the Indisn
revolution was bound to come as 4 necesssry conse-
guence of the country’s long continued political oppres-
gion and economie exploitation. The people were al-
ready growing desperate when a united mass uprising
was precipitated by the English government's brutal
actions of 1919, During the war the English pariia-
ment had promized a measure of self-government to
the people of India os a reward for their lovalty to the
Empire, Early in 191%, when the country was agi-
tating for the promised self-gpovernment, the English
government of India forcilly pasaed aganinst the unani-
mous opposition from all sections of the people, apecial
repressive measureds in order bo check the spread of
nationaliam in India, Peaceful demonsirations directed
against the newly pasaed bills were organized all over
the country. Onee again the government acted harshly
in vzing inhuman methods in the form of public Aog-
ging, crawlings and so forth, in the effort to suppress
the riging spirit of freedom throughout the land. Just
at thiz time Gandhi came on the atage, and proposed
ko his eountrymen the u2é of pasaive resistance for the
peeomplizhment of  thelr politieal rewolution. His
reaolution of non-vislent non-cofparation was officially
adopted by the Indian MNational Congreas, and the na-
tion in ita fight for frecdom pledged itaelf to non-
viokente, What are pasaive resiztance and non-violent
non=cpdperation?

*“The ethics of passive reaistance ia very simple and
muat be known to every student of the NMew Téstament.
Passive resistance in itz ezsence is submission to physi-
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eal Torce under profest. Passive resistance js really ¢
miznomar. Mo thought is farther away from the hearl
of the passive resisber than the thought of passivity.
The soul of his ideal 14 resistence, and he resizts in the
most heroic and forceful manner.” The only difference
between his heroizm and our eommon conception of the
word iz in the ehpiee of the weapon, His main deetrine
iz to mvaid violenee and to substitute for phyaical fores
the forees of love, faith, and sacrifiee, “Paszaive resist-
anca voesiats, but nolb blow for blow, Passive registance
calla the vse of the physical weapon in the handa of
mian the most cowardly thing in life.” Pasalve vesisk-
ance teaches men to rezist heroically the might and in-
Jugtiee of the untroe and unrighteous. But they must
Mgl with moral and spivitual weapons, They must
regist tyranny with forbearance, hatred with lowve,
wrong with right, and injustice with faith. "To hurl
back the cowardly wenpon of the wicked and the up-
just is useless. Let it fall. Bear your suffering with
patience. Place sour faith in the strength of the divine
aoul of man." "The hardest fibre must mel belore the
fire of love. When the results do not correspond, the
fire Is not strong enough.™  “The indomitable tengeity
and magic of the great soul will operate and win out;
foreo must bow down before herobe pentlensas.” This
ia-the technigue of passive resistance.

The actual application of this principle to polities
reqguires gxplanation, Tndividwals or groups have a
right to refuse submizsion to Lthe authority of govern-
ment which they consider unjust and brutsl. *“The
people of India,” says Gandhi, “have been convinced,
after long and Teariul trials, that the Englizh govern-
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meént of India is Satanic. It is based on violence. Tts
object is not the good of the people, but rapine and
plunder, 1t works not in the intereata of the governed,
and itz policies are nol guided by their consent. It
bases itself finally not on right but on might, Its last
appeal is not to the reazon, nor the heart, but to the
sword, The country is tived of thizs creed and it has
rigen agninat it" Under these ponditions the most
atraightforward course to follow iz to ssek the destruc-
tion of sueh an institotion, The people of Tndip can
doztroy the thing by fores, or clee they ean refune
their cobperation with fta varions ackivities and render
it helplesa; then refuse their submission to it author-
ity and pender it useless.

Juat eonsider the ease of o country where all gov-
ernment officers resipn {rom their offices, where the
people boyeott the various governmentsal institutions
puch s poblie scheols and colleges, law courts, and
legislaturez; and where the btaxpayers: refuse {o pay
their taxes. The people can do all this withoot resort
to foree, and so stop the machinery of the govermmant
dead, and make it & mesnineless thing withoat use
and power, To quote Thorean onee again: “When the
officer has resigned office, and the subject has refused
allegianes, the revolution ia accomplished.” ‘This is
exnctly what the people of Indin have set oat to do by
their present policy of passive resislance. However
gimple the {keory may be, the practice of it is difficult
and perilona, When a people reasrt to these peacefnl
means for the accomplishment of political revsution,
they must be prepared Lo ondergo unlimited saffer-
ing. The enemys comp will be determined and or-
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rarlzed ; from it will issue constant provocations and
brutal exhibitions of force, Under these difficult eir-
cumstances, the only chanee for the success of the pas-
give resister 18 in his readiness for infinite and courage-
ons suffering, qualities that in twrn imply a powerful
reserve af self-control and an otter dedication to the
ideal. Evidently to prepare a nation of 300 million
people for this tremendous task must take time and
pequire preat patience and courage. To quote Gandhi:
“Mon-cobperation is not & movement of brag,
biluster, or hluff. If is a test of our sincerity, IL
reguires solid and gilent self-sacrifice. It chal-
lenges our honesty and our capacity for national

work., It s &8 movement that aims at transiating
ideas into action.™

The peopke of Indls are moviog on the road to {ree-
dom with dignity. They are slowly nearing their coal,
Un Lheir way the passive resisters are learning their
legrons from bitter experience, and are growing strong-
er In Taith overy day. That they are hesded in the
right direction and are quietly pushing forward we do
know in a definite way, but when they will emerge vie-
torious we cannot say. To help the reader to catch
the subtle apivit behind this movement, we shall quota
a faw more lineg from the pen of itz legder:

"1 am a man of peace, I believe in peace. Buat

1 do not want pesce ab any prige. I do not want

the pesco that you find in atone, I do not want the

pesce that you find in the grave; buat I do want
peace which you find embedded in the homaen
breast, which is exposed to the arrows of the
whiole world, but which is protected [rom all harm
by the power of the Almighty God.”
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The wearing of home-spun eloth by all classes of
people, rich and poor alike, s one of the most import-
ant ibems in the non-codiperalive program. Yet every
fime 1 have tried o justify it before my American
friends, I have received sz responze 4 shrup of the
shoulders. Mot only the layman, but serious stodents
of economics have replied: “That is going back into
medizval ways. In these daye of machinery home-
spinning: 15 sheer foolishness.”" Yet one doez not have
to be nn ecomomist to know that “labor spent on home-
epinning and thus used in the ereation of o utility, 18
better spént than wasted in idleneas,” The majority
of the population of Todin lives directly upon the prod-
uce of the soll. They remain in forced idleness lor
# greater purt of the vesr, There are no industries in
the country, cottage or urban, So the people have
nothing to sceupy them during their idie months. Be-
fore the English conguest, agricultural Indis had its
supplementary induostries on which the people could
[all doring thelr idle time, Buf these industriez have
been completely destroved by the English fiseal policy
for India, which was formulated with the desire {o
baild England’s own fabrie and other industries npon
the roing of India's induostries, The coantry prodoces
more eotton than ia nesded for ite own e, Under
ordinary conditiona this cotton i exported out of the
country, and cloth monufactured in the mills of Bng-
land is imported into the country for its consumption.
For want of a substitnte people are forced to buy Lthis
foreign cloth. And they are a0 miserably poor Chat
the groat majority of them cannot afford one meal a
day. Nothing could be more senszible for these peopls
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than to adopl home-spinning during their idle hogra.
This will help to gave them, partially at least, from
starvation. Leb me quole Gandhi on this solject:

"1 claim for the spinping-wheel the proper-
ties of o musical nstrument, lor whilst & hungry
and a naked woman will refuse to dance to the ac-
companiment of & piane, I have seén wWomen
beaming with joy to see the spinning-whes! work,
for they know that they can through that rustic
instrument both feed and ¢lothe themeslvoe

“Yea, it doesg slve the problem of India's
chronie poverty and is an  insurance against
Tamine. . . .

“When spinning was almoat  compuolaorily
gtopped nothing replaced it except elavery and
idlencsz, Our mills cannot today spin enoogh for
our wants, and if they did, they will not keep
down prices unless they were compelled. They
are frankly money-makers and will not therefore
regulate prices-according to the needs of the na-
tion, Hand-spinning is therefore designed to put
milllons of rupess in the hands of poor villag-
ote. Bvery apricultural country requires a sup-
plementary industry to eonble the peksants to
utilize the spare hours. Sueh industry for India
has always beon apinning.  Is it such s visionary
ideal—an attempt to revive an ancient orcupation
whoee destruetion has broughl on glavery, pauper-
ism and dissppearance of the inimitable sriistic
talent which was once all expregged In the won-
dorful fabrie of India and which waa the envy of
the world T

The people of Indig have made mistakes m the past,
and they will probably make others in the future. But
that in sticking to pop-violence they are fulfilling the
noblest ideal ever conceived by man, and in staying
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loval Lo the gplrit of passive resistance they are fol-
lowing & truer and a richer light will net be gquestioned.
Will humanity at large see the wigdom of passive re-
gistance? To me in our present state that seems very
doubtful. It will be easy to convince the common man
of the virtue and wisdom of non-violence. Boat us-
fortunately the reins of our destiny are not in the
hands of common people. Those who hold the power
over the nations of the world have other interests to
Iook after than the common interestz of the average
man. They are pledged to the servico of other masters
whose welfore iz pnot the welfare of the whole raes.
“The world iz ruled at the present day by those who
must oppress and kil in order to explolt,” 5o long as
this eomdition continges, there is lttle hope for the ref-
ormation of human society. We must all saffer be-
canse wo would not lesrn.

Mankind wil] not always refuse to listen Lo the
voiee of reason. A time will come when the great
masaes all over the world will refuse to fight, when ex-
ploitation and wars will ceaze, and the differant groups
af the human race will consent to live together in co-
bperation and pegeds,

An illustration of the might of passive resistance
was furnished during the confiict between the British
Government of Indis and the Akali Silchs over the man-
sgement of their shrines, This incident shows be what
heights of seli-sgcrifice and suifering humsn beings
can reach when they are under the spell of noble ideal-
Izrn.  Slkhs are a virile race of fighting peopte. They
are all members of a 1eligious Tellowzhip and form
nearly one-aixth of the population of the provines of
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Punjab in the northwest part of Indin. They consti-
tute by themaelves a very important community, which
Is elosely bound together by & feeling of ecmmon
brotherhood. They all go by the name of Singh, mean-
ing the lion, and are rightly proud of their history,
which though brief in scope of time, is yat full of in-
apiving desds committted by the Sikh forefathers in
the defonse of religious freedom and jostice doring the
evil days of & few eorrupt and fanatie Moghual rolers of
Indin. Az a ruls Sikha belong to the agrieulturist eluss
and both men and women are stalwart and healthy-
looking. Their men are distinguished by their long
hair and beards. They are born with martinl charac-
Leriglies and are naturally very bold and brave [n their
habits, Omnez aroused to sense of duty towards the
wedk and the oppressed, they have always been found
willing to give their lives withoot remorse or regret.
Sikhe eonstitute & major portien of the military and
police forces of India and of several British eolonies.
Thoge tonrista who have been in the East will recall
the tall, bearded Bikh policemen of the British prin-
cipalities of Shanghai and Hongkong, Since the Sepoy
Mutiny of 1857, Bikhs have always been regarded as
the most loyal and devoted subjects of the Britih
Crewn in India, “On the battlefields of Flanders,
Mesopotomin, Peraia, and Egypt they have served the
Empire faithfully and well. Their deeds of haroism
were particularty noticed during the most trying mo-
ments of the World War.™

Before the British sequired the province in 1849
Sikhe were the rualers of the Punjab. During the
period of their rule Bikh princes had made rich grants
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of Tand and other property to the histeric temples and
ghrines of thelr religion. Becsuse of the introduction
of irrigation canals zome of theze¢ properties have ae-
quired immenss valoes in recent yeara, their annoal
incomes in several cases running up to & million ropees
(5" Mire.

The Sikhs have alwaya regarded the tample propes-
ties ap belonging to the community. And when it was
bronght to the nofies of their propreszive leaders that
the hereditury priests st some of the histovie and rich
Eikh centers had become corrupt and were wasting the
Lemmple mowney in vicious pleasures, the Sikhs organized
the Central Shrine Management Committes. The ob-
ject of the committes was to take away the manage-
ment of all important Sikh shrines from the corrapt
priests and to vest it in the community. The committas
wag first organized in November, 1320, and its mem-
bers were elected on the basis of universal franchise
open fo both sexes, The method of procedure followed
by the committee was that of arbitration. A local sub-
committee, consigting of the leading Bikhs in the neigh-
borhood, was formed to watch over the affaira of every
ghrine, This sul-committes wag 1o act in eodperation
with the temple priest; who was henceforth to be a
aubordinate and not the sole master. Whenever the
priesta agreed to arbitrate the matter in o Tair monner,
they were allowed free use of their residence guarbers
and were awarded liberal selordes for household ox-
penses, By this method the Central Shrine Commiktes
in a ghort time became masters of gome of the very
rich and importamt Sikh shrines,

While In several of the smaller placee soch trang-
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for of ownership was accomplished through pesceful
megns, n some of the bigwer temples the community
had to undergo hesvy losses in life. TFor instance at
MWanakana Sahib, the Jerpsalem of the Sikhs, & band of
ome hundred unarmed followers of the Central Commil-
tee were surrounded by n band of armed hirelings of
the priest, They were firat shot at, then sssaalted with
rifle butt-ends, and later eot into small piecas aor burnt
alive after boing previously sonked with kerosens oil.
The priest poraonally supervised this whole affpir of
davlight butchery which did mot finish untl the st
one of the Sikhs had been eomsumed by the bloody bon-
fire. Later it was discovered thal the priest had pre-
pared for the Boodshed long belere, and that e had
hired the armed ruffiane and barvieaded the templa
premizes after consultation with the local English
Justice of the Peace. The leading dailies of the coun-
try openly stated that the English civil eommissioner
Wit a ¢o-partner in the crime, but the government took
no notice of the fact, The Hindu population was not
egurprised that the priest whoe had murdered one hun-
dred innocent, inoffenzive, devout Bikhs escaped capi-
tal punishment in the Britiah eourts or that in his pri-
son he was aurrounded with all the princely luxuories
of hig former palaee,

Guru Ea Bagh is o historie Sikh temple, sltoated ot
a distnnee of nearly sight miles from the central bead-
gqueriers of the Sikba in the city of Amritsar. Through
an agreement drawn betwesn the Central Shring Com-
mities ‘and the temple priest on fanuary 51, 1821,
Guru Ka Bagh huad eome ander the management of a
local board assisted by the priest. Six months later,
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presumably at the suggestion of the eivil commission-
er, the priesf burned all the temple records and drove
the representative of the Central Committes oot of the
temple premises; wherenpon the Central Committee
took full charge of the temple. They were in uncon-
teated possession of the premizes until trouble started,
a year later, from the arrest of five Akali Sikhs, who
had gope out to cut firewood from the suorroanding
prounds skttoched to the Goro B Bagh., A formal
complaint waa obtained by the civil commissionar from
the ousted priest to the effeel that in cutting wood for
s in the tomple kitchen the Akalis were lrespassing
on his property rights. The ecutting of wood on the
premides wenl on g8 wsunl untill the police began Lo
niake wholesnle arvests of all so-callad trespassers.
Thisz procedure continued for four daye. till the
police found oot that large numbers of Akalils (im-
miorials] were pouring in from all sides, evervone eazar
to be arrested in protecting the rights of his commun-
ity. Then the police began to beat the Alali bands
with bamboo sticks aix feet long and fitted with fron
knoba on hoth ends. Az soon s Akalis, in groups of
five, atarted to go acrogs for eutting wood, they were
assaulted by the police armed with these bamboo
shbicks and weore mercilessly beaten over their heads
ond bodies until they became unconsclous and had to
be carried awnay by the temple ambulance workers.
The news of Lhis novel method of punighment at
once epread thronghowt the country lile wild fire and
thousands of Silkha started on their way o Amritsar.
The government eloged the sale of railroad fickets to
all Akali Sikha weniring Dlack turbanz, which consti-
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tuted their national uniform, The various highways
leading into the city of the Golden Temple, Amritaar,
were blocked by armed police. But after a eall for
them had been jzsved at the officisl headgoarters of
the Central Bhrine Management Committes, nothing
conld stop the Akslis from crowding into the city.
Where railroads refused passage thev walked lomg
digtanees on foot, and when river and canal bridies
were guarded agammat them, both men and women
pwam peross the waters to reach their holy templs at
Amritaar. In the eoorsse of two days the huge premizes
of the Golden Temple were filled with Akalis of every
gort and kind—boys of twelve with feet sore with blis-
ters from prolonged walking, women of sll apes—amd
gtill many were fast pouring In,

" Among Lthem were medaled veterans of many wars
who had fought for the English in foreign lands and
won eminent reeogmition, and had now rushed to
Amritzar to win a higher and nobler merit in the serv-
fee of thelr religion and eounbry, They had assembled
there to be ruthleasly beaten and killed byv the agenis
of the same government for whoze protection they
had fought ot home snd seroes the sens.” These old
warriors, disillugioned by their English friends, who
were mow conspiring to take from them the aimple
rights of worship in their own temples, had not
loat thelr independence snd courage, They had al-
waye been the Mrst to leap before the firing guns of
the enemy on the battlefields of Engiand; they were
firat again here to throw themeelves at the feet of their
Central Shrine Committes, willing to sacrifice their
lives at its bidding. All were eager, one more than
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the other, to offer themselves for the besting at Guru
Ea Bagh.

Seeing that their offorts Lo stop the Akslis from
gathering at Armitear had been wholly unsuccessful,
the Government issued strict orders against any per-
aon or group of persons from procesding to Guru Ka
Bagh. Sizing up the whole situation, the assembled
Ieadera of the csommunity represented in the Cenkral
Bhrine Commitbtes at once resolved on two things.
First, the community wouold eontest its right of peasce-
ful pilgrimage and worship at Gorn Ka Bagh ond other
termples antil the last among the Sikhs had been Tkilled
in the struggle. BSecondly, they would steadfastly
sdhere tu the letter and spirit of Mahatms Gandhi's
teachings of pon-violenmce, Thirdly, they decided io
gend Akolls {o Guro Ka Bagh in bateheg of a hundred
eaeh, in divect defiance of the orders of the British
Government. Before starting om the mareh, each Akali
wag required to take an ocath of siriet non-vielenes;
that he would not wse foree in action or speech under
any provocation whatsoever; that if assaulted he would
submit to the rough treatment with resigmation and
homility; that whatever might be the nature of his
ordeal he wonld not furn hizs face backward. He would
either reach Guru Ka Bagh and go out for chopping
wood when ao instrueted, or he would be carried 4o the
committee’s emergency hospital unconscious, dead or
alive.

The first batch started towards Gura Ka Bagh on
Angust 31, 1922, after previousty taking the vow of
non=violence, The Akalis were dressed in black fur-
bans with gerlands of white flowers wrapped arcund

[ 182}



MY MOTHER INDIA

their heads. On their way, as the Alalis sang their
religlous Bymngs in chorus, they were met by & hand
of policemen armed with bamboo sticks, Simultan-
eoualy the Alalis sat down and thrust their heads for-
ward to receive blows. An order was given by the
English auperintendent, and on rushed the police with
their long bamboo rods to do thelr bloosdy work, They
heat the non-resizting Sikha on the heads, backs, and
other delieate parts of their bodies, ontil the entire
one hundred was maimed and battered and Iny there
in a mias uneonsclous, prostrate, bleeding. While
the volunteers were passively receiving Dlows Trom the
police, the English superintendent sportively ran his
horse over them and back, His assistants pulled the
Sikhs by their sacred halr, 2pat upon their facez, and
curaed and called them names in the most offensive
manner, Later, their unconscicus bodies were
dragged away by the long halr and thrown into the
mud on either side of the road. From the ditches
they were picked up by the ambulance workers and
brought to the emergeney hospital under the manage-
ment of the Contral Shrine Committes.

In this way batehes of one hundred, pledged to
the principle of non-violence, wore sent every day to
be besten by the police in this brutal fashion and then
wire pieked op unconscions by the ambulance service.
After the tenth day Akalls were allowed to proceed
freely on thelr way., But the beatings in Guru Ka
Bagh at the stop where wood for kitchen use had been
cut, continued till moch later. After a few over fifteen
hundred non-resjstant and innocent human baings had
been thus sserifieed, several hundred of whom had
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died of injuries received and many others had been
totally dizabled for life, the Government withdrew the
police from Gury Ea Bagh and allowed the Sikhs [res
gze of the temple and itz adjoining properties.

It was an acknowledgment of defeal on the part of
the Britigh Government and a definite victory for the
pasdive resistera. Non-violence had triumphed over
brute foree, The meek Sikhs had estahlished their
moral and epivitual courage beyond a doubt. Thaosze
whao enriier had lsughed at Candhi’s dectrines now he-
gan to reconsider thelr opinions and wondered if it
were not brue that the soul force of man was the
mightiest power in the world, more powerful than the
might of all it2 armies and naviez put together, “Sof-
rates and Christ are both dead, bul their spirits live
and will continue to live”” Their bodies were de-
gtroved by these who possessed physical force, but
thelr souls were invineibles, Whe could conguer the
spirit of Bocrates, Christ, or Gandhi when that spirit
refuzed Lo be conquered? At the time of the Guru Ea
Bagh incident the physical Gandhi was locked behind
iron bars in a jail of Indis, bt his spirit accompanied
every Sikh as he stepped acress the line to receive the
enemy’s eowardly hlows,

The amazing part of this whole story is the perfect
peace that prevailed theonghouot fts entive course. The
program of pasgive resistance was carried to comple-
tion without one slip of actlon on the part of the pas-
sive resisters, No community in the whole Jength
and breadth of India i3 more warlike and more in-
flammable for a righfeons cause than the Sikhs; and
rmothing iz more provoking 1o a Sikh than an insult
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offered to his sacred hair. Yet in hundreds of cases
their sacred hair was smeared with mud and trampled
upon, while the bodies of non-resisting Sikhs were
dragged by their hair In the most malicioos manner
by the police; but the passive resisters remained firm
in their reésolve to the last and thereby proved their
faith both in themaelves and in their principles.
Those who have not grasped the 2obile meaning of
papaive regigtance will eall the Akasli Bikhs cowards.
They will aay: “Well, the reason why the Akalis did
not return the blows of the poliee waa because they
were wfrmid; sand it was cowardiee and nol courage
that made them submit to such [nsults a3 the pulling
of thelr sacred halr and so forth. A truly brave per-
gon, who has g prain of salt in him, will answer the
blows of the enemy under those conditions and fight
in the defense of his honor until he [s killed.," Al-
though we do nol agree with the first part of our ob-
jecting friend's argument, we shall admit the truth
of his statement that it talkes a brave man to defend
hia honor at the miak of death itzelf, Vet we hold that
the Alali who, while dofending his national rights,
voluntarily allowed himself to be beaten to death with-
oul thoughts of malice or hatred in his heart againat
snybody was & more corageous person than even the
hero of our objecting friend. Why? To use Gandhi’a
Mustration: “What do you think? Whersin 8 cour-
zgre required—in blowing others to pleces from behind
& cannin or with a smiling face approaching a eannon
and being blown to piecea? Who i the trus warrior—
he who keeps death as a bosom-friend or he who con-
trola the death of others? Believe me that a man de-
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void of courage and manhood can pever be s passive
reaigter.”

Let ug streleh the point a lttle Torther in order to
make it more clear. During the martial law days at
Amritsar in 1519, the commanding officer ordered
that all persons passing through a certain lane, where
previoualy an Englishwoman had been asssulted by a
furious mob, should he mades to erawl on the bellies.
Those living in the neighborhood had submitted o
thip humilintion at the point of British bayonots.
Later, when Mahatma Gandhl visited the lane, he ia
reported (o have made a spesch from the spot which
may be summarized hus: "“You Punjabess, who
popzess muetular bodies and have siatores six feet
tall; vou, who call yourselves brave, submitted to the
soul-degrading crawling order. I am a amall man and
my physique is vary weale 1 weigh less than a hun-
dred pounds. But there ia no power in this workd that
ean make me crawl on my belly. General Dyer's sol-
diers can bind my body and puot me in jail, or with
their military weapons they ean take my life: but
when he orders mie to crawl on my belly T shall say:
'Oh Toolish man, don’t you see, God has given me two
fact to walk on? Why ghall I crawl on my kneos,
then? " This I8 an Instance of pasaive reslatance.
Under thede clreumstances, would you call Gandhi a
coward? You must remember this distinetion betweon
g coward and a passive regigter: a coward submits to
foree through fear; while a paseive resizter anhmits
to force wnder prodesl, In our [ustration of the
erawling order thoge persons who had submitted to

the order because they were afraid of the punishment
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involved §f they discheved it weére cowards of Lhe first
degree.  But Gandhi wonld be o passive resister, and
you would not call him a coward, would you?

Let me give you a sample of the sublime herolsm
displayed by the Akaliz at Guru Eu Bagh. In one in-
gtance the policeman’s blow struck an Akali with
guch violance that one of hiz eyeballs dropped out. Hig
eve whg blesding profusely, but still he walked for-
word townrds hie goal until he was knocked down the
gccond Hme snd fell on the ground uneonssieus. An-
other Akali, Pritipal Singh, was knocked down cight
times, Bach time a8 soon a8 hs recovered his senses,
e atood on his feet and started to go forward, until
after the eiphth time he lay on the ground wholly
prostrate. I have known Pritipal Bingh in Indis. We
went to school together for five years, Pritipal waz a
pood boy In every way., He was the strongest person
in aur achool and yet the meekest of all men. He had
n very jolly temper, and T ean hear to this day his
loud ringing laugh. Inoensive in his hahbits, he was
n enttured and a loving friend. When 1 read his name
in the papars and later discoverad how eruelly he suf-
ferad from the injuries which finslly resulted in his
premature death, I was indead acrrowful, That such
i saintly persan as Pritipal Singh should be mads to go
through such hellish tortures and that his life should
be thug eruelly ended in the prdme of youth was
endough o give anyone a shock., But when I persuaded
myself that with the passing of that handzome youth
there was one more gone Tor truth's sake, 1 felt peace-
Tul and happy once more.

Leat the reader be at a losa to know what thia
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whole drama of horrible tortures on the one hand snd
supsernatural courage on the other was all about, we
shall give the gist of the whole affair as Follows:

At the time when the issue waa precipitated in
Guru Ka Bagh the Central Shrine Management Com-
mittee had alresdy acquired control over many of the
rich Sikh shrines, and become a powerful force in the
uplift of the community, The commities was receiv-
ing hoge incomea from the varions shrine properties,
which it proposed to spend on edueational and socinl
parvica work. Those st the helm of offairs were
profoundly nationalistie in their views Natorally,
the British Government began to fear their power,
which I degired o break through suppreasion. Hence
the issge at Guru Ka Baph was nol the chopping of
fuel wood, The ghastly motive of the Government
was to cow the Bikha and crush their spirits through
oppression. How it started to demenstrate its power
and how shamefully it falled in ite sinister purpoze
has already been explained.

Many other examples of the victory of spul force
over brute strength eould be cited from the recent
history of India. I choze the Guro Kn Barh affair nx
the suhjeet of my lusteation for two reasone, In the
flret place, it was the most simple and yet the most
prominent demonstration of the bolinesa and might of
pasgive resistance; amd secondly, the drama was per-
formed in my own home tvwn by actors who belonged
Lo my own community and were kith and kin to me
in the sense that I could know fully their joys and
sorrows, their hopes and fears,
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CHAPTER VII
JALLIANWALLA MASSACRE AT AMRITEAR

N THIA chapter we shall relate briefly the story of
what oceurred in Punjab during the troubled days
of 1919, These incidents, popularly Enown a8

“the Puniab wrongs"” led to far-reaching consequences
in the velutionship between England and India, and
knowledge of them [z very necesaary for o proper un-
derstanding of what has happened in India since. We
ghall begin with the beginning of the World War and
follow the various Incidents in the sequence of their
U rTence.

It is & matter of common knowledge now that the
paople of India supported the British Empire through-
ot the period of the war in a very liberal and enthu-
aingtic manner. “India's eontributions to the war bolth
in its quotn of man-foree and money were far beyond
the capacity of its poor inhabitantz.” Leaders of all
states of opinion joined hands to assist the Empire in
its time of need. It has heen stated before that Gandhi
overworked in the capacity as an bonorary recruiting
officer until he contracted dysentery, which at one
tima threatened to prove fatal

India was “bled white” in order to win the war
But for her suppart in men and money England would
have sulfered grently in prestige. Except for Indism
troops the German advance to Parls in the fall of
1814 might not have been checked. The officis] pub-
lieation, "India's Contribution to the Great War,” de-
stribes the work of the Indian troops thus:
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“The Indian Corps resached France in the nick
of time and helped to stem the great German
thrust towards Ypres and the Channel Poria dur-
ing the Autumn of 1914, These were the only
lrained reinforcements immediately available in
any part of the British Empire and right worth-
ily they plaved their paret,

"In Egypt and Palestine, in Mesopolamia,
Pordin, Enst and West Afrien and in sobsidinrey
theatres they shared with their British and Dao-
minion comrades the attainment of final vie-
l.l:ll';'F.," =

While the izzue of the war still asemed doubtful,
the British Parlisment, in order to induce the people
of India to atill greater efforts in their support of the
Empire, held out definite promises of self-government
to India after the war as a reward for their loyalty.
Mr. Montagee, His Majesty's Secretary of State for
India, made the following announcement on Augiaal
20, 1917

“The policy of His Majesty's Government with
which the Gowvernment of India are in com
gecord, Is that of the Incressing aszeciation of In-
diana in every branch of the pdmipisiration and
the gradual development of self-governing insti-
totiona with o view to the progreseive realisation
of responsible povernment in Indis a2 an integral
part of the British Empire, They have decided
that substuntial stops in this direction should be
taken as soon as possible, . . . "

The text of the sbove anmouncement was widely
published in the entive press of India. Then followed
the Tamous mesgage of President Woodrow Wilzon to

* Paga 231, Quooted from Lajput Bai's [rnhappy Fudia
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the Congress with jts definite pledge of “zelf-determi-
matlon' to subordioate natlons. This helped o
brighten still more India's hopes for home-rule,

Naturally, after the Armistice waa signed, the poo-
ple of Indin expected the fulfilment of the war prom-
fses, “"But the British Government, snticipating that
soon after the war ended there would be & loud clamor
in the eountry for home-rule, gave instead of seif-gov-
ernment the Howlatt Act, which was designed to stifle
the nationalistic epirit in its infancy.” The act gave
unlimited powor to the palica to prohibit poblic as-
somblies, o order indiscriminote senrcheas of private
homes, to maks arrests without notification, and so
orith, "Mz maln purpose was in such & mannper to
gtrenglhen the authority of the police and to enable
them to root out of the country every form of liberal
and independent thought,” The plang of the British
Buresucrary were, however, deleated in their entire-
tv, betaise the passage of the act did not go throogh
the Legislative Assembly as smeothly as was expected,
The whole country cried out in one volee against the
Fowlatt Aek, bul it was passed by the British Govern-
ment of India jn the teeth of the wnenimmes oppogition
of all electod as well aa government appointed Indian
membors of the Legislative Couneil,

Thizs was once again followed by mnss meetingsa
and parades in protest, petiticns to the British Par.
lament, delegationa fo the Viceroy, and 8 nation-wids
demonstration agninst the Bowlatt Acl. Bul the Gov-
ernmeit altogether ifmoered the sentiments of the
coumtry in this matiter, an aititude which in turn
helped to inflame the miasses still more.
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Gandhi considered the exislence of the act on the
statute books of Tndia a national humiliafion, sand in
protest he orderéd the people of India {o obeerve April
6, 1919, az a day of fast and national heriel, Hortoal
iz the sign of deep mourning, during which the whole
businesz of the counbry is gtopped and the people wan-
der about the streets in grief and lamentation. It was
ohaerved in ancient tfimes only at the death of popular
kingz or on the occagion of some other very serioos
national calamity,

The respones to Gendhi'a appeal for the herdal was
vary general. It was aurprizing hew guickly the sen-
timent of pational eonsciousness had spread through-
oul the country. Overnighl Gandhi’s name waz on the
lips of everybody, and even the most ignorant country-
women were talking aboot the Rowlatt Act. 1 remem-
ber that on the afternoon of April the 8th, while I wag
wilking toward the gite of the mags meeting jn my
town, the like of which were being held all over India,
and at which reaolutions of protest against the Row-
latt Act were passed, I saw a girl of six nearly col-
lapse on the strest. After T had picked her wp, and
ghe had rested from the heat of the aun, 1 asked her
whao ehe was and where she was golng. The little
girl replied: I am the dasghter of Bhemt MWoto
{Mother India} and T am going to the funeral of
Daulat {Rowlatt)., Mabatma Dandhi (Gandhi) has
calied me."

The day passed guite peacefully excepl Tor slight
disturbances in a few places. But the excitement
throughout the country, particularly in the Punjab,
was very great, The aitoation was =0 tense that
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Gandhi sent his strong admopitions of pon-violénce
te his people In o continual stream. The activity at
Amritsar started when, on the morning of April 10th
the English Commissioner invited Dr. Kitehlew and
Dir. Satyapal, the two popular young leadera of the
city, to his residence and ordered their deportation
te some unknown place. When it became known that
their leaders had been treacheronzly removed the citi-
#ens went on & audden harfal, and a huge mob began
to gather in front of the main eity gate. The mob
aonn organizod itpelf into o procession, which startod
to move toward the District Commissionar's residenca
to request the resteration of Doectors Kitchlew and
Satyapal, While croazing the rallroad bridge, the pro-
tession was met by armed police who soon caused six
casualties among the pesceful, vnarmed meb. The
mob soon furned back and fell upon the city in & wild
Tory. It divided itself into different groups and ex-
pended ita rage by setting fire to the city hall, two
English banks, and & lecal Christian church, Two
bank managers, the only Englishmen present in town
on that day, were croellyr murdered. An Englizsh
nurse who happehed (o be pazsing through o nareow
slreet wae also sssaulted by the mob, buot was soom
taseued by the citizens and carried to a place of aafety.
Eater on, this benevolent Christian lady greaily en-
deared hersolf to the people of Amriisar by refusing to
acoepd pmy other indemnity for the sssault than the
priee of her wrist watch which waa lost in the
scramble,

Immediately after the news of Amritear roached
tho other towns inm the provinee, similar outbreaks of
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popular frenzy occurréd in many places, with this dif-
ference however, that at no other place besides Amrit-
gar were English residents injured. There weare casi-
altiez on the side of the mob everywhere, but none on
the side of the English, On April 11th the authority
of the civil povernment was withdrawn, and martial
law was declared in most sectiona of the provines of
Funjah.

Thua did tha tronble herin that resaltsd in the mas-
gpoere of Amritaar. On that fatal day, April 13th, a
rmaas moeting had been annownesd to toke place In
Jallianwalla Bagh, an open enclosars in the heart of
the oity of Amritzar. As il happened, April 13th was
also Lhe Balsukhi day, which s observed all over India
az & day of national festival, Large ¢rowds of coun-
try people hud gathersd into the city on that acconnt.
On the morning of the 13th, General Dyer, the com-
mianding officer of the city, issued from the headguar-
ters an order prohibiting the Jalliamwalla Bagh mest-
ing, snd nobices to thal effect were posted in several
places in the city. Tt ahould be mentioned here that
unlike the tewns of America, thers were in Amritsar
at the time no universally read daily papers. which
ecould convey the Commanding Offiecr’s order all
around in the short interval between jta jssue and the
timno of the meeting, Under these circumstances Gen-
eral Dyer's prohabitory order could reach anly & small
[raction of the people in the elty,

Mow let ug come to the scene of the mesting, Peo-
ple began to sesemble in Jallisnwalla Bagh at 3 oclock.
There were old men, women who earried babies in
their arma, and childron who held toye in their handa.
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They were all dressed in their holiday gals-dresses.
“While & few had come Lhére to attend the meeting
Inewingly, the majority had just followed the crowd
and drifted in the Bagh out of simple ecuriosity.”
Whatever may have been itz nature otherwise, it is
cartain that the erowd at the Jallienwalla was not com-
posad of blpody revolutionists, Not one of them car-
rigd even & walldng stick. They had sssembied there
in the epen inclosure peacefully to listen to speeches
and perhapa at the end to pass o few resolutions. At
four o'cloclk the mesting was called to order, and the
spoeches began. Mo more (han forty minutes of this
peaceful pathering, and the sudience were listening in
an attentive and orderly manmer to the speaker who
gtood on & raised platform in the center, when Gen-
eral Dyer walloed in with his band of thirty soldiers
and suddenly opened fire on the crowd without giving
them any warning or chance to disperse. There was a
godden wild skitmish in the incleaure. People begun
to run toward all sides to save their lives; those who
fell down were run over by the rest and erushed under
their weight. Ofhers who attempted to escape by leap-
ing over the low wall on the east end were shot dead
by tha fire from the gonernl’as sgund. As the crowd
centered near the only escape from the unfinished low
wiill, the peneral directed his shots there. He aimed
where the orowid was the thickest, and Ingide of the
firteen milouteé: during which his ammunition lasted
he had killed at least eight hundred men, women, and
children and wounded many times that number,

It wag already lste afterpoon when General Dyver,
his ammunition having run out, departed to hia head-
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quarters without providing sny Kind of succor or
medical aid to the wounded who lay bleeding and help-
lese at the seene of slavghier. Before the people of
the neighborhood recovered from their consternation,
it had alrady began to get darle. A2 one of the roles
of martial law strictly forbade walking in the streets
of Amritsar after dark, it was impossible for any
peraon or group of persons to bring orpanized mliel
to the wounded at Jallianwalla. The horrible agonies
of those that lay in the Bagh disabled and deserted
wore heard with grim patience all through the night
iy the faithfal wife Rattan Devi, when she sat there
“in the midat of that ghastly human carnival™ holding
In her lop the dead body of her beloved husband. She
had run to fhe seene after the shooting in & mad =eirch
for her husband., After she had looked undernpeath a
dogen heaps of dead bodies and stumbled over many
others, het eyes wete drawn fo the spot where her
husband's dead body lay flat on the ground. Rattan
Devi's husband waz already dead and beyond human
aid, The devoled wife could not restore the dead man
to life, but how eould she afford to leave his lifeless
body in the stark neighborhood over night? She was
too weak to earry it home all by herself and there
wiag no gid available. 8o she sat thers through the
night helding a dead man in her lap.

The horrers of that night of sufering were related
by Rattan Devi in her evidence before the Indian Na-
Honal Congress sub-commities, in which she described
“tha ferrful agony of dying human beings, who kept
erying for drinks of water all through the night,” No
friendly aid same to these departing soulz in their last
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hours of deep distresa. Afraid of General Dyer's
deadly vengeance their lellowmen had stayed away,
while dogs from the neighboring &treets wandered
freely inaide the Bagh to feast om the bleeding human
bodies.

At the following session of the Indlan National
Congress which was held at Amritzar, | myself saw
at ite exhibition twenty pairs of little shoea, befong-
ing to bahies from & few months to a year old. Thess
had been pleled up in the Jallianwalls Bagh by vari-
ous persons nfter the shooting, and they belonged to
tweonty  innocant babizs in their mothers' laps who
had been completely obliterated in the mad acramble
that had aecompanied the shooting. All that waa lelt
of these children was (hoze Uny shoes. May God
Deas the souls of the dear little ones and many others
whao fell victimz to the haughty general’s bloody mood
on the thirteanth of April, 1919, st Jallianwalla Bagh.

Later, when General Dyver waz ercas-examined be-
fore Lord Hunter's Committee, which was appointed
by the British Parliament to report on Puonjab dis-
turbances, he teatified to the following:

1. That there was no provecstion on the part of
the peaple of Amritaar for the Jallianwalla Bagh mas-
sacre e¢ither on the day of the shoeting or immedistely
before if. He had the situation well in hand and the
atmosphere was quite calm and peaceful,

2. Thaet hia order prohibiting the meeting was is-
sued the morning before the meeting and reached only
a8 fraction of the people in Amritsar on that festival
day of the thirtesnth,

d. That when he arrived on the scene of the mest-
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Ing with hir squad, he found the people listening to
the spesker in a calm manner and there was no show
of resistapce offered to him, On the other hand, on
seeing him enter the premises, the audience began to
run off in all directions.

{. That he opened fire at the sszembled meeling
without giving the people any warning or chance to
digperse, and he conbinued firing while his ammiomi-
tion lasted—all the time directing hizs shols at places
where tho crowd was the thiekest.

B, That he had brooght a machine gun with him,
which he had fo leave outmide beceuse the lane was
too narrow. for 1t to enter. And he admitted that the
casualides would hove been much greater 1T he had
Leen able to use the machine gun,

b That hig reason for the masaacre at the Jallian-
walla was to teach the people & lesson, and he did not
stop ghooting after the crowd had begun to disperse
because he was afraid they would laugh at him. The
general wanted to show the people the might of the
Britizh rule.

7. That he did not think to or care to provide
miccor to the wounded at Fallinmwafla, Tt was not a
part of hiz business,

Raproduced below ia a part of General Dyer's
testimony before Lord Hunter's commitiee:

", When you got into the Bagh what did you do?
A. 1 opened fire.

G AL once? A, Tmmediately. 1 had thooght
about the matter and don't imagine it took me more
than thirty seconds to make up my mind as to what

my duty was,
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3. How many people were In the crowd? A. T
then estimated them roughly at 5000, 1 heard after-
wards there were many more.

3. On the assumplion that there was that rizk of
people belng in the crowd who were not aware of the
proclamation, did it not occur to you that it was a
proper measure to ask the crowd to disperse hefore
you teok that step of actually firing? A. No, at the
time I did not. 1 merely felt that my orders had not
been obeyed, that martial Inw was flouted, and that it
wonz my duty o immadiately disperse by rifle fire.

2. When you left Rambagh [his headguarters] did
it gecur to voo thal you might have to fire? A, Yes,
I had eonsidered the nature of the duty that I might
have to face.

Q. Did the crowd ot onee start to disperse as. soon
e you fired? A, Immediately.

3. Did you continue firing? A, Yes.

Q. What reason had you to suppose that if you hed
ordered the assembly to leave the Bagh, they would
not have done so without the necessity of yvour firing
and comtinuing firing for any length of time? A, Yes,
T think it quite posaible that I could have dispersed
them perhapz even without firing.

G Why did you not have recourse to that? A.
They would have sll come back and laughed at me, and
I ehould have made what 1 considered a Tool of myself.

Q. And on counting the ammunition it was found
that 1650 rounds of ammunition had been fired? A,
Qiite right.

. Buppezeing the passage was sofficient to allow
the armoured cars to go in, would vou have opened
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fire with the machine gumns? A, 1 think, probably,
2.

; Q. In that esse the casualties would have been
very much higher? A. Yes.

. I take it that your idea in taking that action
was to atrike terror? A. Call it what you like. [ was
going to punizh them. My ides from the military
point of view was to make a wide impreasion.™

During the conrse of ita history mankind haz wit.
nezzed many masascres of a bloody and ruthless na-
tore, but im every case before 4 massacre occurred,
fthere wag a provocation of some kind. Jallianwalla
Bagh stands out unique in this respect—that it was
an pnprovoked, premesditated and pre-arranged, eold-
blocded massacre of at least eight hundred innocent
men, women, and children, who were assembled in s
peacelul mesting on the day of thelr national Testival,
with no thought of evil In thelr minds nor any desles
to offer reajstance of any sort or kind to anybody.

The most interesting part of the story s that what
had happened at Jalllanwalla Bagh on the thirtesnth
of April was conzidered so frivial and unimportant a
mutter that it took four months for the news to reach
official London., After the report of Lord Hunter's
eommitteo had been published, and all the horrible de-
tails of the massacre were fully disclosed, General
Dyer was retired from the military service op full
pension,. But on hig return bo Bngland he was handed
a purse of ten thowzanid pounds steding, which
amount had been raiged by voluntary subscription by
the English psople o recompense the general for his
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herofe work al Jallisnwalls Bagh., Such was the re-
action of the English nation to the massacre,

Gandhi's interpretation of General Dyer's "hero-
ism' s, however, different. He writes:

"He [General Dyer] has called an unarmed
erowd of men and children—mostly holiday-mak-
era—'n rebel army.” He believes himself to be the
saviour of Punjab in that he weas able to sheot
down like rabbits men who were penned in an en-
closure, Such s man iz unworthy of being con-
gidered a soldier. Thare was oo bravery in his
getion, He ran no risk. He shot without the
slightest opposition and without warning. This
{2 not an ‘error of judgment’. It {24 paralysis of
it in the face of fancied danger, It i3 proof of
criminal incapacity and heartiossness."

The reader will be in 4 pozition now to understand
the meaning of Mahatma Gandhi's letter to the
Vieeroy of Indis, dated August 1, 1920, and quoted on
page 114 In which Gandhi gave his reasonz for his
decision not-to cobperate with the British Government
of India. It may be recalled that ome of Mahatma
Gandhi's reasons was the “callonz disvegard of the
feelings of Indisns" betrayed by the House of Lords.
It must be remembered here alae that the mapsspere
of Jallinnwalls ocourred on April 13, 1079, and it was
exoctly & yvear and three months later that Mahabma
Gandhi made his decision to boyceott the British Gov=
ernment. Duoring this Interval he had persistently
hoped for a change in the Eritish attitode.

The massacre at Jallianwalla waz only ome part of
the awlfol Punjab story. What oceurred at Amritsar
and other townz in the provinee during the meartial
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deys of 1919 was even more shameful and unworthy,
“on account of the outrage of human dignity it In-
volved,” The igssuing of crawling orders and the
throwing of bombs from asroplanes over peaceful
towns constituted in part the doings of the military
and police during the unfortunate dayd of martial law,
Mor wad that all. Mre. Sarojini Maldu, the flrst
woman president of Indis, said while speaking on the
“Punjab wrongs™ before a large London sudisnce
(Kingaway Hall, June 3, 1219):
“My sizters wers flogped, they were stripped

y they were outraged.”

The ingenuity of the Englizh officialz during the
martial law perfiod in inventing fancy punishments
ghowed zelf conspicuouely in the town of Kasur
where, according to the findings of the Congress sub-
comrmifhes,

"1. Behool boys and men wers whipped, *with no
particular objeet,’ and there waa no question of any
martial law offense. Prostitules were invited to wit-
Bess the ceremony.

2. People were made to mark time and climb
ladders.

3. Religiona mendicants were washed with lime:

4, Those who failed to galute Eoropeans wore made
to rub their roses on the ground,

G, Pullic gailows were erected which were later
phandoned,  In all, eightesn persons were hanged in
the Punjab during the martial law regime, many of
whom were totally innocent.”

We shall give below the evidence of Gurdevi, the
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widow of Mangal Jat, before the Congress sub-com-
mitbee on what had eceured at Manianwalla:

“One day, during the Martial Law period, Mr,
Boswerth Smith pethered together all the males
of over eight vears at the Dacca Dalla Bunga-
low, which is some miles from our village, in
conneetion with the investigations that were
geing on. Whilst the men wers st the Bungalow,
he rode to our village, taking back with him all
the women who met him an the way earrving food
for their men at the Bungalow. Reaching the
village, he went around the lanes and ardered all
women to come out of their houses, himself fore-
ing them out with sticka, He made us all atand
near the village Daira, The women folded their
hands before him. He beat some with his stick
arid spat st them and used the foulest and most
unmentionable language. He hit me twice aml
gpat in my Tace, .

"Ho repaatedly ‘ealled us ghe-azesa, bitches,
fies and swines and aapid: Yoo were in the gamea
beds with yoor hushands; why did you not pre-
vent them [rom ﬁinp: gul to do mischiel? Now
vour skirts will [oolked by the Police Consta-
bles'. He gave me a kick also and ordered us to
undergo the torture of holding owr ears by pass-
our arms round the legs, whilst being bent dophla,

“This treatment was meted oot to vz in the
pbacnce of our men who were st the Bungalow.™

Cowardico, thy name iz Boawoerth Smith! Moral
degradation in a buman being could not go any lower
than this. Seach the entire history of mankind, and
you will fail to find the equal of this act in ite ferocity
and barbarizm. How courlous! The world believes
atill that England's misgon in India ig that of elviliz-
ing & backward peaple.
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JALLIANWALLA MASSACRE AT AMRITEAR

The Jallianmwalla massacre and other “Ponjab
wrongs” gave & great impetos to the nationalist move-
ment in India, What the Indian National Congress
had failed to accomplish in its steady work of thirty-
two vesrs, the Punjab persecutiona sind humiliations
did in the course of & few months. T has helped to
arouge in the minds of the people of Indis & powerful
nationnl comseiousness. It has been truly said that
the blogd of the martyres at Jallianwalla Bagh has
made the heart of all Indin to hlesd.

Thoee who ask the question, “Why does Indis re-
volt 7" may find & purt of their answer in the word
“Jallianwalla Bagh."
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CHAPTER VIII
WHY IS IND1A POOR?

KLY TW0 hundred years ago India waa the rich-
egt country In the world. Today it iz the poor-
aat. The morgsiousg palaces of its kings with their
anormous freasures were the ohjects of admiration
and wonder for the othar nations of the world, Tts
flourishing industries and ifs highly Iucrative trade
excited the greed and envy of the merchant classes
everywhers. Ita merchani ships laden with cargoes
of valuable spices, silken and ecotlon manofactures,
and precicus jewels sailed into the harbors of Eng-
land and other countries of BEurope. How the mari-
tirme netions of the world vied with each other (o
possess the trade of the East Indies and fought over
concessions in Lhe Empirg of the mighty Moghtls 12 a
matter of common knowledge to all studenta of his-
tory., It was the fame of India that excited the imag-
ination of Columbus when he set out westward on his
historic voyage; it was only by sccident that he dis-
covered America. He had undertaken hiz vovage In
asarch for & new route to the fabulous riches of India,
g0 thet America really owes her digeovery to the fame
of that ancient land. Pick vp any standard work om
medimvsl history or classteal litersture and you will
fimd that the rickes of India and the splendor of the
courts of fta kings had become proverbial among the
nations of Europe.
That fame of East Indisn weslth which had in-
gpirdd the caresrs of many a8 Buropean explorer, mili-
[ 1RE]
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tary commander, and fnancial genios had totally dis-
appeared long before the end of the nineteenth cen-
tury; with the disappearing of the Indian kings the
splendor of their courts had also vanished: with the
extinetion of the Indian fabric industriea her flourish-
mmg trade had ceased; and simultaneously with the
logs of its handicrafts and independence the prestige
and prosperity of the nation had come to an end. As
garly as the wvear 1900 AT, India had bepun to be
ragarded by the historians as the poorest country In
the world, Her daily per capita income was fxed at
three quarters of n penny (eguivalent o one and nine-
gixtoenths centa), and it was estimated that the dawn
el the twentleth century Tound among the nhabitants
of India one hundred snd sixty million people who did
not know what it was (o have one sguare measl a day.
The percentapge of literacy, which included & Enowl-
edge of reading, wrlting, and arithmetic, hud dropped
from thirty-three per ¢ent in 1757 to less than four
per cent in 1900,

What is the eause of this astounding change in the
eondition of an ancient people like the Fast Tndians?
How did it happen that the zame period which wit-
nesaed & aodden rise in the progperity of most other
nations of the world found in the Hindu nation oo
equal or even more sudden fell? What was the cause
of the roin of India's famous silk and cotbon indus-
triea aml of the Josa of He political and economic [n=
dependence? How did India drop from the highest
rank to the lowest, from the proudast position to the
humbsleat ¥

For thiz stete of things in India writers have of-
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fered different explanations, several of which are so
wesk in nature that they would not stand even a
guperficial examinstion. The downfall of the commtry
haz been variousty attributed te the low, immoral
character of it populace and the selfishness and
cowardice of their leaders, to a large Increase In iis
population, to the Inertia and extravagance of its agri-
caltoral elass, to the rirorous caste sysbem, and to the
hatred and animozity which separates the different
elagsen of its people, Some of these evils were respon-
gible: in soms measure for the politien]l downiall of
India, but the reason for India's economic roin must
be sought for elsewhere, I maintain that the political
sulbyjugation of the country by England, and the pur-
gitgnes by the latter of a fiseal policy dictated exclu-
gively by the interests of Britich industries ab the ex-
pense of the notive claims, forma the basiz of India’s
poverty and of its consequent “ills and woes."

We ghall first examine, in order, the various rea-
gona for the country’s poverty which have been given
by others, and which I believe to be unsatizfactory.
Later I shall attempt to prove the truth of my thaais,
that the cupidity of English financigl and industrial
lowdz has bean the direct cause of Tndia’s roin.

In the preceding pages much has been snid con-
carnwing the moral character of the poople of India.
Those who have fived among them and have studied
Lhelr habita and ideals at Arat hand know what helghts
of moral and spiritual pority the inhabitants of that
ancient land once attained. Ewvem Im their present
condition after generations of political subjection and
economic poverty, both of which have a tendener to
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degrade the character of a people, it can be confidently
gxid that the people of Indig, when measured by any
motal, ethical, or cultoral standard, will equal if not
surpasa any other people throughout the entire world.
In order to judge the moral condition of this race at
the time when their prosperity began to disappear,
we shall Tet those apeak who knew them at first hand.

Wharrem Hastings, whose name has been immortal-
ized throogh his impeschment by Bdmond Buorke, had
gpant the best part of hig life in Indias. Starting his
career ag o low-prid pssistant of the Epst India Com-
pany, he had risen to the position of Governor-Gen-
eral of Indin. Mo one knew the poople of that eoun-
ley better than did Warren Hastings, becaime of all
foreigners he had the best opportuplty (o come in
elose contact with them. Yet he was no ungualified
friend of India, 88 was fully disclosed during his im-
peachment by the House of Commons in England.
Twenty-eight years after his retirement from Indis,
Warren Hastings gave the following testimony before
the Britizh Parlinment:

“T aflirm by the cath 1 have taken that this da-
seription of them [that the peeple of India were
in a state of moral Lut'%itude] iz untrue and
wholly unfounded. . ‘hey are gentle, benev-
elent, more ﬂ-u.'aceptjl:r]e- of gratitude for kindness
shown them than prompted to venpennce Cor
wrongs inflicted, and as exempt from the worst
propertics of himan passion as any people om the
foce af the enrth.” ®

It has been affirmed that overpopulation Iz the

Fndf Quaoted from T O Dhtt, Feososde Hisery of Seitdh
Ak
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grest eapse of India's backwardness, But |z India
really over-populated? Haa its population increased
very largely during the laat two hundred vears? When
we compare the censug reports of the varions coun-
tries of Burope, we find that several of them, England
included, are more densely populsted than Indis. If
we compare England and India, we shall find that the
ineresse in population in the latter has been no greater
than that in the former sinee their political eomnec-
tion, In faet, sinee the beginning of the twentieth
eantuty the populstion of India hes astuaelly decreased,
while that of England and several other eouniries of
Europe has increased.

That the agricoltural elazs of India is a race of
thrifty, hard-working, abstemious, and experienced
farmers who understand theroughly the art of til-
ing the eoil, has bean attested by many foreigners, whi
had the opportunity to study their hsbite at cloze
range. The quality of their knowledge of the farming
profesaion and the extent of their initistive and per-
geverance may be judged from the achievements of
Hindu farmers in Californis. Here was a class of
agricultoral peopls who had found it hard to make
a decent living in the “Tand of five rivere,” the Punjakb.
The Punjab is famous for its fertile soil and has an ir-
rigation systom which is reparded sz the best in the
world, Yet its agricultural population is in a state of
semi-etnrvation becaose of top-heavy taxstion and
other unprogressive features of the country’s sdmin-
istration. The moment these farmers from the
Punjab were settled in the favorable environment of
California they made a soeeeas of farming which s
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arlmowladged by [riends and foesd alike. At the pres-
ent time the ppti-Asiatic lsws of California prohibit
Hindus from farming, but it i4 & maktter of common
Imowledge that Hindu farm labor ia paid higher
wages In most sections thun iz American labor, be-
cange the Hindus are “steady," “hardworking," "in-
formed,"” and “dependable.”

Tgnorance and slnggishness do not keep the Hindn
farmer in a woree condition than i= his own clasa in
other eountries; the small aren of his holdings, ex-
cesdive tnxation, and lock of ecapital are continually
drarring lkim baclowsrd. Bighty per cent of the peo-
ple of India depend npon agriculfure for their aole
gupport. They lve on the sofl and by the soll. In
former times India was also the home af fourdshing
eottage industries, that helped to ipcréase the income
of Itz emormous rural population. The invasion by
English munufactures, cavzed by the gellich English
fispal policy for India, has completely wprooted the
fobric indvstries of the Indian villages, a change
which in turn has driven the entire people to the land
for their livelihood, thereby bringing the total roin of
their economic prozparity.

Laclk of moral stamina In the people, overpopuls-
fion, ignorance or sluggishness of the sgricultoral
claes are thus nobt the real causes of India’s poverty,
The economisl who wishea to determine the cause of
any counbry's poverty will have to ask himself the
mame quegtions which the Hindu historian, B, C, Dutt,
asked in regard to Imdia & guarter of century &go.
“Does agriculture flonrish?  Are the fnances propar-
Iy adminigterod, so a8 to bring back to the people an
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adequste return for the taxes paid by them? Are
the sourees of mational wealth widened by a Govern-
ment anxious for the welfare of the people?™

If it Is trie that in the zame ratio as English
poveer advanced in India ecomomic progperity of the
eonntry began to decline, we might az well inguire
into the nature of \British rule in India. We shall re-
ptrict our inguiry to the answers of the following two
queationg:  “Why England acqoived Indin® and
"Why England holds Indla?™ Tt iz o fact that Eng.-
lund first came in confoct with Indin throwsh the
medinm of a trading company, whose object in estah-
lishing its btrade stations in the Eastern cooniry was
profit-making, If 15 ssserted thet the Britlsh rulers
of India have beim guided in their work of governing
the country by altruiztic and humanitarian motives
of ‘& high guality. To what extent this claim of the
English nation is founded on facts we shall examine
presently. In any case such humanitarian principles
ag oy have inspired the English rule in India, were
of & mueh Inter origin, The primary reason for which
England establiahed its connections with its Faatern
dependeney wes one of pure commereial greed. At the
time when the Bast India Company was organized in
England the people of Earope had not been trained in
the uee of ench terma as “altruiam™ and “civilizing
the backward peoples.” These high-sounding epithets
are products of much later times. The minds of the
Directors of the East Indin Company were ruled by
thooghts of large dividends and big profits

The simple facts of the caze are that the Britieh
went over to India as traders in order to make profit
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out of India. They found the people of that vast and
prospeross country divided among themselves, and
seenting the favorable opporbiunity, they set out clever-
Iy to capitalize the weakness of the natives for their
own gain, Yet according to the standards of the
timaz nothing in their behavior wes onusasl or weonr
The world had never aetually been rulad by altrulsm.
The Bast Indis Company seb the gresdy, but inpocent
and eonfiding privees and peoples of Indla one agalnst
the other, and using the natives as their tools, became
masters of the land. They have ever since hald them
under the lnsh as chattels and slaves, "hewers of wood
and drawers of water” for Mother England. "Divide
and role™ has heem their constant mottn, “Teach and
liberate" haa never crogped their minda Such phrases
have been invented by shrewd politicians merely to
pmuee and aatisfy @ class of idealistic people In Engp-
land and abroad who foll innocent victims to artfully
told lies. Buch slogans were never intended as rules
of state policy. Study carefully the tragic result of
thie long and laborious process of “liberating” a tradi-
tionally culturad and eivilized people, and yoo will be
econvineed of the truth. The motto of “Divide amnd
rule,” on the other hand, they used mercileasly to
emagsculate o nmstion of helpless people, whom ther
made the inmocent victims of their Iost and greed.
For the details of this early exploitation and "tread-
ing under foot™ of the paople of India read Edmond
Burke's impeachment of Warren Haostinpa, Thus he
cloged his immortal condemnation of the barbarities
of hia own people on the aoil of India:
[168]
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“T impeach Warren Hastings to high erimes
and misdemeanors, I impeach lilm in the name of
the Commons’ Hoonse of Parliament, whose trust
he has betrayed. 1 impeach him in the name of
the English nation, whoze ancient honor he hasg
sullied, I fmpeach him in the name of the people
of India, whoas rights he has trodden underfoot,
and whoss eountry he has turned into a desert.
Lastly, in the name of every rank, 1 impeach the
common enemy Bnd oppressor of all ™

Mr. Wm. Digby, another Englishmean, who lived in
India ok gver twenty yedrs as o member of the Indlan
Civil Serviee, gives valuahle historical and economie
data on the subject of Englizsh Imperialism in India,
in his book ironically entitled Prosperows Britizh Indio.
The book iz o scholarly work on history and economica
and deserves the perissl of all thoughtful studenta.
My, Dighy shows that

1. Since the beginning of the English rule in the
ecountry the per eapita income of the people of Indig
hae been gradually diminishing. The dally per capita
ingome was

in 1860 2 penee
in 1880 1%% pence
in 180 5 peneE,

2, That in 1900, proportionately to income, the In-
diom spbject of the Britieh Crown wae taxed more
than four timeas higher than was his Scottish fellow-
saliject, and three times higher than his English com-
petr. He quotes the following figures from the Stafes-
man’s Yewrbook, 19001 ;
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Proportion of Taxstion to Income

Beotlamd  with 2456 India ({cutside 1.-
per head ‘a5 overige, O, 000 well-bo-do - peo-
ona-geventeenth. pley with 12s. per

hand as averngs, e
|y one-fourth,

3. In 1900 thirtv-four and ome-fifth davs® income
nf every inhabitant of India waa carried 10 England
In tha form of home charges. "Was ever smuch a
erushing tribute exacted by any congueror st any
period of history ™

A, Binece the British have been in the country
famines have been more [lrequent, more widespread,
and more desdly. “In the first quarter of the ninetesnth
century there were reported only four faminés in the
ecountry, all of which were local. In the last goarter
of the sume century thers securred twenty-two fam-
inés which were general and spread all over the land."

A great nation was held a slave, was looted and
routed, and yeb the world never hesrd of such a thing
a3 Britizh injustice in India. But, let us ask, how was
this great injustice perpetrated, thia huge exploftation
continaed T This question §s eminently ssne and per-
tinent, and should be trothfully answerad.

The English people were too intelligent not to profit
by the experience of past conguerors snd rolers over
foreign races.  As o reaull, they did not evidently hold
Tndla down, but they kept her down, First, they dis-
armed the natives totally. This procedure prevented
armed rebellion, and the world was saved the news of
consequent repressions.  In other words, the English
did not kill the people of India; they killed their spirit.
They robbed them of their land and of their daily
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medls, and made them spbmizssive and weak. The
English novelist, Thackeray, degcribed as follows the
early atages of English mle in India:

“It is very proper that, in England, a great
ghare of the produce af the earth should be ap-
propristed to support eertain familiez in afuence,
to produce sapators, eages, and heroes for the
serviee and the defense ol the State, or, In other
words, that great part of the reat shonld go to an
opulent nobitity and pentry, who are o serve
their country in Parliament, in the srmy and
muvy, Iin the depariments of seience and liberal
mrofessions. The Ieisure, independence, and high
ideas, which the enjoyment of this rent affords
har enabled them to raise Britain to the pinnacle
of glory. Long may they enjoy it;— bat in In-
dig, that haughty apirit, independence, and diocp
thonght, which the pessession of grest weslth
aometimes givea, ought to be suppressed. They
are directly adverse to onr power and interest.
The nature of things, the past experiente of 21l
governments, rendera it unnecessary to enlarge on
this subject. We do not want generals, states-
men, and legislators; we want industrious hus-
bandmen. . . .

 “Consldered politically, therefore, the general
distribution of land, among & oumber of small
proprietors, who cannot essily combine apalnst
Government, 12 an object of importance,”
Thia policy was followed in India with unwavering
restlution and fatal success,
It I an unfortunate fact of recorded history which
no well-informed person may Ignore, that under Brit-
ish Tule the sources of national wealth in India have

been narrowad in many wave. In the eighteenth con-
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tury Indie was & great manufacturing as well as a
great sgricultural country. How its groalness dis-
appeated totully, and it was left as & very peor agri-
cultural country only, has been explained by many
Fnglish and Indian writers, The decline of Indian in-
dustries has been attributed to the purswance of a
policy of commercial greed on the part of the British
manufacturors. The Englizgh historian, H. H. Wilson,
remarks:

“The Britiesh manufasturer employed the arm
of politieal injustice to keap down and oltimately
strangle & competitor with whom he could not
have contendad on egual terms.™ *

Wie ghall not tax the patience of our readers with
irritating delailz of the wava in which this arm of
political power waa actuslly empleyed. But as & speci-
rien we ghull relate some of the incidents which helped
lo build the cotlon fabric industry of England at the
expense of Indin, It was the Lime of the home and
cottage Industries; when individoals or small groups
of hand wesvers owned their establishments and
worked their business on & cotperstive plan. The
English merchantz found thay codld not compete with
the highly zkilled pnd efficient Indian weavers; so they
regalved to eliminzte them altogether. Thiz iz what
they did. The agents of the East Indin Company went
to the village with the county magistrate (himself an
emploves of the Company, becauge the Company was
them the Govermment), and eolled together all the
weavers of the village. The agent ofersd loans and
odvances to thoss wenvers who would work for the

* Quoted from R, C. Dutt,
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Company. When the weavers refused to accepl thelr
offers, the agents of the Company forcibly tled the
money n the napking of the weavers, as & sign of their
aceeptance, The apents then drove the workers back
to their homas until sach time a8 the Company should
damand their gervices. Thus they were forced to leave
their own looms and to work in the Company's factor-
fes. There they were paid such low wages that many
of them fléd fromy their homes, and hondreds oand
thouzands of others cot their thumbs and forefingers
In order to render themseves immune from this forced
labor.

By such means snd others equally unfaly “the pros-
porous class of Indian weavers was made (radeless
and homeless, and many were driven into the jungle
to starve and die” At the same time England com-
pleted the procesa of ruining the trade of Indis by
charging an excise doty of 66% to 76% on Indian
manufactures mporied inté England and admitting
English-made goods into British India free of duty.
These atatements &ra not exapgerated. This procedure
actually happened, and data gathered by the English
themsalves is Frecly available. But should the ae-
ecount be dovubted when such and worse things happen
in our own day everywhers?

All the high officee of povernmental control, eivil
and military, were given over to Englishmen, and In-
dians were emploved ns menials and clerks. To be ex-
plielt: during the first one hundred and twenty-five
years of Britlsh rule in Indis not one Indian sat on
the provincial or national executive councils of the
country. Until after the World War no Indian held
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the eommilssion of 4 lievtenant eolonsl in tha Brikish
army of Indin, If during this peériod India was not
governed lor the good of the Indiang, it is oo wonder,
How full of meaning are the words of John Stuart
Ml :

“The government of a people by itself has a
meaning and a reality; but such a thing as gov-
ernment of one people by another does net, and
eannot éxist. One pesple may keep ancther for
its own use, g place to make money in, & human
caftle-farm fo be worked for the profits of itz pwn
inhabitants.

It 1% an inherent condition of human affairs
that oo infention, however sincers, of protecting
the intereats of others, can malke it safe or sla-
tary {o tie up their hands. By their own hands
only ean any positive and dursble improvement
of their cireumstaness in Hfe be worked ook *

Mr, Wm, Dighy remarks on this aceount :

"Thue England's unbounded prosperity owas
ite origin to her connection with India, whilst it
haa, largely, been maintained —disguizsedly—{rom
the same souree, from the middle of the sightesnth
century to the present time. ‘Possibly, since the
world began, no investment hag over yvielded the

profits resped from the Indian plonder’ (Brooks
Adamay.

“What was the extent of the wealth thus
wrung from the FHasl Indies? No one has besn
able to reckon adeguately, as no one has been in
a position to make s correct tally of the treasure
axported from India. Estimatea have been made
which vary from fve hundred miilion pounds
gtorling o nearly one hillion poundz sterling.

* Quobad from K, G, Dull
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Probably between Plassey (17567) and Waterloo
the last-mentioned sum was transfarred from In-
dian hoirds to English banks, . . . Modérn
England hns been made great by Indian wealth,
weplth never proffored by ils possessor, but al-
ways taken by the might and aldll of the stronger,
The differsnce between the eighteenth and twen-
tieth centuries is simply that the amount received
now i3 immensely ]a.rger and ia obtained ‘aceord-
ing to lew'. . .

Let me gquota Mrs, Sarojini Najdu, the “nightingale
of Indis," ag to the effect of British rule in India:
“NDur arts have degenersted, our literstures are dead,
our beautiful industries have perished, our valor is
done, our fres are dim, our sonl is gsinking,"”

All thiz has actually happened. Yet the world be-
lieves that England's misgion in Indix is unselfuih and
holy, thet she Is there to save the souls of & demorsl-
ized people and o educate an ignorant and unprogres-
alve nation, The pations have been made o beliove
that without her Infleence there would be social and
fullglows tyranny in Indis, snd thet the weak would be
left without s champion. The facts, however, read
differently. The people are poor and weak. They are
to-a degree fanatic, and local conflicts occnr secasion-
ally bebween raligious groups. But do the English
rulers of Imdia prevent these diviziona or do they
foster them? This is the important guestion.

The English are our masters, They make their
lawa as stringent as they please: they hold their grip
a8 tight ns they wigh. They suy to us: “Peopls of
India, you are weak.,. Weakness 18 resognized in our

L F.mppurm.u Britiak I'nolin.
[ 176 ]



WHY I8 INDIA POORT

pyatem s 4 erime. Therelore you are doomed™ So
they show the power in their hands and vse it a8 they
will. But when they say 10 wa! "People of India,
cease to quartel and live In peace™ they are not ondy
erusl but unjust and hypocritical, for the quarrels are
thelr own creation, and our divisicns they recognize
as their moin support. Sars the Promier of England,
Mr. Ramaay MacDonald:

“Ag the red potches advaneed over the map of
India, sectionz pulled themselves together to re-
giat, but ng power then existing eould develop that
Indian cohesion which was necessary if the new
trading invader was to be hurled back,. We were
not accepted, but we could not be resisted. In-
din challenged, but eoald not make her challenge
good. . . . Moreover, we were not a military
confuering power imiposing tribute and hasten-
ing hither and thither in our minds. The invasion
was not of hordes of men sealting new sottla
menta, mor of military captaing secking spoil, bot

of capital seeking investment, of merchants seek-
:Emi; profit.  IE was necessarily slow; il divided 1o
rule, and enliated Indians to subdue Indin" *
Perhapa the reader will now be ready to concede
that England acgnired control over Indis and has sae-
ceaded in holding her mastery over the country
through the poliey of “Divide and rle.” He may
prant also that the existing fabric industries of India
have been destroved by the unfair use of political pow-
e I the interest of the growing Britieh manufactures,
Then follawed the invasion of the power Jopm in
Europe which completed the riin of India’s cotton in-
dustry. In the first place India hid been impoverished

. Emm The Gewarpment u{u' Tk,
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Lo such an extent that she eould not find the necessary
capital to utilize the latest inventions; and when at
lust she did sueceed in setting up steam mills their
progress wad nipped in the bud through the imposition
of an exclze duty on a1l home manufactures. Here was
an evidenlt inversion of the nstural order of things.
When machinery began to be introduced into the eoun-
try, & protective tarifl was roquired to pasist the in-
fant mdostries.  Instead, the foreign rulers of India
impossd an excise duty on cotbon fabrics, while foreign
fabries continuad to be admitted free of duty.

A similar mischievous policy was adopled in re
gard to the agricultural indusktries of India. A gov-
erament which has the wellare of the nation in mind
tries in every wiy to Improve the condition of the
governed by incressing thelr sources of ineome. It
grants its farmers subaidies, helps them to improve
the quality of their crops, and extends their markets.
What it exacts Trom them in the form of taxes iz ex-
pended in the improvement of their general condition,
“. identifies itaalf with the nation, and grows richer
with it.”

In Indip from the time when thoe East India Com-
pany became the rulera of the country, thizs natural
process hes besm reversed, Thess foreign rulers of
India regardad their possessions as a “homan planta-
thom,™ and thelr polley was to extract Trom the people
nll that was possible [n order to swell the profits of the
Company's atockholders in England., Taxes on agri-
cultural land were placed at the highest possible point
in the beglnning; and were then increazed at every
suctessive revenue seltlement. The over-assessment
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and collection of taxes with the most eallous dizregard
for the material condition of the farmers, plunged the
country into misery, Soon they began to flee from
their houses into the jungles, leaving the country
dezolate. Indin wps wvisited by the most harrible
Fumines, and whila natives died in the strets from
huanger, the Company’s agents had the gratification of
roporting an increéased collection from land taxes. It
I8 estimated that the famlne of 1770 carried sway
with it ope-third of fhe entire population of Bengal,
and yel In the lollowlng year the land rovenue of
Bengal was raised and actually coflected in cash

The two letters which were written from the Com-
pany's Government in India to iis directors in Eng-
land in the vears 1771 and 1772 are of pecaliar inter-
eat in thiz matter,

Doted 12th February, 17T1: “"Notwithatanding
the great peverity of the late famine and the great re-
ductien of people therchy, some increase has been
made in the settlements both of the Bengal and the
Behar Provinces for the present year™ *

Buted 1h Jamuary, 1772: “The collections in
each department of revenue are s successlally car-
ried om Tor the present Sear a8 we cpuld have
wiahed," *

It is needless to say that in making 4 collection of
an increased revenue, following a devastating famine,
a great deal more ingenaity waz needed, Every sort
of sdvantage was taken of the distress of the people.
Their cropa were monopolized, and in most cases the

* Quoted from B. C. Dutt.
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geed [or their pext vear's erops was sold to realize the
Company’s revenue. The hereditary owners of the
lands were driven away from thelr holding, and thelr
properties were trunslerred to the highest bidders for
the land revenue collection.

A comparizon betwesn the Tand taxes cloimed by
tho previous rolers of Indie ond by the East India
Company may be made from the following figures:

The total land revenue collected by the last Mohsm-
medan ruler of Bengal in 1764, the last vear of his ad-
minigtration, was £817.683; within thirty years the
British rvlers collected an anneal land revenue of
SZ,680,0M) in the same provinee, During this interval
the country had been wvisited by fwo of the most ter-
rible faminee of ita history. Colonel Briggs wrote in
1B30: "A land tax like that which now exists in India,
professing to abaorh the whole of the landiord's went,
wag naver known under any Government in Europe or
Anin™*

Agide Trom the heavy pssessment of the Govern-
mént thers wern, more disastroos atill, the extoriions
and promioma of the Company's servants. Besldea
perving in the pay of the Company, each young clerk
e old veteran officer was ombitious to maks: o =midden
fortune to be earried with him to England. Nearly
everyone of the Company's servants carried on his
private trade. This evil was stopped, however, by
Clivein later years, English traders used all the tools
at hand to take improper advantage of their enstomers
and of rival native traders.

* Qooted from R. (. Dott,
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A typical cage of this infostice oteurred during the
eontroversy over exeige duty in the Provines of Bengal
between its Nawab, Mir Kasam, and the Company's
aorvants. The English victory at Plassey (1757} had
greatly enhanced the prestige of the Company. In éx-
change for its protection, the Nawab of Dengal grant-
ed to the East India Company the right to carry on its
export and import trade, free of duty, within his terri-
tory. Thiz right the Nowab granted to the trade of
the Company and not to the private trade of the of-
ficinla of the Company, In spite of the repestod eom-
plaints from the Mawsb, however, the Company's
servantz continued (o carry on their privete business
without the payment of any duties into the Crepsury
of the Nowab, This arrangement, of course, helped
the private traders to rear eolossal fortunes in o very
ghort period, but the Mawab's treasury soon felt ss-
verely the loss of its revende, Morsover, the sulfering
al the native merchants who had to pay heavy duties
on their goods and thus found it difficult to compete
with these low-breaking tradera, reached a eritical
siate. Owverwhelmed from gl gides, and finding his
complaintz to the Company's agents unheedad, the
generous Mawnb in 8 moment of poble and royal in-
dignation abollshed all inland duties, By this act he
personally lost a large income from his revenuss, but
he placed his subjects on egual lerms with the em-
ployees of the Bast India Compnny. What followed
will be goarcaly belleved by oor renders, The Execu-
tive Council of the Company al Caleutta protested
arainst this action of the Nawah as 8 breach of faith
towards the English nation. “The conduct of the
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Company's servante upon this occasion,” says James
Mill in his history of India, “furnishes one of the most
remarkable instances upon record of the power of in-
terest to extinguizh all sense of justice, and even of
ahame.” “Thers can be no difference of opinion,”™
writes amother English historian, H. H. Wilson, “on
the procesdings. The narrow-minded szelfishneas of
commereinl cupidity had rendered all members of the
council, with the two hoenorable execeptions of Vansi-
tart and Haatings, obstinately inaccessible to the plaln-
eet dictates of reason, justice and polley."* More
eomment upon this is unnecessary,

Here was a elass of officials in India who regarded
the country, which they had been called upon to gov-
ern in the name of God Almighty, aa no other than a
fishing pool. They declared that the purpoze of their
sovernment was o restore order in place of chaos, and
justice instead of enrruption. Buot when one of the
native priness, inspired by nobility of heart, ordered
a cancellation of his own revenues in order to benefit
hie subjecta, the gowernment of the Company flored
up in a rage and called his act of unselfish benevo-
lenee a breach of faith against the English nation.
Edmund Burke was alter all right when he spoke
aboul the East Indin Companys officials thus:

* ¢ « « The Tartar invasion was mischiev-
S, but it i our protection that destroys India,
It waa their enmity, but It is our Iriendship. Our
conguest there, after twenly years, i3 as crode as
it was the firat day. The natives scarcely know
what it iz {0 see the groy head of an Englishman ;

* Qooted Trom B, Q. Dutt,
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young men, bovs almost, govern there witheut so-
clety, and without sympathy with the natives.
They have no more social habits with the people
than if they still resided in England; nor, indeed,
any apecies of intercourse but that which is neces-
sary to malking a sudden fortune, with a view to
a remole setfloment, Animasted with all the av.
arice of age, and all the impetussity of youth,
they roll in one after another, wave aftor wave,
and there is nothing before the eyea of the natives
but an endlezss, hopelésa prospect of new fAights
of birds of prey and passage, with appetites con-
tinually renewing for a food that iz continually
wasting, Ewvery rupee of profit mads by an Eng-
lishmin is loat forever to India™ (Edmund Burke
ilillrﬂ%?ﬂpﬂ:h made in the Houwse of Commona in

Alter Plassey (1767) the English control over In-
din bagan to expand rapidly, and the Bast India Com-
pany acoquired the real nature of a government in-
sbepd of g mere {rading company. Gradoally as the
political power of the Company grew in Indiz. and
abuses crept in, the Hnglish Parliament undertonk {0
comtral all Tndian alfairs through appointed represen-
tatives., This poliey wae earried cut in so far that on
the eve of the Sepoy Mutiny (1857, which led to the
ttansfer of the Government of India to the British
Soversign, the English Parlisment already supervised
the India affair through s cabinet minister and a
council board in England, and a governor-general ap-
pointed by the British cabinet In India.

The rezentment of the people of India against the
British rule and its eonsequent politienl and economic
humilistions found ite tragic expresgion in the re-
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bellion of 1867, commonly known g4 the Sapoy Mutlny,
The maszes of the country led by the native army
burst forth in mad fury agalnst the yoke of their for-
eirn rulers, The rebellion started in the United Proy-
inces and at once spread like wildfire throughoot the
Britizh territories. Once again the British played the
natives agninst each other. The rebelllon, which at
ane time threatened the eomplete overthrow of the
British power in the eountry, was erushed with the
sezigtnnee of Sikh regiments from Punjab. The sup-
presgion of the reballion involved a terrible loss of Lifs,
and some of the deeds of horror which were com-
mitbked by tho infuriated English soldiery remain s
fresh in the minds of the Indian people to this day as
they were in 13067, The last of {he: Moghul emperors
was deposzed and all of his heirs were fired from the
months of eannow. Thousands of rebels were hung,
and their dead bodies were left hanging from the
branches of tress in order to exeite terror in the minds
of the populace, Kaye and Malleson's Histery of the
Alutiny gives the most horrible account of the butchéry
which the Engfigh officers carried on during the bloody
daye after the Mokting in the most indiseriminate and
barbarons fashion. 'The aunthora of this mamorshle
peoount of the Mutiny stabe: “Already onr military
pflizera were humting down the eriminols of all lkinds,
and hanging them up with as little compunction ss
though they had been parish-dogs, or jackals, or ver-
min of a baser kind.” So ferocious was the temper of
the white soldiers, and 2o strongly had the flerce
hatred agalnst all “who wore the dusky livery of the
East"” poszessed them, that on one occasion in the ab-
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gence of tangible enemies they turned on their
own. eamp-followers and murdered & large number of
their loyal and unoffending sarvants.  Bir Charles
Ball writes: “Every day we had expeditions to burn
and deatroy disnffected villages and we had taken our
revenge, We have the powear of life in our hands sand
I pasure you, we spare not." Innocent old men and
belpless women with sucking infants af their breasts
felt the weight of the white man's vengeance Just as
much ps the vilest malefuctors, It is recorded that in
gevernl places cow's flash was Toresd by spears and
bayonets into the mouthe of Hindu prisonera beeause
the English knew that (ke Hindu ao abhors cow's flazh
that he will rather die than eat it. Eaye and Malle-
BOD Writo:

“Afterwards the thirvst for blood grew strong-
er still, It s on the records of our British Par-
linment, in papers sent home by the Govermor-
General of Indla in Council, that the aged, wo-
men and children, are sacrificed, as well as those
guilty of rebellion. They were not deliberstely
hanged, but burnt to death in thelr villages—per-
haps now and then accidentally shot. English-
men did not hesltate to boast, or to record thelr
boastings in writings, that they had ‘spared no
one', and that 'peppering away the nipgers’ was
very plepsant pastime, "enjoyed amazingly’. It
has been stated in o book patronized by high class
authorities, that *for thres monthe eight dead-
cartz daily went their rounds from sunriss io
ginget to take down the corpses which hung at
erossrofda  and market-places’, and that “six
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thousand beings' had been thus summerily dis-
posed of und laonched info eternity,” *

Following the Sepoy Motiny an act was passed in
the British Parlisment by virtue of which the govern-
ment of Indis was teaneferred from the East India
Company to the British Crown. The English King
thua beeame the ruler of India, but the people of In-
din paid the price of purchase. The sharcholders of
the Company were recompensed for this change, and
the amount paid to them was added to the wational
debt of India. The government of the country
changed hands, bot virteally no change waz made in
the policy. Even in the times of peace that Tollowed
the public debt of Indiz continued to incresse. The
new relers were determined to promote English in-
dustries at the expense of Indisn manufacturera just
a8 hod been done under the rule of the Company. India
remained henceforth a colony of the Empire for the
production of rew materials at very low prices In the
Engligh factoriez, The manufactured goods wers al-
terwards ro-shipped to Indis for the native consump-
tion. The posts of dignity and high emolument in the
government aervice continued to be regarded by the
Englishman as his sole monopaly. No eonfldence was
placed in the natives; they were given no positions of
suthority, and were exeluded from offices of responsi-
hility a3 moch sz pogsible. In other words, the in-
bereats of Indians wers completely subordinated to
those of the Englishmen, *“The roade {o wealth and
honor ware elosed to the notives, The highest among
them wers considered unworthy of thosa places of

* Dobed from Lljpu.l‘. R,
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trust in the state employments which were hald by
voung English boys fresh from schoel. The springs
of Indian industry were atopped, sand the sources of
the country’s wealth were dried up.”

AR a reault of the direct British rule over India the
public debt of the coundry rose from £51,000,000 in
18567 4o 200000000 in 1201, The agricultural elass
of India, moreover, the backbone of national prosper-
ity in & country whose main occupation is agriculiurs,
had become 50 poor that in one dizstrict in 1300 B6%
of the land revenue was directly psid to the Govern-
ment officials by money-lenders, the landowners being
wholly unable to meet their oblipstions. It was esti-
mated by the leading medical journal of the world
(Tha Loneaf, June, 1901) that during the last deci-
mum of the ninsteenth century ninetesn millions of
EBritish Indian subjects had died of starvation, and one
million from plagne And vet at the beginning of tha
twentieth century according to the financial arrange-
rments of the country half of its fotal revenne was sent
out of India to England each year, This included the
upkeep of the India office In Londen, pensions lo re-
Hred officials residing in England, and interest on
pablic debis, *

With these faciz in mind the reader will not won-
der that India is poor. Place any other country in the
world under the same conditions. Let her govern-
ment be carried on by a foreign power with the com-
plete exeliumion of the sons of the soil from positions of
reaponsibility ; let her fiscal policy be determined by

* Dk,
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the parliament of a rival commercial mation without &
single representative of the governed nation sitting in
ita councils; let ita industry be crippled or destroyed
by a malicious use of politieal power by itz Torsign
rulera; let ita agriculture be subjected to a heavy and
uncertain land tax let half ite total revenus be car-
ried away annuslly bo s foreign land; and you will net
be surprised if the most prosperous npation in the
world sinks In the course of 4 few years to the lowest
deptha of poverty and degradation, *

A nation prospers if its government iz wisely ad-
ministered in the interest of the people, if the apurces
of wealth are widened, and if the procseds from taxa-
tinn are apent for the uplift of the pesple and among
the poople. Tt iz impoverished if its government is
earried on by an outside power for the purpose of
exploitation ; IT the sources of ils wealth are narrowed
from the crippling of itz industries, and if 1is rev-
enues are largely remitted ovt of the country without
an egcomomnic return.  Americans stand in awe before
the gingle monopoly of the Standard 0il Company.
They are appalled by the magnitode and tyranny of
itg power, They should remember that the Standard
O] monopoly is o pigmy before the British monopoly
of Indis. BEngland hes exercised for nearly two hun-
dred years exclogive and ondivided control owver the
affairs of India. She has had power to shape the dea-
tinies of three hundred million people according to
her will, being responsible to no one but herself. She

* Dighy,
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hias held pot only the government of India, but its
eommerce, its finances, and its industry. In con-
clugion let ug repeat the poignant remark quoted ear]-
ler, “The national wealth of India did not sprout wings
and fly away. It had to be carried away.”

[128]



CHAPTEE [X

INDIAN NATIONALISM—ITS ORIGIN
AND GROWTH

EFORE discussing ot length the problems of Indian
naticnaliam, let ua congider whether Indis is
really & nation, or is merely & compogite of peo-

ples inhabiting the same country. India’s Tundamental
unity as a nation has been denied often by prominent
geholara, while its historic and coltured oneness has
really never been adknowledged by the English rulers
of the eountry. Sir John Strachey remarks:

“Thia is the fArst and most essential thing (o
learn shout Tndla—Ethat there is nol and never was
an India, oF even any eountey of India, possessing,
aecording to BEuropean jdeas, any sort of unity,
phyaical, political, social, or religious; no Indian

nation, no ‘people of India" of which we hear so
mueh,™

We believe that Sir John Strachey (g profoundly
wrong in hiz assertion that Indis is not & nation in
the “physical, political, social, or religioua” sense. On
the contrary, it can bé proved easlly that geograph-
ically, historically, culturally, and spiritually India i
fundsmentally ome. Cuot off from the north and the
east by the snow-clnd Himnlayas, and surrounded oo
the south and the west by the mighty Indian Ocean,
India iz grographically, one country, Every park of
the Interior iz freely accesalble from all sides. Wo
natural boundary lines within the country divide it
into different parts; nor do any high mountging ob-
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struct the free passage from one part of the country to
the other, Im fact, India is a physical onit, much more
distinct than any other country in Europe or America.,

When we study the history of India, from the an-
cient Vedic period to modern times, we find again the
whole of the Indian peninsuls, from Bengal to Gujrat,
and from Cevlon to Kashmir, mentioned alwaya as one
motherland. “The early Vedic literature centainz
hymng pddresssd to the Motherland of India. The
ppic poems apoalk of the whole of BHARAT as the
home-land of Aryana.” We hear nowhere any acscount
of separale pationalitios within the country. The lit-
ersture of India is full of thoughts about Indian ne-
tionality ; but there fa no mention of separate Bengal,
Madras, Gujrat, or Punjab nations bazed opon geo-
graphic divizions, Powerful emperors in ancient asz
well sa modern times have ruled over the entire pénin-
gila in peace and asecurity. “In fact, the belief in the
unity of India waa so strong in ancient times that no
ruler congidered his territories complete until he had
sequired control over the entire peninauls.” Asoka
rubed over the whole of India in perfect harmony.
Akhbar's power spresd to the farthest ends of the
lnnd. And when, later on, the different governors of
the barder provinces rose in revolt and refused alleg-
iance to the successora of Akhbar, it was the great
digtance from the capital that sogpested revolt to the
popiiation of these distant provinees, and not a Tesl-
Ing of separate nationality,

Culturally, again, India Iz oné nation. In their
daily habits, their ethical standards, and their apiritual
regponses the Indians of every religion and locality
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are fundamentally alike. “Their family life is founded
on the same bases; thelr modes of dress and cooking
are the same. Thelr very tastes are similar.” They
regpect the mame national herses and worship the same
idenls, They have the same hopes and aspirations in
thie life and in the horeafter. As o reault, their men.-
tul and spiritual behavior s similar. In fact, they
are Tupndamentally ene in mind and in spirit.

It is true thal more than one dislect i3 spoken In
the country, Until 1920 the business of the Indian
MNational Congress itsell was carried on i the English
linguags because no other languags was common to
the whole of Tndin. T¢ was really tragic that a pesple
who were 4o profoundly proud of their national herf-
fage and whe aapired to political freedom wers obliged
to use ab the meetings of thelr national nssemblies an
utterly foreipn langurpe. That the veriety of Jan-
puagres was in Tact o very slight dilfieulty was demon-
strated at the session of the Indian National Conpgress
in 1920. From lhe Congress pletform at Amritsar in
1919 Mahatma Gandhi had announced that at all sub-
sequent mestings the businesa of the Congress would
b conducted in the Hindi language, which is spoken
by more than & third of the population of the country.
Teschers were sent immediately to different parts of
the country to instiuct the people in the Hindi lun-
wunge and when the Congress convened again In 1920
its business was carried on in Hindl, Delegates from
EBengel, Madras, and Hombay made their apeeches in
Hindi a2 Huently as those Trom the United Provinces

and the Punjab. Every one felt satisfied at the change,
[102]



TNDIAN NATIOMALIEM—ITS ORIGIN AND GROWTIT

A miracle had happened ; Fadia had geguired a4 dowmi-
e fongne fn the cowrsd of o WeaT.

The population of Indis is composed of many dif-
ferent peoples, who came to the country originally as
invaders, and later setfled there and becams a part
thereof. Through the process of assimilation and
adaptation extending over penerstions, the original
Afghan, Mongal, and Persian comiquerors of Indiz have
loat their pecaline charactariatics, and become one with
the rest of the population in their languape, Idess, and
loyaltioa,. The pesition of these foreizm types in In-
dia is exdactly analogous lo peoples of different nation-
alities, who migrated lrom Europe into Americs in
Lhe early times. The Interval of & single generation
was usnally sufficient to transfer the lovalties of Earo-
pean immigranta from their pative countries to the
United States., The difference between India and the
United Stales in this respect is merely that the Indian
must go back many more generations to reach his im-
migrant than must the Ameriean.

The chisf barrier in the way of spiritnal unity
among the people of India, is religion. Hinduism and
Mohammedaniem are the dominant religions of the
eountry. The main portion of the population ia Hindn,
bat seventy milllons of Mohammedans are scabtersd
over the whole country in small groups. The Meham-
medang came to India originally ss invaders and con-
querors, apnd now oecupy 8 position in the eountry of
mixed authority and subjection. Wherever they form
the majority group, they dominste the followers of
other religiona; while in other places they are held

down as minorities, Since the beginning of their con-
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tact Lhe Hindus gond the Mohammedans of India have
never agreed. Intervals of peace and harmomy be-
tween the two communities have cecarred occcaziomally
during the reigna of benevolent emperors like Akhbar
and Shah Jahan; but their hearts were naver joined in
true companionship even before the beginning of Eng-
lish influence. The modern rulers of India have helped
to strenpthen the differencea between the Hindes and
the Mohammedane in a0 far that the animogities be-
twoen the two religions groups were no less bitter in
1912 than they wers three hundred yenrs agoe. Since
the days of Gandhi’s Teadership, however, & preat deal
has been aecomplished in building up a feeling of gen-
uine eomradeship and Tove between the Hindus and
Mohammedans of Tndiaz. When the Moaleme all over
the world were in a atate of deep distress at the Khila-
fat iszues alter the Severes treaty, the Hindus of India
made common cause with the Moslema of the world,
Khilafat was included in the Congress program as one
of Indis's main izapes. This Hberality helped to win
the hearts of the Mohammedan population of India
toward their Hindo compatriots, and the Hindn
Gandhi waa idolized by both raligious groups, as lead-
er and savior, Tt wae an auspicious beginning of
friendahip hotwesn these two fsolated factiona in In-
din, and ever since il has been enthusiastically fol-
lowed up by the younger gensration of the country.
It may bé confidently expected that ms the vouth
of Indian acquire influence in the affairs of the
country, the friction between the Hindoz and the Mo-
hammedang will cense, and their sge-long battles baged
upon superstition and error will come to an end.
[184]
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Waorse still in their ethical and spiritual signifi-
cance are the differentistions between the caste groups
among the Hindus, Numerous gocial reform societles
are working at the present time to remove the barriera
of caste within Hindu society; and umntil the work of
building up & homan fellowehip among the different
caste and religions groups of India, based upom the
highest moral teachings of the Hindu sapes, i3 com-
pleted, the political g well as spiritual regeneration
of the country will remain an idle dream.

We have aeen that in the cultural sense, on account
of the szmenesys of feclings and [natinets, the Hindus,
Mohammedans, Sikhs, Parsis, Bengalis, Mahratss, and
Madrasia are fundamentally alike. Yel the bitterness
betwesn thess warring clements of the country had
grown into such immenas proportions at one time that
a commuonal feeling of neighborhood and human de-
cancy among them seemed inconseivable. Two huon-
dred years ago, when the English first began to ac-
gitlre control over the eountry, the people of India
were divided inte perfectly hostile groups; and no
power then existed which could bring together these
warring foctions. Among tho causes thak have secret-
Iy conspired to develop a epirit of unity among the
different raligions and social groups of Indla, the fore-
most has been British imperalism in the country.
Eritaln gave to Indla, in the first place, & long raign
af peace. This enabled the people of different parts of
the country o have & more direct and steady inter-
course¢ than was pozaible in earlier times, The English
also gave to the higher classes of India a mowledge of

English history and classical literature, whose study
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breathed into the minds of the educsted Indians a love
of liberty. Acguaintance with the epirit of European
nationalism created a degire for Indian nationality. A
national congciouzness soon sprang into axistence and
found expresaion through the mediom of the Indian
National Congresa.

Greater thon everything olze, howover, in its direet
consequances of uniting the people of India into one
pation has been the universal antagenlsm toward
Eritiah rule. As the tyranny of foreign rule gradual-
Iy began to be felt, hatred against it increased. The
different factions in the country were forced to unite
for the purposs of driving out of the country tha arro-
gant intruders. Whatever else may ba doubtTul, one
thing iz eortain about India: “The sentiment of an-
tagoniam toward British rule and of resentment
againat fta Iniquitous character ia both universal and
profognd.”

The principal grievances against English rule are
itz alien character snd its exploitation of the country's
wiealth, Bahatma Gandhi ealls it “Satanie,” bécanse
it iz founded not upon the consent of the governed but
upon the military strength of the roler. “It i based
not on right but on might. Iis last appeal ia not to
reason or to the heart but to the sword.” Gandhi
writes:

1 enme relustantly to the conclusion thalb the
Eritish eonnection had mads India more helploss
than she ever waa before, politically and econome

ically. . . . The government establizhed by law
in British Indis ia earried on for this explodtation

of the masees, No sophistry, no jugglery in fig-
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mres can explain away the evidence the skelotons
in many villages present to the nalked eye, T have
no doobt whatsoever that both England and the
town-dwellers of Indis will have to anawer, If
there ia a God above, for this erime agninst hu-
manity which is perhapa unequalled in history."—
Gandhi, Speeches, pp. TH3-4.

We sald just now that one of the main grievances
against Engliah rule in India s its alien character. It
may he sgked: “Why should the alien arigin of & role
ftaelf be such a strong srgument against €7 “Ia it
not true that England has given to India peace and
efficicney in government? That constitutes the chicl
function of governmenils everywhers, and ths rule
which has successfully achieved this purpese justifies
its existence, If it i3 true elsewhere, it shoold be troe
in Indin alsgo,” Our questioner may be both profound-
Iy vight and profoundly wrong. However, the accepi-
ance of réjection of a foreign lordship by the heart is
a matter of such subtle sentiment, that the only way
to explain ite meaning to the reader iz to create a sity-
ation where he shall he called opon to judge in the
matter,

Let ue suppose that by some trick of forfune Japan
obtained mastery over America. Let us grant, at the
same time, that the Japanese rule over America was
more efficient than the Amertean rule; and m the light
of our modern knowledge it I3 not beyond the limit of
probability to imagine that Japanese efficlency in gov-
ermment. could be greater than American efficiency.
How would our reader feel about the aituation T Would
ha be willing to diseard his own indigenous native gov-
ernment for the sake of o more efficient rals under the
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Japanese Mikado? What would be hiz resetion i he
gaw hiz own “stars and stripes” replzced by the Im-
perial fing of Japan? Certainly, he would not feel at
eaze about the matter. The condition of the native of
India under British authority i2 exasctly similar in
canse and consequence.  In ita fundamental aspect the
rule of a country by am alien power iz essentially
wrong in principle. It ia unmatural and henes atterly
ifmmaral, Whether it iz the Japanesss in Karea, the
United States of Amorica in the Philippine Islands, or
the English in Indisg—it is sll sonnatural and immoeral,
There can never be any elhical, moral, or spiritual
justification of an other than native rule in & country.
“The government of a people by iteelf,” aays John
Stanrt Mill, “has & mesnlng and reality; but such &
thing as government of one people by another doss not,
and eannod, exiat™

Ho far there have existed only two principles for
the movernment of any country in the world, one iz the
government of & conmiry by its chosen representatives,
who are held respongible to their constituents, and
are necessarily required to rule the eountrey in the in-
teregts of the governed. Thiz system was described
by an American emancipator ss “governmont of the
people, by the people, Tor the people.” When we look
hack over the histories of the different countries of
the world, we find that, without a single exception, the
eountries which bave advaoced In thelr materisl and
ciultural possessions, during the past two hundred
years, have been those whode governments were based
on the principle of “government of the people, by the
people, for the people.”
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In the modern world we find that the gevernments
of the United States of America, England, France, and
Germany are fypieal for their representative char-
actera. It goes without saving that the progress which
these natioms have made during recent times would
not have boen posgible imder any other syslem of gov-
ernment.  Take the ense of any of these eountries,
Ameries Tor example ; you will find that " Awsserics has
been made great by the democratic character of its
governmental Institutions. Its coloasal achievements
In the mechanical srts, the high advancement in its
ciltural and artistic life, the mammoth nature of
ita commerdnl and industrial progress, the map-
nitude of its educatiomal equipment, ita imstitutions
of lesrning and resaarch, and itz high standord of
living—all these ows their orvigin to the bensficent
charaster of the Ameriean government,” whoss foun-
dation was laid gpon the noble prineiples contained in
the Declaration of Independence:

o, .« That all men are created equal; That
they are endowed by their Creator with certain
Inalienable righta; that among these are Jife, Hib-
erty, nnd the pursuit of happiness. Thet, io za-
cure thems rights, povernments are instituted
among men, deriving thair juut powers from the
consant of the governed :

There js still another prInr.'lpl-u [or lack of princ-
pled on which the govermment of a country could be
bagred, This geours where the sountry i poverned by
an alien power, which derives itz awthority not from
the conzant of the governed, but from some outside
gonree. A3 a natoral coneequence of this syatem the
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rulers of such countries are not concerned with the
benefits to be detived by the raled country. In such
caaes the interests of the subject nation are eompletaly
subordinated to those of the master country. “The
commetee of the ruling power is expanded at the ex-
pense of the ruled; the Indestries of the governing
eountry are enhanced st the eost of the extinction of
those of the governed.” "The material, cultural, and
moral life of one people §s enrichad at the expense of
the life sourcea of a more helpless and onfortunste
pecple,” The proceas begina with the impoverishing
of the subject nation (hrough & syatem of économic
exploitation of itz wealth resources by the dominant
powers, Poverty in i torn degradea the character of
the people, and the nation becomes movally flabby, The
degonsration of sn impoverished and supproessed peo-
ple is aagisted by the deteriorsting influenca of the
obher policies of the forelgn ruler, soch as the dizarm-
ing of the subject people, the introduction in their
midat of an alien syatem of education so designed =s
to form in it3 higher clasges & groop of miseducated
"anohs" and to create i the wpper seckions of the
pountry contempt for its past history and cultura.
This kind of government has existed in Indin for
the past two handred years. To begin with, England
carried away all the tangible wealth of the country “in
the form of Indemnities, grants, and glfta Trom [ts
princes, sand nssesaments end taxes from the people”
AL the game time the industries of the country were
destroyed, and its commereial proaperity was checked
by & selfish policy of enriching the manofacturing
clagzss of England st the expense of those in India.
[ 200 ]
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The entire population of the country was disarmed as
the next step, Thuz were the natures of the people
degraded, their martial spirit was crushed, and “a race
of soldierz and heroes converted into a fimid flock of
quill-driving sheep.”

The intreduction of an wutterly alien system of adu-
eatton was still another step in rooting out of the
eountry the remnant: of national honor and pride.
Jocording to the schome of English education in the
country, formulsted by Lord Macaulay, Engliah was
made the medinm of instruction for all branches af
siudy. BEnglish history snd English lterature re-
ceived preférence over Indian history and Indian 1t
eraturd, The text-books for schoold and collepes weare
prepared by English agentz of the government; and
from them sentiments of Jove and admiration for In-
dian civilization and culture on one hand, and respect
for the character and behavior of ita princes on the
othey, were rigidly exeluded. In its place the English
kings, the English peaple, the. English religion, the
English government, the English institutions, in fact
evervthing English waa held up as ideal. According
ta the history texts, whenever a hatile waa fought he-
tween the English and the native princes; the former
were always in the right and the latbor forever in the
wrong. The English were always the victorious, and
the natives always the beaten party. Mir Jafar, the
arch-traltor of the etuntry, was n noble and worthy
prinee, while Mir Kasam, the benevolent protector of
his subjects against the injustice of the BEast India
Company's agents, was a hypocrite and a debauchs,
The reason for the exaltation of Mir Jalar and the ox-
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eeration of Mir Easam ia, however, easily undarstood,
Miy Jufar was the commander-in-chief of the army of
Slraj-ud-Daulah, who stood against the forees of Lord
Clive on the battlefield of Plazzey. Al 8 suggestion of
bribery from Clive, Mir Jafar led the whole of his
army over to the side of the éenemy, and thus secured
for the English the victory of Plassay, which was the
beglnning of their real power in the eountry. On the
othar hand, Mir Easam was continually fighlting
against the encroachments of the East India Company
over his own terrviborizs and the rights of his subjcts.
Which of the two princes was 8 real man and o worthy
hero smong his people, Mir Jafar or Mir Kasam? Mir
Eazam, secording to every kind of moral and ethical
gtandard of nobility and coorage; Mir Jafar, sccord-
ing to the corrupt atandsrde of British Imperialism in
India.

After the Indian youths had finished their scanty
education, the future that lay before them was of a
very uninviting nature: As-all the high offices in the
gerviee of the eountry wers monopolized by the Eng-
lish, the only positions left for the educsted classes of
Indions were those of low-paid clerlks and assistants in
the government offices. No prospect of famae, or
wealth, or power opened before them. There was no
great stimuolus for the porswit of higher knowledge.
The young scholars no sooner began to know their
pogitions in the world than they realized the wualess-
negs of preat attainments. Of what use was their
learning if they were not to have employment as re-
aponaible public administrators of their country and
& ude their knowledge in the zervice of India? The
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extent of the exclugion of the native inhabitants of
the counlry from offices of digmity and high emolu-
ments in the government service may be realized from
the following fgrures. According fo the figures of
1018, aut of 2,601 civil and military offices in British
Indin earrying monthly salavies of B0 rupdes
(E286.00) or more, only 242, less than tem per cent
were held by Indians; cut of the 4,986 appointments
carrying o monthly salary of 600 rupoes (316600,
only 18 per cemt were held by Indians; and out of the
11,064 appeintments earrying a monthly salary of 200
rupees ($66.00) only 42 per cent were held by In-
dians. Condltions have not changed moch since 1915.*

In order to enable the American reader to realize
fully the mamnitude of injustice Invelved in the wrong
policies of the English government in India regarding
the country’s syatemz of education and publie emplay-
ment, wa shall nze oor previong llusteation once mora.
Let it be snpposed that simultaneously with the son-
relidation of Japaness power in Americs it was ar-
dored by the Mikado that henceforth the Japanese
language should (orm the sole medinm of instruction
In the achools and colleges throughout the Tinited
States. The American children woald be required to
learn the Japanese languege bafore reaching schoel.
The texts given to the vouths of the country to study
end digest would be books written and published in
Japan, from which the names of such national heroes
a8 Washington snd Linecln were excluded, but in
which the praises of Japan were sung in high chorus.

* Quoted from Lajpat Ral,
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Ehakespeare, Milton, Emerson, Longfellow, and Haw-
thorme would be exeluded from the American school
cirriculum, and Japanese literature substlituted in its
place, The business of all governmental departmenta
would be conducted in Japanese, and s official cir-
eulars and reports wonld be printed in Japanese, All
the higher poats in the service of the country would be
reserved for the Mikado's own countrymen. The pras-
ident and hiz eabinet; supreme, diztrict, and superior
eonurt judges; the governora of tho stobes,—all would
be appointed in Toliyo from among the Jepanese in fa-
vor with the government of the Mikado. Native-born
Americans would be employed only as stenographers,
pogtmen, grammar school teachers, and atreetl car con-
ductors, and then only at starvation wages, Boddhism
would be made the state religion of Americs. What
would any self-regpecting American say if all this
were done to his country! What would he do when his
children and his grandehildreen raized a cry against the
injustice done to their country and its manhood, and
this cry was drowned by the declaration of the Jipa-
nese imperialiats that Japan was carrying the Yellow
Man'a burden In the United States of America,

Tha fecling of a deep and passionate resentment
felt by the people of Indis regarding these matbers
was expresaed by (he Jate Mr, G, E. Gokhale thos:

A kind of dwarfing or stuntlng of the Indlan
race fa poing ¢n under the present aystem. We
musk liva aﬁ cur livea (p an atmoaphere of in-
feriority, and the talleat of ue muost bend, in or-
dar that the exigencies of the syatem may be astia-
fied. The upward impulze, If T may use such an
expresgion, which every gchoolboy at Eton or Har-
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row may Teel, that he may one day be a Gladstong,
a Mealaon, or & Wellington, and which may draw
forth the best eiforta of which he is capable, that
ig denled to us. The height to which our manhoaod
is capable of rising can never be reached by us
under the present system. The moral elevation
which every Bell-Governing people feel, eannct be
feit by us. Our administrative and military talents
must grodunlly dissppear swing to sheer dizuse,
til] ot last our lot, ag hewers of wood and drmwers
of water in oar own country, is stereotyped.™
If, therefore, the world sees the spectacie of an
indignant Indis in revelt agoingt the English rule, it
ghould not be surprised. It Iz only oatural that the
English ahould resent the attempts of the Indians to
gecure their independence, It is hoped, however, that
the other nations of the world will not feel hostile
against the battle ery of the Indlans against the Brit-
ish oppressiom in their eountry. If the English im-
perialiats fry to prove the virtue of their rofe in India,
please remember that the question is not whether the
English rule is good or had, but whether the principle
mnderlying it ia right or wrong, No sslf-respecting
American citizon desires to see Japunese lordship es-
tablished in his native land; he would gall a conditicn
intolerable in which the Japanese held all the positions
of power jn the government of his country, The full-
Dlpwided Inhabitants of Indla Teel In much the same way
about the British supremacy in Indin. The resson of
thig attitude of hoth American and Indian nationaliste
ig the pame. The self-respect of an honest man revolis
against foreign domination. The eyes of Modern In-
dia hive been opened, and her paople realize “that they
[ 205 ]
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are men, with a man’s right to manage his own af-
foira.”  Ag was expressed by Mrs. Annie Besant in
her presidential address before the Indian National
Congress in 1917: “India i3 no longer on her kness
for "hoons'; she is on her feet for Rights."

The firat voice of organized Indian nationalist opin-
fon demanding reform in the British gpovernment of
India, was henrd in 1885, In that year the first ses-
gion of the Indian Mational Congresz was held in Bom-
bay. The Congross began as & gathering of a amall
group of progrossive nationalist leadors from different
parts of the country., OGradually, sa its function ba-
came known, the ranks of the congress were awelled
by delegates from all sections of Indls, and soon its
reapongible character sz the represenlative organ of
Indian progressive opinion on politica]l matters was
reqognized in both England and Indis.

The Congreas began its career as a éritic of British
policies in the country, It submitied & request to the
Englizh nation for an inguiry inte Indian affairs and
presented claims for reforms in the lrresponsible and
autoeratic character of the British Government in the
eountry. As time passed and the real nature of Eng-
lish rule began to be disclomed, the Indian nationalista
bhecame “bolder in their eriticiama and more smbitious
in their claims for reform.” Bxeept for minor con-
cessions granted through the courtesy of o few sym-
pathetie viceroys nothing positive in the direction of
the better government of Indis was accomplizhed by
the Indian Mationsl Congress until the Morley-Minio
raforma of 1909, Yot in g2pita of 8 enormous difl-
fipulties, arising from the stubbornness of British bu-
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reaneracy in India and the eold, unconcerned attitude
of the Engiish Farliament towarda Indian claima, the
Congress had done exeéllent work in arousing the edu-
cated classes of the country to s realization of their po-
litienl wrongs.

The Indizan nationalist movement received a great
Impetus during the harsh reign of Lord Corzon as the
hirh-handed Viceroy of India. Ome of tha acts of Lord
Curzon was the partition of Bengal in 1806, —"an act
which aroused in the enstire popolation of Bengul a
wviokent cutburet of popular disapproval,” The purpose
of the English Veeroy in dividing the province inle
two portions was to destroy the unity of Bengal, and
Lo sow mb the same time gesds of bitber Hindo-Moslim
leuds. But the Bengsles vouths were determined not
to accept the dismemberment of their ancient land of
Eengal, and the éntire provindée was in & state of an-
archy for a period of aix years. In spite of the at-
tempta of the English to quiet the agitation, it gradu-
ally spread all over Indis until at last the hated act waa
repealed by roval proclamation at the Dethi coronation
Durbar in 1911.

In the meantime the Morey-Minto reforms, spon-
gored by John Morley, the noted biographer of Glad-
gigne and at that Hme Secretary of State for India,
and Lord Minte, the Vieeroy of Indis, had become law
by the Indie Cooncil Act of 1909, The reforms were
mocepled by a Tew moderate leaders as "'generons,” but
on the whole public opinion in India regarded them as
inadequate and petty. For the firet time seats in the
execntive councils of the provinces as wall as those in
the Indign government were thrown open to Indians.
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The provincial and central legislative ecounclls were
enlarged and made to include more “elected” [ndian
members. Henceforth the provineial eouncils were to
eontain 4 majority of "non-official” “sleefed” membors
s distinpuished from the “official™ and “non-official
pominated” members, the official being the ofivers of
the Government who aat in the councila sz ex-officio
memberg and the nen-official nominated who were
nominated to their positions ss council membaers: by
the governor of the provincs for provincial councils
and by the YVieeroy in the case of the central éouncil.

The powers of the reformed councils, however,
wore limited. “The councils,” says Prof., Parker T,
Moom, “eould peas resolutions subject to the British
Parliament'a overriding authority; they could discuss
the budget and other measores; they could eriticise
and suggest. They could not oppose and propose, but
neither depose nor dispose, They could not overthrow
the administration, ar tighten the purse strings. They
were, in ahort, experimental debating cluba ™ *

Thosa who hod put their confidence in the Morley-
Minto reforma were soon disappeinted, The real na-
tore of the new councils as mers “debating clubs” was
discoversd and found unsatisfactory. The people of
India had demanded the right to control the affairs of
their country’s government, and they had been granted
merely the right to discusas gnd to eriticize, with no
outhority whatsoever to alber the policies of ita of-
fciale. The helplessness of the Indian members in the
Councils was proved after the World War during the

*I'mperfaliem sud World Politizs, page 300,
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aritstion over the Bowlatt Bills. The uproar agalnst
thiz piece of repressive leglalation was =0 strong that
all Indian members of the Central Legislative Couneil,
including those who were nominated by the govern-
ment, vobed apaingt its passage. But in gpite of the
solid opposition from Indian members in the Council
and an unprecedented revuilsion against the Bills
among &l clagses in the country, they were made law
by the Viceroy. That legislation was a “direct slap in
the Teed of nationaliat Indis.” Tt is o matter of com-
mon Enowladpe that it led to the setpograha of Ma-
hatma Gandhi, which in turn eryatallized into the non-
violant non-coiperation movement.

After the reforms of 1909, the Indian National
Congress continted to arouse the masses of the coun-
try to & natlonal conscinueness and to a demand for
rapresentation in the government of the country. Im
1914 all groups of Indians joined in a spirit of lovalty
to aaslst the British Empire during the World War.
India made heavy contributions to the war-time needs
of England in both man-power and money power; as &
recompense. for her loyalty the people of India were
promised lberal home rule pfter the wor. In the mesn-
time: the Indisn Nationsl Congress and the All-India
Muoslem League (founded in 1912 by the Mohamme-
dans of India) had agreed to present the joint claims
ol all eommunities In the eountry Tor home rule  The
peheme formulated by these bwo orgenizations at
Lucknow in 1916, snd known as the Congress-Lesgue
Seheme, had for its aim the atiainment of Suwrey
(home role) within the British Empire. They pro-
posed & plan by which India within a period of fiftesn
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vearg should acguire the same rights as the gelf-gov.
erning colonies of the Empire.

Befare the end of the war, the Secretary of State
for India, Mr. Montague, was sent to India by the
British Parliament for the study of the conditions of
the country with a view to launching & scheme of wider
infloenea for itz people. A joint report prepared by
the Secrietary, Mr. Montague, and the Viceroy, Lord
Chelmaford, was published in 1918, and after slight
modifieations wpa pageed by the British Parliament na
the Act of 1018,

Alkhouph the Montapue-Ohelmaford roforms were
an improvernent, over the reforma of 1909, &l sections
of the Indian people except & lew jzolated moderates
at opee declared them to be unsstisfactory. Besides
enlarging the existing cooncils and providing for more
elected membera In them, the reforms of 19519 intro-
duced the new principle of “dyarchy” into the prov-
incez, The varions departments of the provincal gov-
ernment were known a3 “reserved” or “transferred.”
The conteol of the “reserved” departments remained
in the hands of the governors, who were not re-
gponzible in any way to the legialatures, These in-
cluded law, order, justice, and police, The class of
“tranaferred” sobjects included smong others educa-
tion, agriculiure, and public health. Their control
wius placed in the hands of ministers elected by and
responsible to the provincial legialatures, which con-
tained a majority of elected members., The system of
“dyarchy” in the provincial govermments, however,
was not a suecess. No zooner had the new scheme
begun to function than difficolties over the budgat
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iivose between the ministers in charpge of diferent de
partments. The ministers of transferred subjects were
given the privilege of managing their departments ac-
pording to populsr demand, but they were nob pro-
vided with the Tunds necesssry to make possible the
propoded veforms. "“The strings of the purse wers
gtill held by an outeide power," o condition which made
work of these responsible ministers wholly ineffective,
“Tu defianee of Lineoln's pripciples regarding the fale
of a house divided againet itself,” commentz Frof.
Moon, “the British Government made it & principle to
divide the administration of India. India was to be
"halfl free, half slave.” Aatocracy and self-government
were to be twin columns sapporting British imperial-
ism. It is interesting to note the subjects which were
resorved ps of interést to Great Britain—the repreos-
alom of disorder was a prime interest. Ingenious as it
wan, the schemo waa by no meanz an unqualified soe-
cpge,” "

Yot it must be admitted that the reforms of 1910
waors mover given & fole treial by the people of Indi.
Before the time eame for the installstion of the new
counella, the Indian nation bad alresdy launched upon
Itg eareer of non-violent non-eobperation against the
British Government, How the agitation against the
Howlatt Eills led to martial law in the Punjab amd to
the maszarre st Amritsar, which in turn drove Ma-
hatma Gandhi and the Indian National Congress to the
policy of boyeotl apainet English role, has already
been explained in a previons chapter, Omne of the Hems

* Imperialing apd World Politivs, page 303,
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in the non-cotperation program of the Congress was
the boveott of councils, and a8 8 consequence of this
item all the responeible nationalist leaders withheld
their namesa and support from the council slectiona.
When after the arrest of Mahatma GanJhi in 1922, ane
wing of the Indian nationalists under the leadership
of Mr, C. R. Das, deeided to ro into the councils, they
did sa with the purpose of breaking them up. The
avowed object of follpwers of Mr. Das, who wore
henceforth eallod the "Swarajists,” was to sapture the
ecouncils with a view o brealing the machinery of the
governmenl From within by obstructing its business
abt avery step. Even though the "Bwarajizts’ finally
tid suecesd n holding the majority seats in differant
legiglative couneilz of the cuntry, and in causing con-
giderghle annoyvance Lo the government officials by
their obatructionist methods, yet they were far from
being able at any time to halt the government ma-
chinery.

The point &t issue betwesn India and England is
this: Indin has omtgrown its old habit of submission.
It does not hend its knes to beg for reforms and cons
ceggions,. It is standing on e feet and demanding its
rights, and the mothods it is using to secove the rights
of the people to govern themselves are of its own crea-
tion. The surprising thing in this whole affair [z not
that India has lost falth in the British senze of justice
and had decided to boyeotl its English rulers; the
amazing thing is that it took the people of India so0
Iong to find out the truth abeut England’s interests in
the country and their own welfare. It iz a sad com-

mentary upon the genius of Indian lepdership that it
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took the Indian National Congress thirty-five years 1o
discover the path of non-godiperation towards Swarasd
{home rule), To expect from the English nation,
which rewarded General Dyer for his massacre of 800
mmarmed civilians with a purse of £10,000 (350,000}, &
grant of seif-government was stark nonsanse. And
yet until the new path was strock ont by Mahatma
Gandhi in 1920, Indians of all shades of opinlon pear-
gevered in their balief that freedom conld be aequired
by begping. Mahatma Candhi was the frst man
among Indisns to renlize the fact that freedom iz
pever gob by gifts of the rulers, bul on the conbrary
is won by the might of the ruled. FPreedom is a thing
which cannot be given to a nation from outside; the
ability to acquire jt must be developed from within.

1t g really amazing how old habits stick with beinga
long after their uselessmess has been establighed, A
cage of thiz oeecurred in India after the incarceration
of Mahatma Gandhi in 1922, The Mahatma had
started the country on the lines of non-cofiperation,
and thoy were proceading quite suceessfully, when he
was auddenly arrested and sentenced to six years® im-
prisonment. Soon after he had disappeared from the
srand of the Congress, thero aprang up in its midst &
new prErty which at once reanlved to go back into the
conncils, s if they had nol had encugh experience
with the council business In previous times. What
prompted the “Swarajists” bo thia action has always
remained unintelligible to me. Did they really beliove
that they could conquer the English buresucracy of
India thromgh speeches in the council chambers, or
frighten them into submiazion through their obstruie-
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tionist terrora? If they did, it waz & typleal ease of
the triomph of hope over experience. I ever anyone
made the English rulers of the country quake in their
ahoes it was Gandhi. He did not do thia by the politi-
cian’s tricks, He who fights againat the English na-
tion with those weapons works against heavy odds,
becanse the English are already past mastera in the
art of diplomacy. The buresuerats were terrified by
zandhi becanze he nzed the weapon of passive resisl-
ance, which waa native to himself and his countrymen
but Toreign to the British militarists. The rolers of
the ecountry were completely baffled by Gandhi's
methods, They simply did not konow what to do, If it
had been an armed insurrection of a rebellious nation,
they possessed enongh military foree fo suppress it
with soccess; but their best etrategists failed when
they had to encounter a mass of three hundred million
dizsbeying and vet non-resisting people, who had rigén
in sudden revoit againat their established suthority at
the bidding of a saintly leader.

Gandhi's non-violent non-cofiperation atill forma
the creed of the Indian Mational Congress. The massas
afl over the country have been made conscious of the
Ioss of their national dignity under the rule of the
British; the blood of the martyra at Jalliamwalla
Bagh s mede the heart of Tndia bleed ; and it i3 hoped
thal before the present agitation in the country is
dlackened, India will have achieved Ita nativnal free-
dom, and have become able once more to offer its con-
tribution of art, beauty, and culture to the rest of tha
world,

Other outside influences besides the Injusticea of
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the British rule in the eountry, that have consplired to-
gether to strengthen the nationalist movement of In-
digz. during the twentieth century, were the Japanese
victory in the Busso-Tapanese war, and the lowering
of the white man's preatige in the minds of all Eastern
nations during and after the World War., The crisgh-
ing defeat of the Rusaian forces at the hands of the
Eastern  islanders doring the Ruosso-Japaness war
broke forever the spell of the invincibility of white
man's arms against Eastern foes; snd this ineident
gave & great impetus to the nationalistie movemonts
in all eountries of the East,

Again when during the World War native regi-
ments rom the diferent colonial possessiona of the
fphting powers were gathered In the battlefields of
Europe to witness the "white man's holocaust,” their
respect for s suppoged superior eivilization disap-
peared. At the zame lime the World War weakened
the potentisl powers of the imperialistic white nations,
therehy increazing considerably the chances of success
for the rebellionz peoples in the Easst. The hiph-
palinding - sentiments of “Selfdetermination™ for
weaker nations, and “a world made safe for demoe-
racy” uttered hy the allied etabesmen, during the
pericd of war, had, ever since the ending of the World
War on Armistice Day, quiclened the kopes net only of
Indin but of other dependent natlons as well to seek
in every direction for the realization of the ideale ax-
preseed by these elogquent orators of the allieg, 'What
will the end be?

L i [ ]
Sines this was written some developments of a
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momentous character have taken place in the political
gitnation: of Indis, of which an appropriate notice may
conveniently be taken here

At the 1928 session of the Indian National Congress
held at Caleutta a scheme of salf-government, jointly
prepared by all parties in Indis, waa presentad to the
British Parlisment for ensction into law. Thia
arheme, known a8 the Nehru Report, was accompanied
by an ultimatum to the effect, that if Dominien Status
equivalent to that af other self-governing dominions af
the Empire like Canada and South Africa was not
granted to India by the British Parliament before the
midnight of December 31ai, 1929, the Indian Mationzl
Congreaz would henceforth declare complete indepen-
dence g5 its immediaste gogl. Bince no sstigfactory re-
gponse was made to thin ultimatum by the British
FParliament within the prescribed time limit, the In-
dian Nations! Congress at its annusl session held at
Lahore during the last week of 1920 committed ftself
to complete independence and & severance of all rela-
tions with the Britich Government. The Independence
regolution of Mahatma Gandhi was carriod by an over-
whelming majority of 2,884 voles against only 6. Jan-
uary 26ih, 1930, was chosen by the Indian Nationnl
Congress aa the day of Indisn Independence, [ was
obasrved by all Indians, in India and abroad, amidst
spectacular demopgiratione, during which the national
flag was holsted with ceremony, and the Deelaration of
Independence read to the masses. Hesolutions of ap-
proval were passed ab nearly 760,000 meetings, and
pledges of support given to the Indian National Con-

greas under the lesdership of Mahatma Gandhi, by
L &6 ]
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the enthusiastic crowds, éverywhere, At & Inter date
the All-Indis Congress Committes consisting of 300
members transferred ite authority to guide the pol-
leies of the Congress to a working committee of ten
chosen leaders of the people, who in turn have ex-
pressed their implicit faith in the leadership of Ma-
hatma Gandhi.

After all efforts at reconcilistion with the British
Government had failed, Mahatma Gandhi embarked
on hia campaign of Civil Disobedience on March Sth,
1580. On that day he left his home at Ahmedabad
with & batch of 79 volumtesra to reach Jalalpur, &
village on the ocesn shore and 150 miles distant,
where he and hiz Tollowers will start manufacturing
galt In open defisnce of the British Government's
monopoly of galt manufacture in India, This will bhe
aymbaolic of Gandhi's program of Civil Dizobedience.
On this historie journey Gandhi and his followers
have bean grested with tremendous enthosiasm by
the general populace, who have gathered in numbers
of hundreda of thonsands and lined Gandhi's march
all along his journey.

The plan of Gandhi is very aimple, He, with his
batch of volunteers, will start manufacturing salt &t
Jalalpur. Since this involves the discbedience of the
civil authority of the British Government, it will be
compelled to arrest Gandhi and his Tollowers. The
volunteers in case of their arreal will be replzced by
other boteches of equal numbers, In this way the
campaign will continue until one of the parties with-
draws. The Government will either succeed in broeak-
ing up the power of Gandhi's followers or yield to the
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demands of nationalistie India. On the one hand
Gandhi has openly defied the British Government to
arrest him, and on the other hand he has gtrictly en-
joined his followers to maintain a spiclt of non-vio-
lenge. Im a recent statement to the press he declared
Lhat he was not afraid so much of the wrath of the
British Government sz of the mad fury of his own
connirymen horeting forth into open vinlence.

Gendhi's march to Jalalpur has aroused oniveraal
enthusisem all over the eountry., Huge demonstra-
tions are faking place evorywhere. Indieation of the
Britizsh Government's policy of repreasion has ahown
itacli already im the arrest of Gandhi’s chief lieu-
tenant, Mr. Vallabhal Patel, and the mayor of Cal-
eotts, Mr, Sen Gupla. The moassea have so far mwin-
tained the spirit of pon-violence, Gandhi hasg given
to the Hritish Government of India the choiee befween
& peaceful settlement and violence. He haz been able
a5 Tar to hold hiz countrymen in & calm mood of peace-
[ul agitation. If he is arrésted and the Government
gtarta repression with ita customary display of wvin-
lenee, the revelution in India may take a different
eotirse,  In such & case the responsibility will be all
England’s.
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